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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

15th February 2018 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr R Gillmor (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr A Rowley 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr D Watt 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
 
744.  Apologies 

 

Cllr Speight’s apologies were accepted as he was away 

 

745.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

746. Mayor’s Announcements 

Cllr Gillmor reminded members of two forthcoming coffee mornings, his charity quiz on 2nd March and 
charity concert on 17th March. 
 
747.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
 
748.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Watt, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 18th January 2018 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.  
 
749.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she hoped to have more information about repairs to the allotment 
track in time for the next meeting. 
 
b. The Clerk advised she had written to the County Council concerning the Station  
Road/Wyre Road junction and this would be an item for debate under agenda item 15. 
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c. The Clerk advised that unfortunately there had been insufficient evidence to charge anyone 
with the damage to the Library CCTV. 
 
750.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of January be accepted.  
 
b. Members accepted the valuation of the Council’s investments to 14th February 2018 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Town 

Council risk assessment as presented with the removal of the Cemetery Lodge, now sold, be 
approved for the coming year. 

 
d. It was proposed by Cllr Watt  seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the payment list 

for the month of February as below be accepted.  
No Date Supplier Ref Details   Net £ 

6256 15/02/2018 WAVELEY 727 Library CCTV 144.00 

6257 15/02/2018 DIVERSIF 728 Coach Driver advert 186.00 

6258 15/02/2018 WATERPLU 729 Town Hall water 253.19 

6259 15/02/2018 WATERPLU 730 Library Water 381.75 

6260 15/02/2018 BLACHERE 731 Christmas Lights 3389.88 

6261 15/02/2018 MPLC 732 Library film licence 512.94 

6262 15/02/2018 MCL 733 Photocopying 133.09 

6263 15/02/2018 BUDGETSK 734 Skip hire 220.00 

6264 15/02/2018 LUKECOLE 735 Library roof repairs 497.00 

6265 15/02/2018 COTTRILL 736 Cemetery water supply 1848.00 

6266 15/02/2018 TRAVIS 737 Grounds Maintenance 75.23 

6267 15/02/2018 BHGS 738 Grass seed 8.95 

6268 15/02/2018 DHPHILLI 739 Allotment maintenance 22.92 

6269 15/02/2018 PRINTCLO 740 PPE 78.00 

6270 15/02/2018 HUNT 741 Allotment rent refund 25.00 

6271 15/02/2018 EXECCLEA 742 Library cleaning 523.18 

6272 15/02/2018 AREA9SEC 743 Locking up 552.50 

6273 15/02/2018 BRITGAS 744 Town Hall Gas 1205.31 

6274 15/02/2018 CPC 745 Library maintenance 23.83 

6275 15/02/2018 BARCLAYC 746 Library light bulbs 38.36 

6276 15/02/2018 EXECCLEA 747 Town Hall cleaning 324.54 

6277 15/02/2018 BRITGAS 748 Town Hall Electricity 1258.68 

6278 15/02/2018 WLBROWN 749 Cemetery Maintenance 16.42 

6279 15/02/2018 SALARY1 DD Salary 2863.74 

6280 15/02/2018 SALARY2 DD Salary 1014.12 

6281 15/02/2018 SALARY3 DD Salary 529.03 

6282 15/02/2018 SALARY4 DD Salary 854.94 

6283 15/02/2018 SALARY6 DD Salary 701.14 

6284 15/02/2018 SALARY7 DD Salary 759.81 

6285 15/02/2018 SALARY8 DD Salary 216.99 

6286 15/02/2018 HMRC 750 Tax and NIC 2018.33 

6287 15/02/2018 WCC 751 Pension 1599.01 

6288 15/02/2018 BRITGAS 752 Cemetery Electricity 1010.40 

6289 15/02/2018 PARSONS 753  Mileage   16.97 

6290 15/02/2018 YARWOOD 754  Allotment rent refund  20.00 

6291 15/02/2018 WMENERGY 755  Library Electricity   409.44 

6292 15/02/2018 SLCC  756  Training   118.80 

6293 15/02/2018 PETTYCSH 757  Petty Cash   25.00 

 Totals 23876.49 
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751. Items from the Pershore Cemetery Committee 
 
a. Members considered the recommendation from the Cemetery Committee that the recent 
windfall funds be set aside for the Stained Glass Window. Following debate it was agreed to leave 
the funds in reserves and reassess the proposal in April when further fund raising will have taken 
place. 
 
b. Cllr Parsons advised members of the very successful fund raising quiz held the previous week 
when a profit of £548 was made. Additionally the Royal Naval Association had donated £1,000 on the 
evening and a further anonymous donation of £500 meaning the evening raised over £2,000 in total. 
 
