
03.05.18 

 

 52 

Chairmans 

Initials 

PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 3rd May 2018 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 3rd May 
2018, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Present:- Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr R Grantham  
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
   
    
Items referred by members of the public 
 
An allotment tenant attended the meeting and explained an issue relating to another tenants plot which 
he said he had been unable to resolve. The tenant raised a number of concerns and Cllr Winfield 
advised the gentleman that these would be considered later in the meeting. 
 
230.  Apologies 
 
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Brookbank who was away, Cllrs Gillmor and Palfrey who had prior 
engagements and Cllr Wood who was unwell. 
 
231.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Tucker declared a disclosable interest in agenda item 5, Avon Meadows and Cllr Annis in agenda 
item 6, allotments 
 
233. Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 8th March 2018 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.  
 
234. Matters of report from the minutes 
 

a. The Clerk reported that she had advised the Birmingham Angling Association 
of the issues with Himalayan Balsam but the Environment Agency had confirmed that the plant was not 
notifiable and there was no statutory removal policy for this plant. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that she had reported the poor state of the Cherry Orchard footways to the 
County Council. 
 
235.  Avon Meadows 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the formal agreement of the Higher Level Stewardship  
Scheme had now been received and the Clerk had met with Mr Jim Burgin and a  
representative from the Friends of Avon Meadows to discuss its implementation.  
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The first revenue claim would be made shortly. It was agreed the Clerk send a list of the proposed works 
in due course. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that the bench had been installed by the disabled fishing peg as agreed. 
 
c. Cllr Tucker advised that the all day bird watch had taken place and 68 different species had been 
spotted including some that were very interesting. 
 
236.  Allotments 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the Environment Agency had repaired the potholes in the track at the 
Beards entrance but they seemed to be no nearer to finalizing a permanent solution to the issues. 
 
b. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED that the issues raised 
by the tenant at the start of the meeting be discussed in confidential session at the end of the meeting. 
 
Cllr Annis then raised another complaint that a tenant had brought to him and suggested that these 
issues, together with the management of the allotments, should not be dealt with by the Clerk but should 
be brought to this committee. The Clerk outlined her job role and explained that many decisions relating 
to allotments needed to be made quickly and for a whole committee to be involved would not be 
feasible. It was then suggested that the committee take responsibility for resolving complaints and that 
this should be an item for the next agenda. 
 
Cllr Smith reminded the meeting that allotment tenants regularly gossip and hear half truths many of 
which should not be taken as entirely accurate, however she could see that such a procedure may be 
helpful from time to time. 
 
It was agreed that how this would work needed to be thought through and presented to the committee 
and to that end Cllrs Winfield and Smith agreed to meet with the Clerk to prepare a draft proposal to be 
considered by the next meeting of the committee. 
 
237.  King George’s Field 
 
The Clerk advised that she now had a designer who would produce a concept design for members 
consideration and once this was to hand she would be calling a further meeting of the working group. 
 
238.  Public Transport 
 
In the absence of Cllr Palfrey, members noted the apology from Great Western Railway in that evening’s 
paper regarding the recent poor service and numerous cancelled trains. 
 
239.  Environment Policy 
 
Cllr Tucker thanked the Clerk for having sight of the current Environment Policy and felt it would help 
him and Cllr Brookbank when they met. Cllr Smith asked that the statement be simple and include 
annual small targets so that incremental steps could be taken to make the Council  
more eco friendly. 
 
Cllr Tucker suggested it would be more about measurements, monitoring and targets  
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and he and Cllr Brookbank would bring a draft to the July meeting of the committee. 
 
240.  Transition Evesham Vale 
 
a. The Clerk reminded members of the visit to Envirosort and Hartlebury arranged for 20th June from 
11.30am onwards and that car sharing would need to be arranged. The Clerk would liaise with members 
nearer the time. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that she had issued the statement concerning the Council’s use of plastic to 
the press and it was available on the Town Council’s web site. 
 
241.  Energy Consumption in the town 
 
In the absence of Cllr Wood the Clerk outlined Cllr Wood’s concerns that research had recently identified 
a link between LED street lights and an breast and prostate cancer which members noted. 
 
Cllr Tucker advised that he was hoping to find a way to quantify how much energy was used in Pershore 
and then try to reduce it. He felt there would be ways that this information could be ascertained from 
utility companies although it may take some time. His vision would be to reduce usage over the next 10 
years. Cllr Annis asked how this could be achieved but members noted that this was very much in its 
infancy and Cllr Tucker agreed to continue to work on the project and speak to Cllr Brookbank for 
suggestions as to how to proceed.  
 
242.  Avon Navigation Trust 
 
Cllr Grantham reported on the work of the Trust as follows:- 
 

• The King George’s Field moorings were in the process of being repaired and work would 
progress regularly on Tuesdays from now on 

• the Trust were looking at the environment and habitat on the lock island 

• The weir barrier had been stolen from Offenham but recovered later unfortunately with all the 
metal removed so not capable of being reused. 

• the Trust had been talking to the Environment Agency to repair and improve Wyre, Chadbury and 
Evesham weirs. 

 
243.  Parish pride 
 
It was agreed the next litter pick be in October on a Saturday which did not clash with the visit to Plouay. 
The Clerk will check the calendar and advise members in due course. 
 
244.  Items for Information 
 
There were none 
 
245.  Items for future agenda 
 

There were none 
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Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Tucker 
seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to 
be transacted” ie: continuation of agenda item Allotments 
 
246.  Allotments 
 
Members considered the detail of the issues raised by the allotment tenant at the start of the meeting 
and agreed that if he wished to make a formal complaint this should be in writing to the Clerk as he had 
already been advised. 
 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.50 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………….  Date………………………. 
Chairman 


