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 PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN MEETING 

 

14th May 2019 
 

Minutes of the TOWN MEETING called by the Mayor of Pershore, held at the Town Hall, 34 High 
Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr C Parsons MBE (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Mr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Mr A Rowley 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Mr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Mr D Watt 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
     
There were 23 residents present in addition to those above 
 
Apologies 
 
There were none 
 
Minutes 
 
Those present noted the minutes of the meeting held 10th May 2018  as approved by the Town 
Council at their meeting on 14th June 2018 
 
Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
It was noted that the works to Princess Diana’s garden was an ongoing project 
 
Report of the Town Mayor 
 
Cllr Parsons reflected on the past year. he believed the town had changed considerably over the past 
years, the extra housing, primarily in the Station Road area, had brought with it significant additional 
traffic problems.  The controversial traffic lights at Station Road/Wyre Road junction had caused three 
years of chaos in that area and were still not finished.  The majority of members of the Town Council 
preferred a simple roundabout and actually produced a plan showing how this could be achieved; 
local residents also campaigned for such a roundabout, but unfortunately the County Council 
continued with the installation of traffic lights.  The town can only hope that when the work is finally 
completed the results will not be a continuation of the last three years problems. 
 
The flood defences built in 2011 incorporated a bund through some areas of the allotments.  The 
surface of part of this keeps breaking up and is the cause of consistent problems for vehicles,  
cyclists and pedestrians.  Whilst the Environment Agency, who are responsible for the bund,  
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carry out regular repairs, a more permanent solution is yet to be provided by them despite the Town 
Council’s regular requests.  The Environment Agency planned to remodel the bund as soon as funds 
become available. 
 
The town was fortunate to have around 250 allotments available to residents and it had been very 
disappointing to see a large number of these in such poor condition. Those tenants who fail to 
maintain a satisfactory standard had been contacted and it was hoped that better standards would be 
forthcoming. 
 
The wetlands continued in both wildlife and popularity.  This was due to the dedication and hard work 
of the many volunteers who gave so freely of their time, often up to their knees in mud.  Unfortunately 
a recent act of vandalism had marred this site but this had not deterred the volunteers in returning it 
to its former glory. 
 
The footpaths in St. Andrew Gardens became very muddy in wet weather and this year the Town 
Council had resurfaced the paths.  This had been carried out using material that was acceptable to 
pedestrians and wheelchair users whilst maintaining the soft landscaping of this area. 
 
The Redrow development in Croome Road (Rebecca Road) had been completed without the 
footpath connecting it the B4084.  Following discussions with Worcestershire County Council this had 
now been completed.  Discussions were ongoing regarding the dangerous footpath which exits the 
development directly onto the highway on Holloway. 
 
The Town’s twinning with Bad Neustadt and Plouay continued to flourish, and regular exchanges 
took place.  This year would see the 40th anniversary of twinning with Bad Neustadt, to celebrate this 
a party from Bad Neustadt would visit Pershore in August with the return visit planned for October.  
Anyone wishing to take part in these exchanges was always most welcome.  This year a long 
standing member of the twinning committee was lost when Chris O’Loughlin sadly passed away, his 
input and company would be greatly missed. 
 
The future of libraries in Worcestershire was under review by Worcestershire County Council.  
Pershore Town Council was aware that savings needed to be made and had responded that the only 
acceptable change would be the slightly reduced opening hours of the library in Pershore. The option 
of Pershore becoming an open library was not supported. 
 
With Pershore Town Council being the local burial authority the maintenance of the cemetery and the 
associated recording of burials took a great deal of time.  The Council continued with the task of 
digitalising both current and past records which would lead to a much more user friendly system for  
staff and public alike.  When completed members of the public would find it much easier to research 
family history with a complete digital map of the cemetery and detailing those who were buried there.  
The perimeter wall was being repaired at present.  This work had to be carried out in accordance with 
the conservation officers requirements and would be completed in stages over the next few years.  A 
new toilet block was planned and tenders were currently being sought for this work. 
 
There had been a great deal of debate regarding the possibility of providing Pershore with a brand 
new community hall which would include a family history centre.  An exciting design and specification 
had been completed and further debate on this project would be held by the incoming council. 
 
In November the town commemorated the 100th anniversary of the end of the first world war.  A 
stained glass window was commissioned to the councils design and installed in the cemetery chapel.  
The Council had received nothing but praise from those who had seen the window.   
The council also staged a commemorative concert in Pershore Abbey where the story of a  



14.05.19 

 3 

first world war soldier was relayed together with music provided by Worcester Philharmonic 
Orchestra.  The Abbey had been packed to capacity with a waiting list for any returned tickets.  Both 
the stained glass window and the concert were very fitting tributes to those who gave so much in 
those dark days of war. 
 