Cllr Annis reminded members of the agreed table top sale to take place in May 
 
Cllr Parsons then advised members that he had visited the workshop where the window was being 
made. Two of the windows were compete and awaiting leading. The traceries were finished and 
leaded and looked amazing. It was anticipated the window would be finished in August if all went well 
and installed in September or October.  
 
Cllr Smith said that she could easily have sold more tickets for the quiz and it may be worth holding 
another one in due course. 
 
752.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Watt and RESOLVED that the procedure for 
payment over the internet be as follows:- 
 

o A payment list be created and approved by Council as at present 
o Following the Council meeting one authorised person (the Clerk) enter payments into 

the bank internet payment system 
o One authorised signatory check the payment list against invoices and sign the list 
o Second authorised signatory then releases the internet payments using their 

authorisation card 
o Clerk to print list of payments made via the internet and second signatory checks this 

list agrees with the original payment list and signs both lists as a record. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Council’s 
investment strategy remain unchanged for the coming financial year. 
 
753.  Election of Mayor elect for the coming year 
 
Cllr Parsons was nominated as Town Mayor elect by Cllr Gillmor and seconded by Cllr Brookbank. 
There being no further nominations, Cllr Parsons was duly elected. 
 
754.  Election of Deputy Mayor elect for the coming year 
 
Cllr Palfrey was nominated as Deputy Town Mayor elect by Cllr Parsons and seconded by Cllr 
Winfield. There being no further nominations, Cllr Palfrey was duly elected. 
 
755. Bank Closures 
 
The Clerk explained the responses she had received from the major banks to the  
suggestion of a service being opened in the town had been negative. She was  
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concerned that the attitude appeared to be one of total indifference to the issues the closure of bank 
branches had on towns in general. However, Nationwide had advised that they were currently piloting 
a small community operation in Glastonbury and if this proved to be successful they would be 
interested in discussing options of working with the Town Council in the future. 
 
756.  Great Western Railway Consultation Response 
 
Cllr Rowley thanked Cllrs Gillmor and Palfrey for creating the consultation response and it was 
proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the Clerk send the response 
on behalf of the Town Council. 
 
757.  Perscoran Way 
 
Members noted the decision of St Marychurch Housing to extend the lease aspect of the Perscoran 
Way shared ownership houses and the Clerk outlined the previous system of ensuring these 
properties were offered to those local residents meeting the necessary criteria. Cllr Tucker advised 
that the short timescale necessary for purchasers to complete had in the past made it difficult but Cllr 
Wood felt it maybe a good opportunity to try again and therefore she proposed, Cllr Tucker seconded 
and it was RESOLVED that the Clerk approach the Housing Association with a view to starting a new 
waiting list of eligible young people and monitor its success. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked the Clerk to remind members of the criteria at the next meeting. 
 
758.  Station Road Traffic Lights 
 
Members noted the detailed response from County Council Highways including the fact that whilst a 
roundabout may be suitable it was, in the opinion of the County Council, unaffordable. Cllr Rowley 
advised that his original overlay had created a 42m diameter roundabout which could be constructed 
within the highway boundary. The letter received indicated that a roundabout of only 35m was 
needed. He had concerns that at no point had the County Council ever demonstrated, with a drawing, 
any design of a roundabout. Cllr Parsons reminded members that at one of the meetings held 
Persimmon had stated that they would contract either a roundabout or install lights, whichever they 
were asked to do. 
 
It was agreed the Clerk respond to the County Council and write to Persimmon asking for further 
consideration of a roundabout and enclose Cllr Rowley’s sketch drawing demonstrating that the 
roundabout would fit in the area within the highway boundary. 
 
759.  Community Building and Family History Centre 
 
a. Following the receipt of all three pre application advice forms it was proposed by Cllr Tucker, 
seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED to remove all three sites from confidential session, ie: 
Abbey Park, the Town Hall and the Cemetery Field. 
 
b. Members considered the Clerk’s report and her recommendation that one of three options be 
considered by members. It was noted that the working group could not agree unanimously whether to 
proceed with Abbey Park, the Cemetery Field or recommend to Council that money be spent creating 
drawings of a feasible second floor on the Town Hall. 
 
