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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 
 

10th May 2018 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 

Present 
 

Cllr D Annis 
Cllr P Brookbank 
Cllr R Gillmor 
Cllr R Grantham 
Cllr J Hemming 
Cllr J Palfrey 
Cllr C Parsons MBE 
Cllr A Rowley 
Cllr V Smith 
Cllr R Speight 
Cllr C. Tucker 
Cllr D Watt 
Cllr M Winfield 
 
39 members of the public 
 
805.  Election and Investiture of Town Mayor 
 
The Town Mayor Elect, Cllr C Parsons was nominated for the office of Town Mayor for the ensuing year 
by Cllr Gillmor and seconded by Cllr Smith. There being no further nominations Cllr Parsons was duly 
elected and presented with his chain of office. 
 
806.  Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
 
The Town Mayor, Cllr Parsons, made and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
807.  Town Mayor’s Consort 
 
Cllr Parsons announced that his consort would be his wife, Mrs Jan Parsons and she was duly 
presented with her chain of office as Mayoress.  
 
808.  Tribute to the outgoing Mayor 
 
On behalf of his fellow Councillors, Cllr Parsons thanked Cllr Gillmor for giving  
up 2 years of his life. He was sure that it seemed that way on many occasions.   
Cllr Parsons also passed on thanks to Sandra and Sue  who acted as his  
consorts during the 2 years. 
 



 

10.05.18 252 

Chairman’s 
Initials 

Cllr Parsons noted that Cllr Gillmor had conducted meetings with a firm hand but allowed fairness in the 
sometimes difficult debates. He was sure all his colleagues would echo his thanks in allowing them to 
get home at a reasonable hour.  Certainly in time for bedtime horlicks or maybe a stronger tipple if the 
debate hds been a little more contentious. 
 
In addition to chairing the Council meetings Cllr Gillmor had represented the town at many events both 
in Pershore and further afield.  This he had done with all the dignity that the town deserves. 
 
He hoped that Cllr Gillmor had enjoyed his term as Town Mayor and found it rewarding. 
 
Now it was time to get his home life back and maybe take a well earned rest but Cllr Parsons was sure 
that as Cllr Gillmor took his place around the Council table he would continue to play an active role in 
debate on what was best for Pershore. 
 
809.  Election and Investiture of Deputy Town Mayor 
 
Cllr Parsons nominated and Cllr Gillmor seconded Cllr Palfrey for the office of Deputy Town Mayor for 
the ensuing year. There being no further nominations, Cllr Palfrey was duly elected to the office of 
Deputy Town Mayor and was presented with his chain of office by Cllr Parsons. 
 
810.  Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
 
The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr Palfrey, made and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
811.  Deputy Town Mayor’s Consort 
 
Cllr Palfrey announced that whilst he would not be having a formal consort, Dr Helen Whitwell had 
agreed to accompany him on occasion as his guest. 
 
812.  Past Mayor’s Pendant 
 
Cllr Parsons presented Cllr Gillmor with his past Mayor’s pendant 
 
813.  Past Mayor’s Consort brooch 
 
Cllr Parsons presented Miss Sandra Young and Mrs Sue Chandler with their past Mayor’s Consort 
brooches. 
 
814.  Apologies 
 
Cllr Wood’s apologies were accepted as she was away. 
 
815.  Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Annual Meeting held 11th May 2017 were noted as approved on 15th June 2017 
 
816.  Grant awards 
 
Cllr Gillmor, as immediate past Mayor, presented various local organisations  
with grant cheques on behalf of the Town Council 
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817.  Mayor’s Charities 
 
Cllr Gillmor presented cheques to representatives of his charities Deaf Direct and Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trust 
 
818.  Mayors Address 
 
Firstly I would like to thank my colleagues for giving me the privilege of acting as your mayor for the 
coming year.  I assure you that I will do my best serve both this Council and the town of Pershore to the 
best of my ability. 
 
May I also thank Julian for agreeing to act as my deputy.  I have total confidence that he will serve the 
town in the same manner. 
 
We are all very fortunate to live in a town like Pershore.  It has retained its individual shops while other 
towns have succumb to large multiple stores opening up and high streets loosing their individual 
character.  Wherever you shop in Pershore you can be sure of a friendly face to greet you.  Many people 
visit Pershore to enjoy what we have retained and sometimes take for granted. 
 
We have seen our town grow very fast over the past few years with new housing springing up in all 
directions.  Although the Town Council have objected to much of this development we have been 
overruled and now we must bite the bullet and accept what we have.  On a positive note the additional 
residents can only add to the prosperity of our town. 
 
