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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 13th September 2018 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 13th 
September 2018, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Present:- Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham  
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
    
Items referred by members of the public 
 
Ms Liz Etheridge who manages the Avon Meadows Local Nature Reserve attended the meeting to 
update members with progress with the reserve and in particular South Meadow and the recent HLS 
scheme grant. 
South Meadow had recently been strewn with green hay from a local flower rich meadow along with 2 
hectare of North Meadow. the ground had been harrowed and the green hay brought in fresh the same 
day as it had been cut. It may take 2 years before saw some of the species germinating although 
additional seed can be brought in as necessary. The sheep would be on site shortly and they would 
keep some of the strong grasses down with a further spring grazing in 2019. Although cattle had some 
advantages, due to the public nature of the area sheep tended to be the easiest to manage. 
The capital works on South Meadow are programmed in with all works to be completed by December 
2019. Revenue funding runs for 5 or 10 years depending upon the fund. 
A great deal of monitoring o0f species has been undertaken and already positive changes are being 
seen although fescues, rattle and cranesbill are all hoped for in due course. Selective spot treatment of 
weeds, in particular docks, is also planned. Disabled access from Cherry Orchard on to the meadow is 
also planned, funded by S106 from the Cherry Orchard House development. 
The Clerk advised that Mr Genever was to be trained to undertake school visits on the site. 
 
264.  Apologies 
 
Cllr Parsons apologies were accepted as he had a family commitment. 
 
265.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllrs Gillmor, Tucker and Wood declared a disclosable interest in agenda item 5, Avon Meadows. 
 
266. Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the  
minutes of the meeting held 12th July 2018 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.  
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267. Matters of report from the minutes 
 

a. Members noted the agreement of Severn Trent that the culvert may be litter picked by volunteers 
provided they do not actually enter the culvert. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that, at requested by full Council, she had written to both local MPs regarding 
the tree in the River Avon. 
 
268.  Avon Meadows 
 
Members thanked Ms Etheridge for her time. 
 
269.  Allotments 
 
The Clerk advised that she had been offered spent hops for allotment tenants and would be liaising with 
Cllrs Annis and Parsons to enable these to be provided at two locations on the site. 
 
270.  King George’s Field 
 
The Clerk advised that following the decision at the Town Council meeting she had advised the 
designers that the council would be managing the project for the enhancements in house apart from the 
CDM aspects. She was intending to get further quotes from the contractor undertaking the works in St 
Andrews Gardens once she had seen the quality of their work the following week. 
 
Members noted that a new litter bin had now been installed. 
 
271.  Public Transport 
 
Cllrs Gillmor and Palfrey explained the issues with the proposed changes to the bus timetables which 
would leave a number of villages only being served by buses running at peak times for schools. The 
Vale Public Transport Group were working to make some changes to the Hopper service so that some 
aspects of a service for the villages could be retained. 
 
Cllr Palfrey asked if it could be recommended to Council that representations be made to the County 
Council asking that that they seek to resolve the current transport issues in bus services which has 
resulted in a number of areas not being adequately served. 
 
Additionally the Town Council press for improvements to the train service to Pershore as the poor rail 
and bus services were causing issues for a growing town.  
 
Following debate it was agreed to recommend to Council that a letter be sent to the County Council 
asking for funding for both the Hopper and the Plumline to be secured in particular for the help these 
services gave to those in social isolation. 
 
272.  Environment Policy 
 
Cllr Tucker advised that due to time constraints he and Cllr Brookbank had still not been  
able to meet so this item was deferred to the next meeting. 
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273.  Avon Navigation Trust 
 
Cllr Grantham advised that volunteers had spent a day working on the lock. The railings had been 
replaced and the island strimmed. 
 
274.  Mowing of Public Open Space 
 
Cllr Grantham advised members of the issues with the mowing of the grass on the Avon Meadows side 
of Meadow Walk which was resulting in the whole area being overgrown with brambles. Additionally 
there had once been a stile from Meadow Walk onto the wetlands but this appeared to have been lost. 
Cllr Wood agreed to ascertain whose responsibility the mowing of the area was and what specification 
they had been given. 
 
275.  Parish pride 
 
a. Members noted the next litter pick would take place on Saturday 13th October and Cllr Winfield 
agreed to take charge of the morning. 
 
b. Members agreed in principle for the bench on the corner of Cherry Orchard to be replaced. Cllr 
Tucker had contacted the family of the late Betty Hughes and was awaiting a response as to whether 
they wished to sponsor part of all of the cost. Additionally Cllr Wood was waiting to see whether Severn 
Waste were intending to purchase more benches and whether one could be donated for that area. 
 
Cllr Grantham offered to remove the concrete posts so that a simple wooden bench could be installed if 
nothing was forthcoming from Severn Waste. 
 
c. Cllr Tucker asked whether the Town Council’s Lengthsmen could be more proactive and have 
certain paths that they strim as a matter of course. The Clerk advised that they had limited time and 
currently concentrated on the areas in the town centre doing additional works when advised of them. Cllr 
Tucker stated that he believed the Town Council could use lengthsmen from elsewhere and the Clerk 
agreed to investigate this. 
 
276.  Items for Information 
 
There were none 
 
277.  Items for future agenda 
 

There were none 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.50 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………….  Date………………………. 
Chairman 


