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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

11th MARCH 2021 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee of Pershore Town 
Council held via Zoom, commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr B Gillmor 
  Cllr A Lavelle  
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr E Turier 

  
       
Items referred by members of the public 
 
Cllr Winfield mentioned the postponement of the March litterpick to a date to be confirmed, due to 
Covid-19 social distancing guidelines.  
 
120. Apologies 
 
Cllr Chapman Pincher experienced technical difficulties so was not present for the duration of the 
meeting. 
  
121. Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Parsons declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 5, Allotments and Cllrs Gillmor 
and Tucker declared a disclosable interest in agenda item 10, Avon Meadows. 
 
122.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 14th January 2021 be signed as a true record of the proceedings. 
 
123. Matters of report from the minutes 
 
a. The Deputy Clerk advised members that an article had been written in the Spring 2021 
newsletter alerting residents to the Wychavon: ‘Ticket to Ride’ crowdfunding campaign. 
 
b. The Deputy Clerk advised members that the Library energy contract had been moved to Bulb 
with supply starting on 1st April 2021. 
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c. The Deputy Clerk advised members that the Clerk was meeting with the Environmental 
Agency at the allotment site next week and would bring a report to the full Council meeting on 18th 
March. 
 
d.  Members were advised that the issue with the footway outside Hurst Park Cottages had been 
lodged with County Council, and Cllr Palfrey advised that works had started. 
 
e.  The Deputy Clerk advised members that the tarmac was laid in Princess Diana’s Garden last 
week, and it would need to be left for 28 days until the top layer of stone coloured resin was added. 
 
124.  Allotments 
 
Cllr Winfield suggested that due to the proposed dates of the bonfire ban and this meeting date, that 
there was little choice but to agree to a ban from 1st April with a full review of the policy at the A&E 
meeting in May. The Deputy Clerk confirmed that the current policy allows bonfires on any day 
between 1st November and 31st March, provided a bonfire code of practice is adhered to, with a full 
ban on bonfire from 1st April to 31st October. The Deputy Clerk confirmed that a proportion of the 
conversations held in May would need to be held in confidential session due to legal constraints. Cllr 
Boatright suggested as much as can be held in public session is. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, proposed by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED to recommend to full 
Council that the bonfire ban is put in place from 1st April, with a full review on the policy at the May 
meeting. 
 
Cllr Lavelle questioned what information would be available at the May meeting to allow members to 
make their decision. The Deputy Clerk advised members that a bonfire log had been created in the 
office, with numbers of bonfires, complaints and correspondence logged in order to review effectively. 
 
125.  Public Transport 

 
a. Cllr Palfrey advised members that along with Cllrs Winfield and Boatright he had compiled a 
letter, as agreed at the last A&E meeting, campaigning for half fares for all 16-18 year olds on public 
transport, to be sent to various MPs along with other public transport representatives. The Clerk had 
amended the letter as she believed the content was very subjective, however Cllrs Palfrey, Winfield 
and Boatright believed this took away the impact of the letter. Cllr Palfrey asked that the original letter 
be supported by the committee. 
Cllr Brookbank suggested the addition of a line explaining that The Clerk has been instructed to write 
the letter on behalf of full Council. 
Cllr Gillmor suggested that he would like to see a couple of tweaks made, but that then it should be 
taken to full Council to approve if the letter was being written from them as a whole. Cllr Turier 
suggested she would like to see both versions of the letter. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that both versions of the 
letter be sent via email to all members of the Council, suggested tweaks made by Cllrs Palfrey, 
Winfield and Boatright in advance of the Council meeting next Thursday, where all members can 
ratify the amendments. 
 
b.  Cllr Gillmor updated members on a virtual event he had attended on the Wychavon ‘Ticket to 
Ride’ crowdfunding campaign, where Drakes Broughton and Peopleton Parish councils have made 
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use of the funding opportunity to provide bus services into and out of Pershore and Worcester on a 
weekly basis. Cllr Gillmor explained that he would continue updating members on the projects of both 
parishes. 
 
c.  Members noted a letter from John Morgan from Stratford Rail Transport Group asking the 
Town Council to support a proposed economic impact study which could lead to the restoration of the 
Stratford Upon Avon – Long Marston – Honeybourne railway line.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Palfrey, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED to recommend to full 
Council the Town Council to support the study in principle. 
 
126.  Climate Emergency 
 
a.  Cllr Lavelle suggested at the Climate Emergency Working Group meeting that an investigation 
into the waste policies in cafes and coffee shops in the town be completed. Cllr Tucker suggested 
that this could be extended to all takeaways in town. Cllr Boatright suggested that this may not be the 
right time to complete the investigation as coffee shops are only permitted to use single use cups 
during the pandemic. 
After discussion, it was agreed that this item be referred to the Climate Emergency meeting to debate 
further, with suggestions brought to the A&E meeting in May. 
 
b.  Cllr Boatright alerted members to two climate change events coming up – Earth Hour and a 
Car Free Day. He suggested both events were a great way to get residents thinking more about their 
movements and minimizing their impact on the planet. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED to recommend to full 
Council that these events are supported through publicity on the Town Council website. 
 