Unfortunately with the additional development comes with an increase in traffic, especially heavy goods 
lorries passing through out town.  One aspect which will require reviewing in the near future. 
 
A recent project saw the production of a town plan, looking to the future and what we would like to see in 
our town.  The results from this plan will be debated and worked on during the coming year and be 
developed into a neighbourhood plan, the next stage  It is hoped that the final document will be accepted 
by the District Council and form a basis for consideration at their planning meetings. 
 
This November sees the 100th anniversary of the end of the 1st world war.  This council has 
commissioned a memorial stained glass window to be installed in the towns chapel at Pershore 
cemetery.  I have seen this window in production and I assure everyone here that it will be a window to 
be proud of and a lasting tribute to those of our town who gave so much for our freedom.  The window 
will be in place in time for the anniversary on 11th November.  I would urge you all to visit the chapel and 
see this memorial window once it is installed.  Just speak to the Clerk to make arrangements. 
 
We will be addressing several projects during the coming year.  The paths in St Andrews Gardens are in 
very poor condition and a better replacement material is being sourced at this time.  Due to the large 
area this will be a costly project. 
 
Several of our local clubs and societies have had difficulty securing a venue to hold meetings and many 
have, sadly, moved out into the villages.  A recent public consultation indicated that a community hall 
would be of benefit to the town.  Various options are currently being  
investigated all of which will include the promised Family History Centre. 
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Princess Diana’s memorial garden on King Georges Field is in a poor condition due to normal wear and 
tear and also occasional misuse.  Work is in hand to restore this area to a good condition with planting 
for this year and a more permanent solution for the future. 
 
During the course of any year we come into contact with councillors and staff from neighbouring  towns 
and I take great pride and make no apology for repeating that this town continues to be envied by many.  
This is due to the hard work of our Town Clerk and the office staff and the caring dedication of your 
councillors. 
 
Council meetings are well advised but the attendance of the public is low.  We are well behaved most of 
the time and we don’t bite.  I am sure that I speak for my colleagues in saying that we would love to see 
some you come along and join us. 
 
There is no such thing as a quiet year in council and the coming year will be no exception to that.  The 
Council will continue to preserve what we have, enhance that which could be better and provide a sound 
future for this wonderful town. 
 

819.  Annual Report 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Rowley and RESOLVED that the Annual Report for the 
year ended 31st March 2018 be accepted. 
 
820.  Election of Committees 2018/19 
 
It was resolved that the following committees be appointed: 
 
Management Group; 
 
It was agreed the Management Group be Cllrs Gillmor, Parsons and Palfrey will power to invite other 
members on occasion should their particular area of expertise be considered helpful. 
 
Internal Monitoring Group 
 
It was agreed this group comprise Cllrs Tucker, Watt and Winfield 
 
Amenities & Environment Committee: (10 places) 
 
Cllr R Gillmor 
Cllr R Grantham 
Cllr J Palfrey  
Cllr C Parsons MBE 
Cllr R Speight 
Cllr C Tucker 
Cllr M Winfield 
Cllr V Wood 
 
2 vacancies 
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Finance & Property Committee: (10 places) 
 
Cllr Julie Hemming 
Cllr C Parsons MBE 
Cllr A Rowley 
Cllr V Smith 
Cllr. C. Tucker  
Cllr D Watt 
Cllr Val Wood 
 
3 vacancies 
 
Planning Committee; (8 places) 
 
Cllr P Brookbank 
Cllr R Gillmor 
Cllr R Grantham 
Cllr C Parsons MBE 

Cllr R Speight 
Cllr M Winfield 
 
2 vacancies 
 
Twinning and Tourism Committee (4 places) 
 
Cllr C Parsons MBE 
Cllr A Rowley 
Cllr V Wood  
 
1 vacancy 
 
Cemetery Committee (7 places) 
 
Deferred to the May meeting 
 
This committee will be subject to a vote at the meeting on 17th May as over subscribed 
 
821.  Appointments to outside bodies 2018/19 
 
It was resolved that the following representatives be appointed to the following outside bodies: 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
 
Cllr R Speight 
 
Pershore & District Voluntary Help Centre 
 
Cllr D Watt 
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Pershore Town Football Club 
 
to be considered at the meeting on 17th May 
 
CPRE Wychavon Group Liaison Officer 
 
Cllr J Palfrey 
 
Riverside Trustee Board 
 
Cllr. R Grantham 
 
Transition Towns 
 
To be considered at the meeting on 17th May 
 
Public Transport Group 
 
Cllr J Palfrey 
 
Member Responsibilities 
 
Emergency Planning Representative 
 
Cllr C Parsons MBE 
 

 
 
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.10pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………Chairman  Date………………………… 