Cllr Tucker felt that funds needed to be spent on the Town Hall to see whether a second floor was 
feasible, before any decision on the other sites was taken. The Clerk stated that she had been 
advised that to create a sketch drawing of the Town Hall extension that took into account  
structural engineers and party wall advice could be as much as £17,000. 
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Cllr Smith reminded members that the planning advice on the Town Hall had raised a number of 
concerns and on Abbey Park there were objections. 
Cllr Rowley stated that there were problems with all three sites. A hall on Abbey Park would need to 
overcome the objections of the Conservation Officer, the Town Hall had potential costs that would not 
be quantified until work started and the Cemetery Field was its location. Each site had issues which 
was why no unanimous decision could be made. Cllr Rowley stated that he supported Abbey Park 
and Cllr Tucker the Town Hall. Their opinion was that the field was the wrong location for a 
community facility. Cllr Wood agreed with Cllr Rowley. The Town Hall had been built to replace St 
Agatha’s Hall, demand for rooms fluctuates and the Town Hall is rarely fully booked. Pershore 
College is available and the old Working Men’s Club will seat 80 people. In her opinion another 
consultation is required. 
 
Cllr Palfrey felt the Cemetery Field was his preference. Most village halls were on the outskirts of the 
village and they thrive. Cllr Grantham was uncertain whether any of the sites were ideal and Cllr 
Annis stated that Abbey Park would be resisted strongly by residents. 
 
Cllr Brookbank said the Cemetery Field was the ideal location not far from town and within easy 
reach of a large number of residents on foot. There was a car park and bus stop and people would 
make the effort to go there if necessary. The land belonged to the Town Council which was another 
advantage. The size of any room at the Town Hall could not be built to be large enough and currently 
finding available rooms to hire in town was becoming a problem. 
 
Cllr Parsons did not agree the field site was outside of the town, it had housing all around it and was 
on the edge of town. There was nowhere else in the town centre other than the sports field. Whilst he 
agreed the position of the Town Hall was ideal the site limitations meant the hall could not possibly be 
as large as one created on the field. Additionally he believed the cost of extending the Town Hall, in 
view of all the unknowns, could end up bankrupting the council. He also raised the possibility that if 
nothing was done with the field, it could eventually be sold for housing. 
 
Cllr Tucker said that with so many differing views the issue needed to be opened up to the whole 
community to see what they felt should be the way forward. 
 
The Clerk then outlined the advice she had received as follows:- 
To obtain funds for the hall from New Homes Bonus, additional consultation was required. It had 
been suggested that this could easily be undertaken at the same time as the Town Plan consultation. 
 
To obtain planning permission for any of the sites the pre application advice needed to be taken on 
board when deciding which site to use. No additional consultation would be required but evidence 
that all options for the location had been explored was necessary. 
 
Some members expressed their concerns that no progress was being made with the project and it 
seemed impossible for the Council as a whole to agree. 
 
Cllr Gillmor proposed and Cllr Rowley seconded that a further consultation be undertaken on the 
Community Hall at the same time as the consultation on the Town Plan. 
 
Cllr  Smith then proposed, Cllr Brookbank seconded and it was RESOLVED by 9 votes to 4 that 
members should vote on their preferred site from the three suggested. 
 
Upon taking the vote for sites, there was 1 vote for Abbey Park, 2 for the Town Hall and 9  
for the Cemetery Field. 
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Members then voted on Cllr Gillmor’s proposal that a second further consultation be undertaken on 
the Community Hall at the same time as the Town Plan. This was RESOLVED with one abstention. 
The final detail of the consultation process to be agreed at a full Town Council meeting when the 
Town Plan and Community Hall consultation can be considered in detail. 
 
760.  King George’s Field 
 
Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr Tucker that up to £1,000 be spent 
on obtaining a design for the Diana’s Garden area of the field from a local landscape architect. The 
Clerk will obtain quotations and put this work in hand. 
 
761.  St Andrews Gardens Footpaths 
 
The Clerk advised that she was still trying to find out from the Diocese and Conservation Officer 
whether they had any preference to the type of surface to be laid for the paths in St Andrews. It was 
noted that a new path at Croome Court may have a suitable surface and the Clerk agreed to explore 
the possibility and bring the matter to the next meeting of the Council.. 
 
