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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 8th March 2018 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 8th 
March 2018, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Present:- Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 

Cllr R Gillmor 
Cllr R Grantham  
Cllr J Palfrey 

  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr V Wood 
        
Items referred by members of the public 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
Cllr Winfield reminded members at the start of the meeting of the importance of order in meetings. He 
also advised members that it was their prerogative to approve minutes but if members had any issues it 
would be courteous to speak to the Clerk in advance of the meeting.  
 
216.  Apologies 
 
There were none 
 
217.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllrs Gillmor and Wood declared disclosable interests in agenda item 5, Avon Meadows and Cllr Annis 
in agenda item 6, allotments 
 
218. Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting 
held 11th January 2018 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.  
 
219. Matters of report from the minutes 
 

There were none 
 
220.  Avon Meadows 
 
a. Members noted that the formal agreement of the Higher Level Stewardship  
Scheme had still not been received and the Clerk outlined the various works on the 
South field that were contained in the bid. The first claim had to be submitted by 15th  
May and the Clerk was hoping that the signed agreement would be received before  
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then. She would then liaise with the Friends of Avon Meadows and Wychavon D C to ensure the various 
works were undertaken and make further claims as required. 
 
b. Members considered the request from Cllr Annis that a riverside path be created along the 
riverside up to the Wyre Mill stile. Cllr Gillmor advised that this had been considered by the Friends of 
Avon Meadows at a recent meeting but they had been advised that it was not possible to provide a hard 
surface in this location as the area was a designated Local Nature Reserve and prone to flooding. He 
added that the Environment Agency would not permit any works within 8 metres of the riverbank. Cllr 
Wood also advised that the area was designed as a flood meadow rather than a park. 
 
Cllr Annis thanked Cllr Gillmor for investigating the suggestion. 
 
Cllr Brookbank asked about the very muddy areas of the wetlands around gates and Cllr Wood advised 
that the Friends were in the process of putting wood chipping down to improve the situation. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that Severn Waste had offered two benches to be installed on the meadows. 
Members agreed one should be placed near to the disabled fishing area in the south meadow and the 
Clerk was asked to speak to Severn Waste and request they liaise direct with the Friends to decide upon 
the location of the other. 
 
221.  Allotments 
 
The Clerk advised that her meeting with the Environment Agency had been postponed and she hoped to 
have a report on proposals for the Beards entrance bund in time for the next meeting. 
 
222.  King George’s Field 
 
a. The Clerk advised that Cllr Tucker had provided the necessary levels in a format that could be 
read by the designers. She was now waiting for a price for the design so that this project could start to 
proceed. 
 
b. Members agreed to the request for a tree to be planted on the field in memory of a loved one. It 
was proposed this be a disease resistant elm tree which should be planted relatively close to one of the 
trees which may need to be felled in the not too distant future. The Clerk will advise the resident and 
also liaise with the Council’s tree surgeon as to the best location. 
 
223.  Public Transport 
 
Cllr Palfrey advised members that the Public Transport Group’s meeting with Harriett Baldwin MP had 
been postponed until 6th April and Cllr Palfrey would be meeting Mr Andy Baker from the County Council 
on 15th March. Both meetings to discuss issues relating to Great Western Railway. 
 
Cllr Palfrey also advised of the work the group had done in improving bus services with leaflets being 
delivered by members of the group to villages promoting the 50s service. 
 
The next project for the group was to try to improve weekend and evening services  
and to that end they had obtained a price to add a bus for Fridays and Saturdays  
leaving Worcester at 22.50. Cllr Palfrey asked whether members would agree to the  
Town Council contributing towards the cost of operating this service for six months  
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as a trial. Drakes Broughton and Norton parish councils may also be prepared to contribute. Members 
had some concerns that the total cost of the proposal could be nearly £4,000 and the Clerk advised 
there was nothing in the budget for this suggestion. Cllr Smith felt that even if the villages contributed, 
the Town Council would still be expected to fund at least £2,000. 
 
