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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

9th August 2018 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 5.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr C Parsons MBE (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr J Hemming  
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr A Rowley 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr D Watt 
  Cllr M Winfield (late arrival) 
  Cllr V Wood (late arrival) 
 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were no members of the public present 

 

At the start of the meeting Cllr Parsons asked whether members wished for the meeting to be formal 

or informal. It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Smith and agreed that the meeting 

continue as the agenda. The Clerk reminded members that if the meeting was informal no decisions 

could be made. 

 

901.  Apologies 

 

Cllr Grantham’s apologies were accepted as he was working. 

 

902.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

903. Mayor’s Announcements 

There were none 
 
904.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
 
905.  Town Hall 
 
Cllrs Parsons and Tucker tabled drawings with suggestions for the refurbishment of the Town Hall. 
Cllr Rowley agreed that the modest proposals from Cllr Parsons had some merit and served the 
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purpose of expanding on the ground floor. However he wondered whether there was some potential 
to do more if funds were available and asked that consideration be given to building a modest second 
floor on the Town Hall to run from above the Clerk’s Office to the end of the Function Room. 
 
Cllr Annis raised concerns about building at the Town Hall with the logistics of deliveries and 
disruption to the High Street. 
 
Cllr Smith wondered what the room would be used for and Cllr Rowley stated he felt one option 
would be to provide a formal Council Chamber for the town. 
 
Cllr Parsons explained there were no “as built” drawings for the Town Hall but the tender drawings 
show the function room wall being a partition and non load bearing. Additionally the outside wall of 
the Function Room was the original building and on the original footings. Some work would be 
needed therefore to ascertain whether a second floor was feasible. 
 
Cllr Brookbank asked if some work could also be undertaken in the front office to provide some 
cooling for the staff and hoped this could be accommodated within the budget. 
 
Cllr Gillmor suggested the partition wall be removed and the kitchen be extended. Additionally the 
Council Chamber windows should be made to open. He felt the available funds should be used to 
simply solve the issues with the building. 
 
Cllr Parsons had some concerns that the lantern roof in the Council Chamber may be sitting on part 
of the partition wall and this would need to be determined. 
 
Cllr Tucker believed the Town Council needed to look beyond the existing building. He had measured 
that a new hall could be built on the first floor if the ground floor were widened by 1 metre and the 
floor extend across the Council Chamber. This, after making allowance for kitchen and toilets (same 
size at the existing ground floor facilities of 43 sq mtrs) would allow a hall of 165 sq mtrs, a similar 
size to that required. 
The advantage of extending 1 metre to the side would improve the space in the loggia to a more 
useable size. Cllr Tucker had not considered a mezzanine floor above the car parking area but if this 
were incorporated it could make a special space to be used for weddings. On the ground floor he 
also felt the partition wall should also be moved out 1 metre and the side entrance relocated. 
 
The Clerk asked how staff and hirers of the ground floor main hall would access the toilets and 
kitchen without disturbing people in the loggia area and Cllr Tucker stated that would need to be 
considered at some point. 
 
Cllr Wood suggested that the kitchen and toilets be moved to take up the space of the small meeting 
room as well so providing a larger kitchen and hall. 
 
Cllr Smith expressed her concerns that planning had stated their wish, in the pre application 
discussions, that the loggia wood be retained as it was a feature. She felt that a decision on providing 
a room on the second floor needed to be taken to move the project forward. 
 
Cllr Brookbank asked why, if the Council were building a hall on the field off Defford Road as agreed, 
they would want to build another one at the Town Hall. 
 
Cllr Speight had serious concerns over the traffic and people movements as there was nowhere at 
the Town Hall for people to park and unload and this would be a major drawback of the Town Hall 
site. 
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Cllr Tucker felt it was important that the Council maximized the asset it owned in the Town Centre 
and had a broader perspective on what could be done for its long term future. He could see no 
reason why the loggia could not be replaced although Cllr Tucker was reminded that this went 
against the advice received through the pre application advice from the planning officer and 
conservation officer. He reminded members that to obtain planning approval for the field the Council 
would need to show that it was not possible to create the same facility by modifying what we already 
had. He agreed the costs may be too high but these needed to be ascertained. 
 
Cllr Palfrey reminded members that a first floor may impact on the Heritage Centre but he felt that the 
first step should be to see what could be achieved with the available funds in reserves for the project. 
A first floor should not be considered at this stage. 
 
Cllr Smith then proposed and Cllr Annis seconded, that the Town Council should not pursue the 
option of a first floor on the Town Hall but go ahead with costing out a refurbishment of the ground 
floor broadly in line with that as suggested by Cllrs Parsons and Tucker. 
 
Cllr Rowley proposed an amendment, seconded by Cllr Tucker, that the Clerk obtain costs of a 
ground floor refurbishment in line with what had been discussed and at the same time get costs for a 
first floor from the Function Room back to the Clerk’s office. 
 
Upon putting the amendment to the vote it fell by 6 votes to 5. 
 
Cllr Smith’s proposal was then voted upon and RESOLVED by 9 votes to 2. 
 
The Clerk was authorised to speak to a local contractor and to also ascertain whether “as built” 
structural drawings may be available via the original structural engineering firm. 
 
Cllr Tucker then stated that the vote taken had been against standing orders and therefore not valid. 
Whilst the Clerk gave her opinion that this was not the case it was agreed a further meeting be called 
on Thursday 16th August to ratify the decision. In the meantime the Clerk would take advice from 
CALC to confirm her understanding of standing orders was correct. 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Watt, 
seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the 
public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted” ie: agenda item  6 Community Hall 
 
906.  Community Hall 
 
Members considered the cost of a concept design being provided by a fifth firm but it was proposed 
by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED that in view of the up front cost this option 
not be pursued. 
 
The Clerk then asked for direction concerning the other four firms. Costs for two had been provided 
to members. Cllr Tucker stated he was not happy with any of the firms and felt the Council should 
now go out to look at very large companies who would be more economical and could provide a fixed 
price and not use a local firm. Cllr Hemming disagreed and felt that it was important that a local firm 
was used. 
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Cllr Brookbank felt firm two were less attractive and had not really considered the options  
sufficiently.  
 
Cllr Speight felt an architect was needed to lead the project and perhaps now was the time  
to set up a project team. He believed that members seemed to be in favour of firm one. 
 
Cllr Tucker again stated under a point of order that no decision could be made and it was agreed this 
also be an agenda item at the meeting on 16th August. 
 
Cllr Rowley proposed and Cllr Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED that a project team for the 
Community Hall on the field off Defford Road be set up and report back to full Council. It was agreed 
the project team be made up of Cllrs Annis,. Brookbank, Parsons, Smith and Speight. 
 
  
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 18.35 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


