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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

10th June 2019 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr J Palfrey (Deputy Mayor) in the Chair 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
Items referred by members of the public 

 

The meeting was attended by Mr John Campion, Mr Gareth Bolton, Sgt Sarah Kent and P C Dee 

Stanley 

 

038.  Apologies 

 

Cllr Hemming’s apologies were accepted as she had a prior engagement, Cllr Parsons’ as he was 

unwell and Cllr Smith as she was away 

 

039.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

040. Mayor’s Announcements 

There were none 
 
041.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
 
042.  Police Issues 
 
Mr John Campion outlined his job role which included holding the police to account, setting the budget 
and ensuring that the agreed promises is his future plans were fulfilled. He had been in office for 3 
years and had promised to recruit a further 215 officers. Of these 40 would be in Worcester and some 
officers would have additional responsibilities. 
 
When he started the post 37% of the budget was spent on officers pay, it was now 52%. He was 
prepared to offer grant funding for “Smartwater” and a number of towns and villages had taken up this 
offer. He recognised that is was becoming harder to deal with some issues. 
 
Mr Campion then addressed issues raised by members of the Town Council:- 
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Speeding:- Mr Campion stated that he understood residents concerns about speeding and the impact 
it could have. He explained the way “speedwatch” worked with cameras detecting speed as well as 
provision of speeding deterrents. A local resident outlined recent accidents in Bridge Street resulting in 
property and vehicle damage. They had volunteers ready to help to use the speedwatch cameras and 
try to deter people speeding. Mr Campion advised that it was a complex issue. There were speedwatch 
cameras in West Mercia but finding areas where it was safe to use them was not always 
straightforward. He felt that initially work needed to be done to check whether there really was speeding 
and this could be done by a covert camera rather than by a rubber strip across the road. Bridge Street 
residents explained the 3 accidents in the past 6 months where although no one had been injured it 
was only a matter of time and action needed to be taken. 
 
Mr Campion advised that by the middle of August the 20mph speed limit would be enforceable. He 
stated that once it was identified that a problem existed, a plan of action could be put in place. It was 
agreed the speed camera would be installed once the 20mph speed limit was enforceable. If it was 
demonstrated that speeding was an issue other measures could be taken including additional signage, 
Vehicle Activated Signs (for which there were grants available) and possible engineering works 
(although the County Council had limited budgets for this type of work).  
 
Cllr Annis advised that there were issues with speeding in a number of the 20mph areas all of which 
may need to be addressed. 
 
Parking on Pavements – it was noted this was a District Council issue although if causing an obstruction 
the police could get involved provided there was evidence that someone had actually been obstructed. 
However Sgt Kent suggested that if such obstruction was seen, members to take photographs of the 
issue and email it to the Local Policing Team. 
 
Property Theft door to door – Any one doing this should have a “Peddlers Licence” but the police 
strongly recommended that residents put one of their yellow stickers in their door stating that they do 
not buy door to door. 
 
Police presence in town – Mr Campion advised that he anticipated additional police would be seen in 
town before the end of the year with Pershore being backed up by response vehicles from Evesham 
when necessary. He wanted to see every community feel an increase in confidence in their area. 
 
Anti Social behaviour – Sgt Kent outlined how the local team dealt with youths who misbehave including 
letters to parents with, worst case being given a CRASBO (Criminal Anti Social Behaviour Order) 
unless they behaved. If that didn’t control the person involved they could be arrested. 
 
Peddling of drugs and county lines – Mr Campion advised that there was no evidence that younger 
people were becoming involved in drugs although there were concerns about exploitation. He did not 
support the liberalisation of drugs and asked for residents to give any information they may to the 
police. Cllr Tucker asked whether Mr Campion would support some sort of drugs watch with a group 
of residents getting together to liaise with the police. Mr Campion had some doubts that this was 
needed as all that was required was for a resident to inform the police and having groups of people 
involved could over complicate the issue. Sgt Kent outlined the many and varied ways in which the 
police could be contacted in necessary. There was no evidence that county lines were operating in this 
area although again the police should be contacted if anyone was at all suspicious. 
 
CCTV – These were the responsibility of Wychavon D C. Mr Campion believed in high quality CCTV 
but West Mercia police only had funds to replace existing cameras etc but not for the cost of monitoring. 
 
In summary it was agreed that Mr Campion would arrange for:- 
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Support of the 20mph speed limit in the town and would arrange for speed to be measured in Bridge 
Street within the next three months (10th September) 
 
Forward details of grants available to the Town Clerk for vehicle activation signs 
 
Check existing 20mph signs were clearly visible 
 
Encourage the County Council to undertake their responsibilities 
 
Attend a further meeting as necessary. 
 
Cllr Palfrey thanked residents and the police representatives for their attendance. 
 
043.  Items for information 
 
There were none 
 
044.  Items for future agenda 
 
There were none 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:20 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