c.  Cllr Parsons queried when it could be expected to hear back from County Council regarding 
the PEEP funding for the Solar PV panels on the Town Hall and the Library. The Deputy Clerk 
explained that the Town Hall application had been submitted last week so an answer should be 
received by next Friday, and that due to further investigations on the security of Solar PV panels on 
the Library roof, the application had been delayed, but a full report on this would go to full Council on 
18th March. Cllr Tucker queried why a report could not have been provided in advance of this 
meeting, the Deputy Clerk explained that the information had only been received in the last couple of 
days, so the quickest route to provide members with the information which may have budgetary 
implications would be at full Council. 
Cllr Turier suggested that both the Climate Emergency and Biodiversity groups merge into one 
working group as much of their workload overlaps. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Turier, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED to recommend to full 
Council that the 2 working groups combine to become one. 
 
127.  Biodiversity 
 
a.  Cllr Turier advised that she had spoken to the Abbey Biodiversity Group who believed that they 
will miss the planting opportunity of a wildflower patch in the Abbey Grounds this year due to 
decisions having not yet been made. 
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b.  Members are aware that Cllr Chapman Pincher suggested an extension to the demarcation 
line for the area in St Andrews Gardens which is currently left unmown. Cllr Gillmor advised members 
that he, Cllr Chapman Pincher and the Deputy Clerk were due to meet with the current mowing 
contractor on 15th March to discuss this. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that Cllrs Gillmor and 
Chapman Pincher decide on an extension of the demarcation line with the mowing contractor and 
bring their suggestions to full Council on 18th March. 
 
128.  Environmental Policy 
 
Members noted 5 targets written by the Deputy Clerk to accompany the Environmental Policy, 
following an audit of the policy last month.  
Cllr Palfrey suggested number 4 include ‘all Town Council activities’ rather than just those occurring 
at the Town Hall. Cllr Tucker queried whether number 4 meant the use of recycled paper or to recycle 
all paper. 
Cllr Gillmor updated members on the Carbon Footprint Tool workshop he and the Deputy Clerk had 
attended and explained that whilst he had not investigated it fully yet, the tool looked very user 
friendly and would indeed establish the carbon footprint of Pershore. 
Cllr Tucker suggested that targets 1, 2 and 3 of the targets were acceptable, with target 4 being re-
written to ‘Limit paper usage and ensure all Town Council activities are carried on using recycled 
paper, and where appropriate, all items are recycled.’ 
Cllr Lavelle suggested water usage also be looked at. 
 
It was agreed to defer this item to the A&E meeting in May. 
 
129.  Avon Meadows 
 
Members noted that a memorial bench is due to be installed on South Meadow, with the exact 
location to be confirmed in a meeting with the Clerk on 12th March. Cllr Tucker queried why this was 
the first he has heard about a bench being installed. The Deputy Clerk advised Cllr Tucker that this 
subject had been on the agenda at the last meeting. 
Cllr Brookbank advised members that he brought this item to the committee some six months, ago 
and that it was currently being discussed as part of the Riverside enhancements project. 
 
 
 
115.  Avon Meadows 
 
a. Members noted that the Clerk was liaising with the relevant officer at Wychavon District Council to 

discuss options for benches in Avon Meadows.  
Cllr Gillmor advised that previous benches had been provided by Severn Waste, with installation 
carried out by Worcester Rangers. The Deputy Clerk agreed to investigate the possibility of 
obtaining more benches this way. 
 

b. Cllr Gillmor advised members that work on Avon Meadows had stalled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  
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116.  Air Pollution in the Town   
 
Cllr Boatright updated members on a machine he has acquired which measures air pollution in 
certain areas. He explained he aims to get volunteers trained up to use the machine, and that the air 
quality during lockdown has improved significantly.  
Cllr Boatright explained that it would be hard to get schools and teachers on board with the campaign 
until the end of the pandemic, given their current workload. 
 
117.  Avon Navigation Trust 
 
There was no report received on the work of the Avon Navigation Trust. 
 
118.  Environmental Policy 
 
Cllr Brookbank advised members that the Environmental policy was due for renewal, and suggested it 
be audited to establish achieved goals, and a future policy/action plan. The Deputy Clerk confirmed 
that a Councillor could audit the policy, as long as they were trained to audit. Cllr Brookbank 
volunteered to audit the policy, with the support of Cllr Gillmor, and have an update ready for the next 
meeting in March. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that Cllrs Brookbank 
and Gillmor audit the policy, and bring their findings to the next Amenities and Environment meeting. 
 
 
119.  Items for information 
 
a.  Cllr Palfrey alerted members to certain pathways along Meadow Walk currently being 
impassable due to the weather. 
 
b.  Cllr Tucker advised members that he had discovered the balancing pond installed by Taylor 
Wimpey in the Plum Tree Walk development was nothing like that in the proposed plans, approved in 
2013, and that he intended to escalate the issue. 
 
120.  Items for future agenda 
 
Hurst Park Road Footpath  JP 
 
There being no further issues, the meeting closed at 21:26pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………  
Chairman        Date 