762.  World War One Commemorations 
 
Members considered the report concerning a proposed concert on 17th November and a firework 
display with stalls and music on 3rd November. 
Concert 
Cllr Winfield asked whether graduated pricing could be considered and Cllr Parsons advised that 
under 16s would be free. Cllr Smith stated that the group had considered whether they could reduce 
the cost of tickets but would need to sell a lot more to break even. It was noted that the title of the 
concert would be “The Armistice Centenary Concert” and 300 tickets would need to be sold to break 
even hence the £1,500 required to underwrite the event.  
Cllr Smith outlined the event on 3rd November to incorporate the 5th November fireworks, a pig roast, 
stalls and music. Cllrs Wood, Annis and Heming offered to assist in the organization and the Clerk 
will book Abbey Park and liaise with the Football Club over the change of venue. 
 
It was then proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that these events be 
organized and £1,500 be set aside to cover any shortfall in the concert and £500 be used to fund the 
additional requirements for the event on 3rd November. 
 
Cllr Parsons then explained that various events were being organized nationally and it was proposed 
by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that the Town Council be involved in all 
aspects it could.  
 
Events included 6.00am Bagpipes, 6.55pm Last Post, 7.00pm Lighting of Beacons and 7.05pm Peal 
of bells. 
 
The Clerk advised she would need to register the Beacon and would do so. 
  
763.  Town Plan 
 
The Clerk advised that the Council’s I T support team had managed to convert the Town Plan file to a 
version that could be edited and she hoped to be in a position call a meeting to consider the final 
version of the plan shortly. 
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764.  Wychavon Sport 
 
Cllr Gillmor advised that he had represented the Town Council at the AGM of Wychavon Sport and 
was pleased to report the one Pershore team entered into skittles had actually won the event. He 
would be working with the event organisers to try to improve participation from the town for 2018. 
 
765.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Watt reminded members that there was to be a fund raising concert at Cropthorne Village Hall on 
24th February called “Blitz” – tickets £15. Mrs Walton was going away for extended leave and in her 
absence some trustees would be taking on some of her responsibilities. 
 
Cllr Parsons advised that the Town Council had been invited to join the County Council Emergency 
Plan on Excess Deaths which was currently being revised. 
 
766.  County Council Services 
 
a. The Clerk advised members on traffic orders relating to parking on Priest Lane and St Agathas 
Close, road closure on Station Road and footpath closure from Worcester Road to Scobell Close 
 
b. The Clerk advised that she had received a response from Inspector Morgan regarding 
speeding and she agreed to forward this to Cllr Wood. 
 
c. Cllr Liz Tucker advised that the County Council tax bill would increase by 1.93% plus 3% for 
adult social care. 
 
She also advised that:- 
The County Council were currently checking the final drawing for the Choules Close footway which it 
was hoped would be resolved in the next week 
 
Checks on the Persimmon traffic light drawings had been completed and it was hoped they would be 
signed off in the next week followed by the signing of the legal agreement. 
 
Cllr Tucker hoped to be able to make a further donation of £500 from her allowance to the Cemetery 
Stained Glass Window for which Cllr Parsons expressed the Town Council’s thanks. 
 
Cllr Palfrey asked Cllr Tucker to look into the continuing problem of cancelled trains and trains 
stopping short of their destination, mainly due to lack of trained drivers for the new trains. He asked 
her to consider whether a smaller franchise would work better. 
 
Cllr Rowley thanked Cllr Tucker for her work to ensure the Pensham road was repaired and Cllr 
Tucker advised that she was still waiting to hear when Cherry Orchard was to be done. 
 
767.  District Council Services 
 
Cllr Wood advised that the recommended increase in council tax for the district was 0% with no 
reduction in services. 
Cllr Wood also advised that the Asda toilets were being refurbished with Church Walk being done 
next year. 
 
768.  Items for information 
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There were none 
 
769.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Fire Station site  DA 
 
b. General Data Protection Regulations 
 
 
There were none 
 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Rowley 
seconded by Cllr Watt and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted” ie: agenda item  27, Community Hall and 28, Land at Holloway.   
 
770.  Community Hall 
 
This had been debated in open session 
 
771.  Land at Holloway 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Rowley and RESOLVED that the purchase of the 
land off Holloway proceed under the terms and conditions as outlined by the Clerk. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.59 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


