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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

9th January 2020 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee of Pershore Town 
Council held at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore. 

Commencing at 7.30pm. 
 

Present:- Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey (late arrival) 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr C Tucker 
   
       
Items referred by members of the public 
 
Representatives from the Environment Agency attended following questions from the Town Council 
about the allotment track through the Beards entrance, the flood protection given by the bund and the 
possibility of raising the B4084 at the area where it floods. 
 
The issue of the track was a matter of funding and whilst some has been made available more 
contributions were still needed. They felt that construction could start in the summer of 2020 and the 
Clerk asked for as much notice as possible so that any affected tenants could be advised whether or 
not to plant crops that would be harvested in the summer months. The current proposal was to 
remove the embankment and replace it with a wall and a ramp over the wall and it was anticipated 
that this would solve the current issues with potholes. The point that the track was not accessible for 
emergency vehicles was also made causing a health and safety issue. 
 
The issue of the height of the bund was discussed and it was confirmed that the protection levels are 
still considered adequate although the scheme is reviewed regularly. The current protection is up to 
5.4 metres on the Pershore gauge and members thanked the Environment Agency for this 
information which would be most helpful in future flood events. 
 
The issue of raising the B4084 was not an Environment Agency promoted scheme but the County 
Council who currently have no funding for it although a new bid is to be submitted. The main problem 
with the scheme was believed to be the effect on businesses as the road would need to be closed 
whilst the works were being undertaken. It was agreed this be an item for debate at a future meeting. 
 
b. Mr Cosnett advised that he would be happy for any surplus soil produced during the works to 
the bund to be put onto his land and he had advised the Environment Agency accordingly as he 
believed it would save costs.  
 
Mr Cosnett also spoke about the bonfires on the allotment site and urged members 
to consider an outright ban. 
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028  Apologies 
 
Cllr Chapman Pincher’s apologies were accepted as he was away, Cllr Turier’s as she was unwell 
and Cllr Palfrey had apologized for his late arrival. 
  
029. Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Parsons declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 5, Allotments and Cllrs Gillmor 
and Tucker in agenda item 6, Avon Meadows 
 
030.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 14th November 2019 be signed as a true record of the proceedings with the removal of 
Cllr Winfield’s name from the bottom of those present as he had been entered twice. 
 
031. Matters of report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she understood that Persimmon had now replanted the trees along Station 
Road. Cllr Brookbank stated that this was not the case and Cllr Boatright, in his role as District 
Councillor, agreed to contact the relevant enforcement officer whom he and the Clerk knew was 
working on this issue. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that the bus shelter along Station Road was to be maintained by the Town 
Council and the County Council had apologized for not bringing this matter to members attention. 
 
032 Allotments 
 
a. Members considered the report given by the Environment Agency at the start of the meeting 
and Cllr Tucker expressed his concerns about the funding of the proposals for the changes to the 
allotment track. Cllr Parsons agreed to contact the fire service to obtain evidence of the difficulty of 
the current access for fire appliances. 
 
It was agreed the Clerk write to the Environment Agency summarizing the points raised and asking 
for some comfort that the works would happen despite funding not being assured. 
 
b. Members considered the issue of bonfires on the allotments as the committee had been 
requested by the Town Council.  
 
As far as the existing site was concerned, it was noted that, in accordance with Standing Orders, the 
original recommendation to Town Council would stand. An additional recommendation, relating to the 
monitoring of the changes to the current arrangements was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr 
Tucker, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED with three abstentions including that of Cllr 
Parsons, that it be recommended to Council that  
1. the out of hours “hotline” through the Town Council’s security company be implemented 
2. Any tenant found to have a nuisance bonfire on their plot be warned that  
should they do so again the cost of the call out fee would be recovered from the  
culprit and they would run the risk of their tenancy being terminated. 
3. The tenancy agreements for all tenants to be amended to include reference to nuisance 
bonfires as outlined in the recommendation. 
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c. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED to recommend 
to Council that when the new site at Persimmon was handed to the Town Council, bonfires would not 
be permitted at that site. 
 
033.  Avon Meadows 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the necessary paperwork to enable capital works to the meadows to be 
deferred for 12 months had been submitted to the Rural Payments Agency and a response was 
awaited.  
 
b. The Clerk advised that the bird and bat boxes had been purchased and passed to the Friends of 
Avon Meadows for installation. 
 
c. Cllr Gillmor advised that work on the meadows had had to be suspended due to flooding and 
some repair works were now required. Working parties would be returning to the meadows shortly to 
enable these and other works to be undertaken. 
 
034.  King George’s Field 
 
The Clerk updated members regarding Princess Diana’s Garden and advised that it was anticipated 
the railing work would start shortly and the block paving in the Spring. 
 
035.  Public Transport 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the public meetings to be held at Pershore Town Hall on 
Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 7.00pm and Tuesday 21st January at Evesham Town Hall also at 
7.00pm 
 
Cllr Palfrey advised that bus cuts were continuing and the Vale Public Transport Group had written to 
Harriett Baldwin and Nigel Huddleston asking for a meeting to discuss this. 
 
036.  Environment Policy 
 
Members considered the draft Environment Policy and it was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded 
by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that its adoption be recommended to the Town Council. 
 
Cllr Winfield advised that Phase Two of the policy would involve the setting of targets and how the 
policy should be implemented. 
 
037.  Air Pollution in the Town 
 
Cllr Tucker advised that the most recent detailed survey of air quality had taken place in 2015/16 
when the worst sites were the Station Road and Three Springs Road junctions. Cllrs Tucker and 
Boatright would be raising the issue at Dirstrict level but following debate it was proposed by Cllr 
Tucker, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Town Council that 
the Council write to the District Council stating their concerns at the results of the 2015/16 levels of air 
pollution in the town but particularly at the Station Road and Three Springs Road  
junctions and that the Town Council feel that the District Council should now initiate  
a more thorough survey of hots spots in the town. Members thanked Cllr Turier in her  
absence for bringing this issue to their attention. 
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038.  St Andrews Gardens 
 
Members agreed that they would wish in principle to see some sort of “wilding” in St Andrews 
Gardens and agreed this be a matter for the next agenda to give the Clerk time to look at the 
feasibility and implementation of the scheme and a report would be available at the March meeting of 
the committee. 
 
039  Avon Navigation Trust 
 
Cllr Winfield reported that remedial works on Pershore bridge had now been restarted following the 
recent floods and the Trust had also b een asked to undertake a sweep of the river to remove debris. 
Wales and West Utilities were now starting to work on the gas pipe.  
 
The footpath along the river was closed for up to 6 months for repairs to footbridges to be undertaken 
but it was hoped that the path would open sooner. It was agreed the Clerk write to Countryside 
Services to ascertain a more definite timescale. 
 
040.  Parish Pride 
 
It was noted that the next litter pick would take place on Saturday 14th March 2020 and Cllr Winfield 
agreed to manage this. 
 
041.  Items for future agenda 
 
Climate Change   PB 
 
042.  Items for Information 
 
There were none 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.50 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………  
Chairman        Date 


