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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 14th November 2019 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on  
Thursday 14th November 2019 at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present:-  Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
   Cllr D Boatright 
   Cllr P Brookbank  
   Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
   Cllr R Gillmor 
   Cllr A Lavelle 
   Cllr J Palfrey  
   Cllr C Parsons MBE  
   Cllr C Tucker  
   Cllr E Turier  
    
 
 
Items referred by members of the public  
 
A number of allotment tenants spoke at their concerns regarding the ban on bonfires to be imposed by 
the Town Council. They believed not only that they should have been consulted first but that according 
to all good gardening and Royal Horticultural Society rules, all diseased plants should be burned. 
Tenants appreciated that they must follow the bonfire code and would appreciate consideration being 
given to a compromise with bonfires only permitted in the later Autumn and Winter months. Bonfires 
were not illegal but should not cause a nuisance and it was felt that provided tenants did not cause a 
nuisance they should continue to be permitted, albeit in a restricted way. 
 
014  Apologies 
 
There were none 
  
015. Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Parsons declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 5, Allotments 
 
016.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Palfrey, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting 
held 12th September 2019 be signed as a true record of the proceedings. 
 
017. Matters of report from the minutes 
 
The Clerk advised that funds from New Homes Bonus had been agreed in principle for Princess Diana’s 
Garden and once ratification had been given by the Executive Board, the Clerk would  
arrange for the works to be undertaken. 
 
 



14.11.19 

 8 

018 Allotments 
 
a. Members considered the comments made by tenants at the start of the meeting along with 
concerns regarding asthma and the environment. Cllr Palfrey stated that whilst there was some 
evidence of environmental issues relating to bonfires most had some concerns over a total ban which it 
was felt was not helpful and that a compromise could be reached. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Palfrey that it be recommended to the Town Council 
that the matter be reconsidered under standing order 7a and that the Town Council permit bonfires on 
individual allotments between October to March with a total ban all year on bonfires on Sundays and 
Mondays throughout the year. This to be reviewed in September 2020. 
 
Cllr Brookbank proposed an amendment that the ban on bonfires be on Mondays only but this was not 
seconded. 
 
It was also agreed that tenants be advised that bonfires should not be left unattended. 
 
Cllr Gillmor’s proposal was passed with one abstention and it was noted that, as he had declared an 
interest, Cllr Parsons took no part in debate or the vote. 
 
b. Members noted that the problem hedge had been removed at no cost to the Town Council 
 
c. Members noted the continued issue with the allotment track which was again in need of repair. It 
was agreed the Clerk contact the Environment Agency and ask for the attendance of a representative to 
the January meeting of the committee to discuss the options for his section of the flood defences and the 
timescale for the remedial works. 
 
It was also noted that the Town Council also needed to improve their section of the track and the Clerk 
will arrange for these works to be undertaken in house 
 
019.  Avon Meadows 
 
Cllr Gillmor advised that work had started on reed management and the Clerk advised that whilst wildlife 
boxes had been ordered there were issues with the other capital works which had not been completed 
due to the proposed Wales and West Utilities works which would not now be taking place. Ms Etheridge 
was liaising with the Rural Payments Agency in this regard. 
 
020.  King George’s Field 
 
The Clerk updated members regarding Princess Diana’s Garden. 
 
021.  St Andrews Gardens 
 
a. The Clerk advised members of the necessity to remove the Cherry Tree due to root damage. 
Members considered the request from the St Andrews Management Committee and agreed to support 
the suggestion of a planter and agreed that it may be appropriate for this to be panted with sensory 
plants and that if two planters could be sited in the area that may also help to reduce damage from 
skateboarders and the like. The Clerk will liaise with Mr Hancox accordingly. 
 
b. Cllr Chapman Pincher asked that consideration be given to leaving a section  
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of the gardens unmown to encourage wildlife and this will be an item for further debate at a future 
meeting. 
 
022.  Public Transport 
 
Cllr Palfrey updated members on improvements to rail services, particularly to and  
from Pershore Station as from December. 
 
023.  Environment Policy 
 
Members considered the draft environment policy and various suggestions for amendments were made. 
A revised policy will be presented to the next meeting of the Committee. 
 
024  Avon Navigation Trust 
 
Members noted the current flood situation although appreciated that it was unlikely the defences would 
be overwhelmed. 
 
025.  Parish Pride 
 
a. It was agreed the next litter pick take place on Saturday 14th March 2020. 
 
b. Cllr Brookbank asked the Clerk to request that Wychavon remind Persimmon of their obligation to 
replant trees as now was the correct time of year for this to be undertaken. 
 
c. Cllr Gillmor advised members that a new bus shelter had been installed at the bus stop opposite 
the High School and the Clerk will raise this with the County Council. 
 
 
026.  Items for future agenda 
 
Monitoring of air pollution in the town   ET 
 
027.  Items for Information 
 
There were none 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.00 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………  
Chairman        Date 
 


