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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

1st March 2018 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr R Gillmor (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr A Rowley 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr D Watt 
   
 
 
772.  Apologies 

 

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Goodyear who had a family bereavement, Cllrs Grantham and 

Tucker who had transport difficulties, Cllrs Speight and Wood who were unwell and Cllr Winfield who 

had a prior engagement. 

 

773.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

774. Town Plan 

a. Members considered the draft Town Plan revised following a meeting with the steering group. 
Whilst being most grateful to the group for their hard work in producing the plan members generally 
agreed that there were aspects of the plan that needed some additional changes before it could be 
adopted by the Town Council. These included recommendations that appeared to not have come 
from residents and, in particular, some concerns with the transport section which was very large and 
cumbersome. 
 
Members felt that the most important fact that had come out of the plan was that residents loved the 
town and there were therefore few major actions required. 
 
It was therefore agreed that the plan be consulted upon in its current form, with minor amendments, 
and marked “draft”. The plan be available via the Town Council web site and also hard copy in the 
Library and Town Hall. Once responses to the consultation had been received, members could then 
consider whether any further changes were required before they could adopt it. 
 
b. Members considered the Clerk’s analysis of the Town Plan Action plan and noted the actions 
that were not supported by recommendations in the main text and vice versa. It was agreed various 
amendments be made to the plan to better reflect the views of residents and the action  
plan would also form part of the consultation process. The Clerk would ensure these changes  
were made in advance of the document being made public. Items to be removed completely  
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reflected things already in place. It was also agreed to remove reference to the “Pershore cycle plan” 
which, whilst helpful, had not been adopted and had been written by members of the theme group of 
Transport.  
 
775.  Community Hall 
 
Cllr Parsons outlined progress to date which he reflected seemed to be very little. He reminded the 
meeting that in 1991 the town had lost its by-pass because members could not agree amongst 
themselves about the route. One the concerns had been the possible infill building along the route 
and a similar concern had been raised about a new community hall in the cemetery field. Cllr Parsons 
had concerns that poor judgement 27 years previously could be repeating itself with the Town 
Council failing to take the opportunity to build something for the future of the town. All the proposed 
sites had varying degrees of credibility and he understood that Cllr Wood did not believe a hall was 
needed at all. However, whilst that may be true now, surely the Town Council should be looking to 
the future. Many groups had left Pershore and gone elsewhere for lack of affordable facilities and 
whilst the Town Hall may be the ideal location neither the site nor the building were. The site itself 
was too small to provide a hall of sufficient size for the future and the greatest concern was the cost 
of providing a first floor. A Quantity Surveyor, building surveyor and Architect had all advised against 
extending to first floor level for a variety of reasons.  
Cllr Rowley had suggested Abbey Park and Cllr Parsons agreed he could see some benefit with the 
adjacent car park and new build although he believed the site would be very unpopular with Pershore 
residents. 
The third site on the field also had problems, notably the archaeology but this should be easily 
managed with a watching brief on the construction footprint. The site was on the edge of town but so 
were many village halls without a problem. The big advantage was the 50 bay free car park on the 
site. Cllr Parsons went on to say that some members had expressed concern that such a building 
may attract developer interest but in his opinion sooner or later some development in the area would 
get approval, especially in view of the prospect of Pershore being expected to allocate additional 
housing sites. 
In summary Cllr Parsons stated that the Town Council had spent 18 months debating this project and 
little progress had been made. Opinions from professionals including planners and conservation 
officers had been sought yet the Town Council seemed to be prepared to ignore their advice. He felt 
that the council had benefitted in the past from good working relationships with District and County 
councils and he knew that for the project to succeed the support of the three district councillors was 
vital – he hoped this could be achieved. 
 
Cllr Rowley stated that, at the last council meeting, he had been the only person to vote for Abbey 
Park. He had thought long and hard about this and had decided to withdraw his proposal that the new 
hall be sited there. Cllr Brookbank thanked Cllr Rowley for his honourable decision and asked 
whether he would now support a new build on the cemetery field. Cllr Rowley stated that he had 
already stated to some members privately that he would not stand in the way of the project for which 
members were grateful. 
 
Cllr Brookbank then proposed, Cllr Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention that 
the Town Council proceed with the additional consultation with residents concerning the new 
community hall with the removal of Abbey Park as a possible site for consideration. 
 
776.  Consultation 
 
Members considered the trifold leaflet produced as a draft by the Clerk. It was agreed to proceed with 
this leaflet with the addition of a larger comments box to include an option for residents to 
suggest alternative feasible locations for the hall. 
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Members considered the proposed article for the Spring newsletter which would go to print the 
following day. With some minor rewording this was also agreed. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………… Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 


