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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

10th September 2020 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee of Pershore Town 
Council held via Zoom, commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr A Lavelle  
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr E Turier 
   
       
Items referred by members of the public 
 
There were none 
 
074. Apologies 
 
Cllr Gillmor’s apologies were accepted as he was away. 
  
075. Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Parsons declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 5, Allotments and Cllr Tucker 
declared a disclosable interest in agenda item 6, Avon Meadows. 
 
076.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Chapman Pincher, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the minutes 
of the meeting held 30th July 2020 be signed as a true record of the proceedings. 
 
077. Matters of report from the minutes 
 
There were no matters of report. 
 
078.  Town Council Mowing Contract 
 
It was agreed to debate this item prior to agenda item 5, Allotments. 
 
Cllr Chapman Pincher asked members to consider altering the mowing specification to enable 
biodiversity and wildlife corridors for insects and animals. It was suggested that before the next 
mowing contract is awarded, members consider the frequency of the cuts, the length of the cuts and 
how early in the year the cuts begin. 
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Following debate, it was agreed that a more expert opinion be sought on how it were possible to 
maximise on biodiversity in the town. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Chapman Pincher, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Deputy 
Clerk and Clerk liaise with the contractors regarding a flexible contract, and Worcestershire Wildlife 
Trust and Wychavon District Council for advice, and bring a report to the October Finance and 
Property meeting. 
 
079.  Allotments 

 
a. The Deputy Clerk advised members that the Clerk was due to meet the Environment Agency 
on site shortly to discuss the Beards entrance track project. 

 
b.  Cllr Winfield queried whether it was hard to measure if the bonfire ban had been a success 
given lockdown constraints, however Cllr Parsons advised members that the allotment site had been 
extremely busy during lockdown and that all tenants had adhered to the rules. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Turier, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that the Town Council 
implement a similar ban in Spring 2021. 
 
Further discussions on the legal impact of this issue were raised in confidential session. 
 
080.  Avon Meadows 
 
Members noted there was no new information to receive regarding Avon Meadows. 
 
081.  King Georges Field 
 
a.  Members noted that the works on the railings around Princess Diana’s Garden and along the 
top of the culvert were now complete. 
 
b.  The Deputy Clerk advised members that 1 verbal quotation had been received for the block 
paving in Princess Diana’s Garden, and 2 more were awaited. The Deputy Clerk asked members to 
authorise the Clerk to spend up to the amount of the original quotation prior to lockdown. 
 
Cllr Brookbank raised some concerns regarding the schedule of works in Princess Diana’s Garden, 
specifically; if the rockery was due to be removed and reinstalled. The Clerk advised that the rockery 
fell into phase 2 of the works, whilst the block paving was phase 1. 
Cllr Parsons suggested the rockery be re-installed prior to the block paving. 
 
It was agreed that the King George’s Working Group consider a way forward and bring a 
recommendation to a future meeting. 
 
b. Cllr Brookbank advised members that the barrier around the Football Club towards the Leisure 
Centre was falling down due to rust. It was agreed that the Deputy Clerk report this to the Football 
Club. 
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082.  Public Transport 
 
a.  Cllr Palfrey reported on an initial audit of the bus stops and shelters in Pershore Town, 
specifically noting the danger surrounding the bus stop opposite the railway station, and the lack of 
bus shelter outside the nursery by the railway station on Station Road. Members also noted that the 
Vale Public Transport Group was preparing an application for up to £25,000 in funding from the 
Worcestershire Community Rail Partnership to support improvements in bus and rail facilities in the 
area. 
 
b.  Cllr Tucker queried the cost of repairing and relocating the Whitcroft Road bus shelter to the 
bus stop outside the nursery by the railway station on Station Road. 
 
The Deputy Clerk advised members that County Council had confirmed they would not charge to 
relocate the bus shelter; however, the cost of repairs was the Town Councils responsibility. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Clerk ascertain 
costs of repairing the bus shelter to see whether it was feasible to be relocated and bring a report to 
the next meeting. 
 
c.  Members noted the response from Chris Heaton-Harris, Minister of State for Transport 
regarding the campaign the Vale Public Transport Group was heading on national half fare 
concessions for all 16-18-year olds. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk 
and Clerk liaise with the Rail Delivery Group, Lord Faulkner and the Transport Minister to further 
reiterate the Town Councils original comments supporting the campaign. 
 
d.  Cllr Boatright advised members on the specifics of the scheme Wychavon District Council had 
released to support community transport initiatives. The Deputy Clerk advised that the deadline in the 
first round of funding for any project ideas to be submitted was 30th September 2020. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Chapman Pincher, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Deputy 
Clerk and Clerk produce a report detailing the initiative and the parameters in time for the next round 
of funding in order for members to make a decision on a project. 
 
083.  Air Pollution in the Town 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Chapman Pincher and RESOLVED that this item 
be deferred until the November Amenities and Environment meeting. 
 
084.  Climate Emergency 
 
a. Members noted the contents of the minutes of the Climate Emergency meeting held 30.07.20. 

 
b. Cllr Brookbank advised members that the Deputy Clerk had compiled green energy quotes for 
the library, and notice had been given to the current supplier. He also advised that research had been 
carried out on possible grants for solar panels for the Town Hall, and further information was awaited.  
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c. Members noted that whilst Pershore had been accepted into a Carbon Footprint Pilot scheme 
funded by the Centre for Sustainable Energy, this scheme had been paused as another organisation 
was carrying out a similar scheme, and the Government had asked both organisations to work 
together. It was hoped that the Town Council would still be involved in due course. 

 
d. Members noted the date of the next Climate Emergency Working group as 15th September 
2020. 
 
085.  Avon Navigation Trust  
 
Cllr Winfield thanks Cllr Grantham for providing a report prior to the meeting on the latest work carried 
out by the Avon Navigation Trust. Members noted that the Avon Navigation Trust are currently 
working on Evesham Railway Bridge and are halfway through an 8-week program. Members were 
also advised that inspections were due to be carried out on Pershore Great bridge and New bridge. 
Members noted that over the last 3 weeks, the Avon Navigation Trust have removed 145 tonnes of 
fallen trees from the navigation due to storms and high winds. 
 
086.  Public Rights of Way Register 
 
a.  Members noted new plans to simplify recording rights of way, published in May 2012. Under 
this scheme, any unrecorded footpaths or bridleways created before 1949 must be recorded before 1 
January 2026, or they would be lost. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Lavelle, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk write 
an article for the winter newsletter alerting residents to the scheme. 
 
087.  Items for Information 
 
Cllr Palfrey advised members that there was a concerning amount of litter around the youth shelter in 
Cherry Orchard playing field. 
The Deputy Clerk agreed to advise the Grounds Supervisor of this issue. 
 
Cllr Brookbank advised members that there was a broken bridge by the Mill in Avon Meadows. Cllr 
Tucker advised that the Avon Meadows Working Party were aware and were beginning working 
parties again from the following week commencing 12.09.20. 
 
088.  Items for future agenda 
 
Benches in Avon Meadows  PB 
 
Parking on pavements   JP 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, 
seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 16 Allotments 
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089.  Allotments 
 
The Clerk outlined the verbal legal advice she had received, and it was agreed that further discussion 
about this item be considered at full Council on 15th October 2020 when a written response from the 
Council’s solicitors would be available. 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:15pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………  
Chairman        Date 


