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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

12th NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee of Pershore Town 
Council held via Zoom, commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr A Lavelle  
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr E Turier 

Cllr B Gillmor   
       
Items referred by members of the public 
 
There were none 
 
090. Apologies 
 
There were none.  
  
091. Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Parsons declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 6, Allotments and Cllr Gillmor 
declared a disclosable interest in agenda item 8, Avon Meadows. 
 
092.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Turier, seconded by Cllr Chapman Pincher and RESOLVED that the minutes 
of the meeting held 10th September 2020 be signed as a true record of the proceedings subject to 
amending minute 081 to read rust and not rot. 
 
093. Matters of report from the minutes 
 
a. The Deputy Clerk advised members that the rusty railings outside the Football Club had been 
reported to the chairman and a response was awaited. 
 
b. The Deputy Clerk advised members that an article had been written for the newsletter due to 
be distributed on 10th December alerting residents to the Recording of Public Rights of Way Scheme. 

 
c. The Deputy Clerk advised members the Clerk had ascertained further information from the 
County Council on the relocation of the damaged bus shelter and would take a report to full Council 
on 19th November 2020. 
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094.  Town Council Mowing Contract 
 
The Deputy Clerk advised members that a meeting with the current mowing contractor to discuss a 
more flexible contract and suggestions on how best to attract Biodiversity in the town had been 
postponed due to current government guidance. It is anticipated the meeting will take place in 
December, with a report available for the next Climate Emergency working group meeting. 
 
095.  Allotments 

 
a. Cllr Parsons advised members that although the Environmental Agency were due to begin 
works in early November on the Beards entrance track and creating their compound, there was no 
sign of work having begun as yet, and that the potholes along the track across the bund were 
potentially dangerous.  
Cllr Winfield suggested that signage be produced to alert tenants of the danger. The Deputy Clerk 
advised members that the Environment Agency would be written to as a matter of urgency, and 
permission for the Town Council to produce signs would be sought if necessary. 
 
b. The Deputy Clerk advised members that there had been reports of a couple of nuisance 
bonfires at the allotment site over the last weekend, and that these tenants had been written to and 
reminded of their obligations under the agreed Code of Practice. 
 
c. Cllr Winfield thanked Cllr Annis and the Clerk for their work on organising meetings with 
allotment tenants over the last month to issue a ‘Bonfire Code of Practice.’ 

 
096.  King Georges Field 
 
Cllr Brookbank advised members that Severn Trent had previously stated that they were happy to 
allow the large rocks from the rockery to be placed into the culvert. The Clerk has contacted Severn 
Trent to confirm this is still the case and would take a report to full Council once all details were to 
hand. 
 
097.  Avon Meadows 
 
Cllr Gillmor advised members that volunteer working groups had begun working post Covid-19 with 
precautionary measures in place. Work on the North scrape had been completed, along with the bulk 
of the reed cutting on Section B in accordance with the management plan, although this had been 
halted due to the second lockdown. A contractor had repositioned the scrape bridge and secured the 
boardwalk which had moved due to flooding, and volunteers had replaced a rotten gate post and 
rehung the affected gate. 
 
098.  Public Transport 
 
a.  The Deputy Town Clerk updated members on the Wychavon ‘Ticket to Ride’ crowdfunding 
scheme, and advised that the next round of funding would be available in March 2021. 
Cllr Winfield suggested this item be deferred to the next Amenities and Environment meeting where 
members may bring forward ideas suitable for funding through the scheme. 
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b.  Cllr Palfrey advised members that the Vale Public Transport Group (VPTG) were working 
alongside the Worcestershire Community Rail Partnership, who had adopted Pershore Train Station 
in order to apply for funding to benefit the station and that an initial funding of up to £5000 was 
available via GWR for station projects, largely dependant on the interest of local authorities.  
 
Cllr Palfrey asked members to consider Pershore Town Council supporting, in principle, a number of 
potential schemes identified by the VPTG to improve Pershore Station.  
 
These schemes include: 
- Provision of a new covered bus shelter on the wide pavement adjoining the bus layby at the top of 
the station drive to offer more prominence and shelter for passengers transferring from trains. 
- Relocation of the bus stop on the opposite side to a safer and more prominent location 
- Improved rail and bus information with timetables for both at the station and in the new shelter 
- Improved tourist and local information services at entrance to the station by the provision of a 
noticeboard to replace the one removed by GWR some time ago. 
- An upgrade in the lighting of the station driveway which is a very dark place at night 
- Repairs to – or replacement of – the memorial station bench on the platform 
- Rail information/timetable board at Broad Street 
- Up to date electronic bus information screens at Broad Street and station bus stops 
 
Cllr Lavelle suggested it would be useful for potential costs of these initiatives to be produced in order 
for Council to prioritise their support. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that it be recommended to 
council the Town Council support this item in principle, with a future report on costs of the initiatives 
be taken to Finance and Property committee.  
 
 
099.  Air Pollution in the Town 
 
Cllr Boatright advised members that he had spoken to various concerned parents and teachers 
surrounding air pollution caused by car idling outside schools, and that a local Climate Action group 
alongside Friends of the Earth was hoping to create a campaign to encourage responsible stationary 
traffic behaviour. 
Cllr Parsons raised concerns that temporary traffic lights had been installed on numerous occasions 
in town long before work was completed, causing more stationary traffic and air pollution. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that it be recommended 
to council that the Town Council support this campaign. 
 
100.  Climate Emergency 
 
a. Members noted the contents of the minutes of the Climate Emergency meetings held 15th 

September, 13th October and 11th November. 
 

b. The Deputy Town Clerk advised members that an energy efficiency survey had taken place at the 
Town Hall and the Library, and a full report was awaited. The Deputy Town Clerk advised 
members that the assessors initial thoughts were that the Library lighting all be moved to LED, 
that the possibility of air source heat pumps be researched and that Solar PV was unable to be 
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installed due to the south facing roof pitch being largely shaded by a tree. At the Town Hall, Solar 
PV panels were possible and measurements had been taken, air source heat pumps be 
researched, and that there were no concerns around LED lighting due to the refurbishment 
currently taking place. 

 
101.  Biodiversity  
 
The Deputy Clerk advised members that a Biodiversity working group had been formed and had met, 
and that their Terms of Reference and Action Plan would be taken to full Council for approval on 19th 
November 2020.  
Cllr Gillmor advised members that a good start had been made on both the Biodiversity and Climate 
Change groups. 
 
102.  Avon Navigation Trust 
 
Cllr Winfield pointed members to a report Cllr Grantham had prepared on the recent activity within the 
Avon Navigation Trust.  
Cllr Chapman Pincher suggested the Town Council implement a way to greet tourists arriving to King 
Georges Field in canal boats and point out the main amenities of the town. 
 
This item had been debated at both the Twinning and Tourism committee and the King Georges Field 
working group, and the Clerk advised members she would investigate the possibility of funding with 
Wychavon District Council. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that it is recommended the 
Town Council support this initiative. 
 
103.  Parish Pride 
 
Cllr Winfield advised members that Octobers litter pick had been a success, and Cllr Palfrey 
commented that he was surprised how little litter there was in the town. Cllr Gillmor advised members 
that he had bumped into members of the public who were commending the Council for doing their bit. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Palfrey, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that the next litter pick be on 
6th March 2021. 
 
104.  Items for future agenda 
 
Benches in Avon Meadows  PB 
 
Wychavon ‘Ticket to Ride’ campaign  MW 
 
There being no further issues, the meeting closed at 20:25pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………  
Chairman        Date 