The Town Hall had been developed from the old Post Office in 2002 and was now in need of 
refurbishment, and a little more than just a lick of paint.  Plans had been drawn up to make the 
building more user friendly for the council and users alike. 
 
The Town Council had moved a little closer towards the 21st century and now had a Facebook site.  
This was not used as a means of a two way dialog but purely a notice board for publicising Council 
information. 
 
Cllr Parsons paid tribute to our Council staff, they were the everyday face of the Council.  From 
simply receiving someone’s allotment rent to handling a complicated complaint from an irate resident, 
they dealt with each matter in a most professional and friendly way.  They were extremely 
knowledgeable in all aspects of council business and members of the public were grateful for the help 
given.  
 
The mayoral year had been a busy one.  Cllr Parsons and his wife had attended 116 official 
engagements plus 38 various additional meetings for himself with other organisations. They had 
travelled some 1214 miles to fulfil those engagements.  The had been both proud and honoured to 
have had the privilege to represent the town on so many different occasions.  Wherever they went it 
was so gratifying to hear the positive comments about Pershore, which really was the envy of some 
other towns.  There had been other occasions where he had been unable to satisfy an invitation and 
he thanked Councillor Palfrey, his deputy, for standing in on those occasions.  Angela Gerrard had 
acted as his Chaplain for the past year and he could not thank her enough for all the help and 
support throughout the year, also for her attendance at Council meetings.  His chosen charity for the 
year had been Prostate Cancer Support and he was most grateful to all those who had helped at the 
various events throughout the year, without their help the various events would not have been 
possible.  The charity itself had also been extremely helpful and supported many of the events he 
had organised.  Cllr Parsons also paid tribute to the Mayoress as only with the help and support of 
his wife Jan had the year achieved so many successes. 
 
Pershore Town Council had been a Quality Council since 2007,  had held the standard of Quality 
Gold Council for the last four years and continued to lead the way.  To many it was known as the 
jewel of Wychavon.  With the commitment and dedication of future councillors he felt sure this 
enviable status would continue.  
 
Reports from representatives of outside bodies 
 
Pershore Volunteer Centre 
The trustees continued to provide support and guidance to the staff, helping put in place new IT 
equipment, new computers and software along with new photocopying/printing machines. 
Staff had left and new staff appointed which enabled the Centre to prosper in the core activities of 
community transport/hub contract, volunteer placement, the lunch club and the resource centre.  The 
grant manager, Kate Walton, applied for grants, gave presentations, to help finance the Centre, some 
of which had been successful. 
The new general data protection regulation came into force on 1st May 2018.  There had been no 
problems in this regard since that date. 
Various marketing projects had taken place during the year to raise funds and promote the  
profile of the Centre more widely. 
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Mavis James, a recently retired long serving driver, was presented with the Volunteering in the 
Community award by Wychavon District Council. 
In order to maintain standards, the Centre was assessed during the year on various measures and had 
obtained top marks each time. 
Overall the Centre was in good heart, operating well and providing the community with much needed 
support. 
Derrick Watt 
Trustee and Town Councillor 
 
Emergency Planning 
Once again there has been no requirement to put any aspect of the Councils emergency plan 
into operation during the past year. 
Town Council staff were to be congratulated in their continuing vigilance in regular inspections 
of the flood defence, which remained in good condition.  The surface of the bund in the allotment 
area continued to cause concern to allotment tenants as it was constantly breaking up.  This 
made it somewhat dangerous for allotment tenants traveling by cycle.  A permanent solution to 
this problem had been under review by the Environment Agency for several years now with no 
apparent progress.  This should now be treated with a degree of urgency. 
A recent incident of flooding at the rear of Bredon View Close occurred during the year and 
pumps were mobilised and the water removed by tankers.  The cause of this flooding was not 
yet known. 
The emergency plan in place was a living document and was last reviewed 10th March 2019 with 
no amendments necessary since the 2018 revisions. 
County Council Mass Fatalities Group had now completed the draft emergency plan and this 
would be presented to Cabinet for approval.  One approved a copy would be held at the Town 
Hall. 
Whilst the responsibility of providing temporary accommodation in an emergency situation rests 
with the District Council it was envisaged that the Town Council would wish to continue providing 
additional relief where possible in both the Town Hall and the Library.  Both of these locations 
benefitted from a town centre location.  
The Town Council no longer held emergency items (sleeping bags, hygiene kits etc.etc.), these 
were held by the District Council who had given their assurance that these items would be 
available when an emergency situation existed.  There was some concern that this may cause 
delay at a critical time when staffing numbers may be low. 
With all the advantages of two town centre locations and the local knowledge of Town Council 
staff it was important that the Council continued to play a vital role in any emergency provision. 
 
Councillor Chris Parsons MBE 
Emergency Planning Officer. 
 
