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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 13TH JULY 2017 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee held on Thursday 13th July 
2017, at Pershore Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Present:- Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 

Cllr R Gillmor  
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
       
Items referred by members of the public 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
159.  Election of Chairman 
 
Cllr Winfield was proposed by Cllr Wood and seconded by Cllr Speight as Chairman of the committee for 
the ensuing year. There being no further nominations Cllr Winfield was duly elected. 
 
160.  Election of Vice Chairman 
 
Cllr Brookbank was proposed by Cllr Winfield and seconded by Cllr Smith. There being no further 
nominations, Cllr Brookbank was duly elected Vice Chairman of the committee for the ensuing year. 
 
161.  Apologies 
 
Cllr Palfrey’s apologies were accepted as he working 
 
161.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllrs Gillmor Tucker and Wood declared disclosable interests in agenda item 7, Avon Meadows 
 
162. Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Gillmor seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 9th March 2017 be signed as a true record of the proceedings. 
 
163. Matters of report from the minutes 
 

There were none 
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164.  Avon Meadows 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the application for High Level Stewardship for the South Meadow had 
been considered strong and a full bid had been invited. An adviser had been appointed to assist with this 
and the Clerk and Ms Etheridge would be working to submit this in the coming weeks. Current payments 
under the basic payment scheme are not currently available due to the lack of entitlements but the Clerk 
is undertaking further work in this regard. 
 
b. Cllr Gillmor advised that a working party had been strewing green hay from Lazy Meadow on the 
remainder of the meadows and it was suggested this be considered for the Holloway Land in 2018. 
 
165.  Allotments 
 
a. The Clerk advised that a permanent solution to the continuing issue of potholes in the track 
across the bund through the Beards entrance was being sought. In the meantime no further repairs were 
to be undertaken in the hope that funds will be forthcoming for the required permanent works. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that the necessary repairs had been completed to the water pipe feeding one 
of the troughs which had been damaged by contractors working for Churchill Housing. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that the office would be producing a leaflet giving guidance to new allotments 
tenants over the coming weeks. Cllr Annis advised that there was assistance for allotment tenants on a 
gardening Facebook site and he would be happy to create a link to the leaflet once it had been 
produced. 
 
166.  King George’s Field 
 
The Clerk advised that she was in the process of seeking quotations for the suggested works to improve 
King George’s Field and members noted that the floral displays installed were still in place. 
 
166.  Public Transport 
 
a. Members agreed that a leaflet giving public transport news could be produced under the auspices 
of the Town Council provided the Clerk had sight of it in advance of it being printed. It was suggested it 
also be available via the Visitor Information Centre website. 
 
b. The Clerk advised of some disruption to rail services on 16th and 17th September due to 
continuing electrification works. 
 
c. Members noted the latest consultation document on Draft Rail Investment and it was agreed Cllr 
Palfrey and Winfield be asked to draft a suitable response for recommendation to Council. 
 
167.  Electric car charging points 
 
The Clerk advised that currently there were only the charging points at Wychavon D C although Cllr 
Wood advised that new homes were expected to provide the facility. Cllr Brookbank  
explained various new technology options currently being explored and various other  
locations for such points were mentioned. It was agreed at this stage to monitor the  
situation and consider including such provision when the SWDP was reviewed. 
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168.  Street Lighting 
 
The Clerk explained the position being adopted by the County Council and their contractors for the 
repair of concrete street light columns. 2 additional street lights had been identified as requiring repair 
and 3, as budgeted had already been replaced. The County Counvil had asked whether the Town 
Council could speed up the programme of replacement. 
 
The Clerk had ascertained that the County Council had 11,000 columns of their own to replace and were 
hoping to undertake these works over a 10 year programme. She had suggested that the Town Council 
be permitted to follow the same route. This would cost the Town Council £6,000 p.a. instead of the 
previously agreed £3,000. 
 
Following debate it was agreed to recommend to Council that the replacement of concrete columns 
follow a 10 year programme but that as each column is identified for replacement Cllrs Brookbank and 
Tucker make a recommendation as whether or not the column is still required. If not it be removed rather 
than replaced. 
 
The Clerk to clarify the County Councils position and the item be reconsidered at the September 
meeting if necessary. 
 
169.  Transition Evesham Vale 
 
Cllr Wood advised of a future meeting when guest speaker would be Mr Tim Lang who would be talking 
on the Future of Horticulture in the Vale post Brexit. 
 
Cllr Wood also advised that the Green Framework for Evesham had been presented to Evesham Town 
Council and adopted. The Framework had been passed to the Pershore Town Plan group for their 
consideration. 
 
There was to be a project to map grower records in the 1920s – 1950s, these records currently being 
held at the Almonry Museum. 
 
Cllr Annis asked about the removal of trees along the river bank which had had a detrimental impact on 
wildlife in the area. The land was in the ownership of the Birmingham Anglers Association and it was 
agreed the Clerk contact the Avon Navigation Trust about these concerns. 
 
170.  Avon Navigation trust 
 
Members noted the recently refurbished White Railings moorings which were to be opened on 18th July 
2017 in the presence of Cllr Gillmor. 
 
171.  Parish pride 
 
a. Members noted the date of the next litter pick as 21st October and Cllr Wood asked that 
consideration be given to awarding a regular visitor to the town who regularly picked up litter in an 
attempt to keep the town tidy. It was agreed that it be recommended to Council that  
the lady be given a certificate of appreciation for her efforts. 
 
b. Cllr Wood asked that consideration be given to replacing the litter bin on King  
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George’s Field that has been destroyed by fire. The Clerk agreed to ascertain a price and bring the 
request back to the next meeting of the committee.  
 
The Clerk also advised members of the situation regarding the Holloway Land picnic benches which it 
was anticipated could be repaired and reinstated in a few weeks time. 
 
It was agreed the Clekr report the state of the paving around the Station Road flower beds to County 
Council as a hazard to pedestrians. The Clerk advised that the lengthsmen were to trim back 
overgrowing bushes and tidy the area up in that respect. 
 
The Clerk also advised that she had given instructions for the bottom growth on the trees in St Andrews 
gardens to be removed as soon as practicable. 
 
c. Cllr Tucker asked whether the Town Council staff could empty litter bins at the Bridges Picnic site 
if they were reinstated. The Clerk explained that this would not be feasible and that she understood Cllr 
Liz Tucker was liaising with Countryside Services about the routine maintenance of this area. It was 
agreed this area be an item for discussion at the next meeting. 
 
172.  Items for Information 
 
The Clerk advised that the District Council had undertaken some cleaning of the floor of the band stand 
and the graffiti on the benches would be removed later in the year. 
 
173.  Items for future agenda 
 
Cllr Annis reported on some issues relating to Pershore Town Football Club and it was agreed he report 
to full Council the following week. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:50 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………….  Date………………………. 
Chairman 