It was agreed that this proposal be deferred for debate by the full Council at their meeting in April and 
Cllr Palfrey agreed to furnish the Clerk with more detail of possible contributions from the villages so that 
a meaningful report could be presented. 
 
224.  Transition Evesham Vale 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she had been in contact with Envirosort concerning a possible visit and it 
was agreed the Clerk arrange a visit for members separate from the one for the Youth Council. It was 
also agreed a visit to the waste disposal plant at Hartlebury be organized. 
 
b. Cllr Wood asked members to consider how to help to improve the impact that waste plastic was 
having on the environment. She suggested the Town Council consider becoming a “plastic free zone” 
and write to local supermarkets asking for their policy on the use of plastic. Cllr Brookbank suggested 
the Town Council needed to ensure that none of their deliveries were plastic wrapped and stop using 
plastic bottles and any other non recyclable plastic. 
 
Cllr Wood suggested the Town Council make a statement that the Town Council was working hard to 
reduce their use of plastic and Cllr Tucker suggested this needed to also make reference to some 
specific steps being taken. 
 
Cllr Brookbank asked whether the Town Council had an Environment Policy, regularly reviewed and the 
Clerk advised that there was a policy but it had been written some years ago. It was agreed this be 
reviewed at the next meeting of the committee. 
 
Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED with one 
abstention to recommend to council that the Town Council issue a statement saying that they would 
make every effort to reduce the plastic they use with, as a first stage, ensuring no plastic cups or straws 
be used. 
 
225.  Energy Consumption in the town 
 
Cllr Tucker stated his opinion of the importance of trying to reduce the carbon footprint of the town. The 
first step would therefore need to be to identify how energy came into the town and measure it. The 
council should then be able to address ways to reduce this. Members were uncertain how this 
information could be obtained or, if it was available, how residents could be helped to reduce their 
consumption. There was also the issue of whether the town boundaries and the energy company 
boundaries were the same. 
 
Cllr Speight felt it was a good idea but if the information could be obtained the council would probably 
need to employ consultants to use it in a meaningful way. 
 
Cllr Tucker agreed that there may be issues of detail that needed to be addressed  
but felt it was important initially to try to obtain the base line information. It was agreed  
Cllr Tucker investigate the possibilities in more detail for further debate at the next  
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meeting. 
 
226.  Avon Navigation Trust 
 
Cllr Grantham reported on the work of the Trust as follows:- 
 

• Countryfile from the BBC would be filming planting on the lock island improvements 

• Improvement works to local moorings had been undertaken and the trust hoped to operate a 
barge from the Angel Hotel moorings to Avon Meadows on a regular basis. 

• the bridge over the river on the B4084 had been inspected with some remedial works to be 
undertaken although no major issues had been identified. Cllr Wood advised that the crack in the 
bridge was being monitored. 

• Strensham lock had been dewatered 

• Tree cutting would be starting shortly from Tewkesbury to Stratford 

• a feasibility study was to be undertaken to see whether it was possible to extend navigation to 
Warwick 

• Two new trustees were being sought, one with some publicity skills and one with some ecology 
skills. 

 
Cllr Annis asked for some clarification about the dredging of the river. Cllr Grantham advised that this 
was done as and when necessary on an annual basis. 
 
Cllr Wood thanked the trust for their work in monitoring the bridge and asked that the owners of weir 
meadow be advised that Himalayan Balsam was growing on their land and that this needed to be dealt 
with. Cllr Wood agreed to give the locations to the Clerk so that it could be reported. 
 
227.  Parish pride 
 
Members noted the next litter pick would be 24th March 2018. 
 
228.  Items for Information 
 
In  response to a question Cllr Gillmor confirmed that woodland management, including some small 
bonfires, was been undertaken in Tiddesley Wood 
 
Cllr Palfrey asked that the very poor state of the pavements on Cherry Orchard from the school to the 
House and the Clerk will report this to the necessary authorities. 
 
229.  Items for future agenda 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:35 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………….  Date………………………. 
Chairman 