Pershore Town Football Club 
Pershore Town Football Club with the aid of a new committee and members ws currently 
redecorating the clubhouse to attract events which in turn would assist with funding the continued 
development of the youth teams.  The function room and facilities had been redecorated and was 
proving an attractive venue for many events already booked. 
 
The Club had a history spanning over 30 years and during this time had been recognized as one of the 
best clubs within Worcestershire and the surrounding counties. 
They currently had an adult 1st team playing within the West Midlands Regional Premier Division and 
this coming season would be supporting over 150 children both boys and girls of all ages to take part 
in football. 
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The club also aimed to strengthen and increase their affiliation with Pershore Town Freedom United a 
football team for young disabled adults and children with matches being played at what was now known 
as the Community Stadium. 
 
It was important to note that all coaches, club officials and club members provide all of their services 
free of charge for Youth and Junior football, organizing teams, training sessions and match days. 
The club had also held a number of matches raising funds for many charities including the BBC's 
Children In Need, St Richards Hospice, Childrens Oncology, Cardiac Risk in the Young and Breast 
Cancer to mention just a few. 
 
The committee were looking to raise funds from various sources  for much needed improvements to 
the changing room facilities, provide energy efficient floodlights, a 4G sports pitch and improved 
clubhouse and stadium facilities.  
 
All funds received from Membership fees were re-invested back into the Club to support the running 
and upkeep of the clubhouse and its facilities. 
It was important to note, all funds generated from Youth Team Memberships were ring-fenced for re-
investment back into the Youth Teams structure. 
 
A busy year lay ahead and the support of the Town Council is appreciated. 
Cllr Val Wood 
 
Pershore Cemetery 
Cllr Brookbank thanked all the Cemetery Committee members for their dedication to the team and in 
particular thanked them for helping to raise money for the Stained Glass Window installed in the 
cemetery chapel.  
 
The proposed new toilet block. 
This had been rather a frustrating project. However planning permission had been approved and 
once the way forward for the new community hall was decided quotations for the work could be 
obtained. 
 
Cemetery Mapping and Family History Centre. 
The cemetery mapping project continued with volunteers inputting the data. A small amount of the 
photographing of headstones had been undertaken but once the majority of the burials had been 
entered work could start on linking all the various pieces of data together. 
Each year a work experience student from Worcester University researched someone buried in the 
cemetery, along with giving a presentation of their findings.  
 
In 2018 the student looked into the family of Florence Feek. Florence was Pershore’s own Suffragette 
and had been recorded as one of the 100 most prominent pioneers of Woman’s Suffrage. Florence 
was not buried in Pershore but was an outstanding woman of Pershore. Her father Julius and a 
brother were buried in the cemetery. 2019 saw a student looking into the history of Thomas Dolphin, 
the first curator at the cemetery and it became evident that the issues of unkempt graves was as 
much a problem in 1875 as it is today. 
 
Cemetery Wall. 
The brick wall surrounding the cemetery needed to be repaired so a maintenance programme had 
been put in place to undertake this work. The most dilapidated sections were being worked upon now 
and more will be completed over the next 5 years 
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Stained Glass Window. 
The highlight of the year was the installation and dedication of the new Memorial Stained Glass 
window in the chapel last November. The dedication by the Assistant Bishop of Worcester took place 
on the 10th November to a packed chapel with all local Christian denominations. The Stained Glass 
Window had been funded by fund raising and donations. Out of the total cost of £51,000 there was 
still approximately £15,000 to be raised so more events had been planned over the next year. 
 
Henry George Sandon, MBE the well known English antique expert, television personality of the 
Antiques Roadshow, author and lecturer specialising in ceramics was a notable authority on Royal 
Worcester porcelain. He was curator of the Dyson Perrins Museum for many years. 
Henry had kindly agreed to come to Pershore on the 1st June 2019 and help with fund raising for the 
Stained Glass Window. There would be a Pershore Antiques Roadshow where up to two ceramic 
objects could be valued. It would be held in the Library and open to all, entrance would be £10 
including a talk, valuation and a cream tea. Tickets would be available shortly. 
Cllr. Peter Brookbank. 
 
Council for the Protection of Rural England 
Cllr Palfrey advised that this organisation was short of members and therefore the year had not 
been particularly active. He hoped to attend the AGM in June. 
 
Vale Public Transport Group 
Cllr Palfrey advised that the group was trying to work with the County Council on bus services 
for the villages. There would be a public meeting on 22nd May to update residents and hear 
issues. 
 
There would be a celebration of the 40th anniversary of London trains stopping at Pershore 
shortly and the long awaited car park was still being pressed for. It was hoped that services at 
Pershore station would not lose out when the new Parkway opened. 
 
Items raised by residents of Pershore 
 
A number of residents spoke both in support of and against the proposed new community hall. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.40pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


