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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

15th October 2020 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held remotely via Zoom 
 Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present: - Cllr Chris Parsons MBE (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 

Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr Peter Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
Items referred by members of the public 

 

Mr Michael Amies and Dr Gill Perks attended to update members on progress with the Wellbeing Hub 

and aspirations for its future. The most pressing need was for permanent premises and these were 

being actively sought, hopefully in the High Street. Mr Amies explained that it was anticipated that High 

Streets would change from just shopping to whole other experiences and the Hub would be just one of 

the places to go. 

Dr Perks explained that she had only taken on Chairmanship of the group in March, just before 

lockdown but she had met with the volunteers who were very enthusiastic and experienced. 

Additionally, members of the working group included people responsible for mental health services, 

social prescribing and experts in the field of volunteering. The aim is for the Hub to take on charitable 

status and follow a similar model to Number 8 and be volunteer led. The Hub was now asking for the 

support of the Town Council. 

In response to questions Dr Perks explained that the Hub had started to set up in the Library but the 

volunteers had felt that as it did not have a dedicated area it did not allow for private or confidential 

discussions. 

All members felt it was a great project and likened the proposal to the way Number 8 had been formed 

with the assistance of both Town and District councils. Mr Amies concluded by asking that the Hub be 

considered as a possibility for the use of the New Homes Bonus funds to be discussed later in the 

meeting. 

 

346.  Apologies 

 

There were none 
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347.  Declarations of Interest 

Cllrs Wood, Gillmor and Tucker declared other disclosable interests in agenda item 25, Avon Meadows 
Car Park, and Cllrs Annis and Parsons in agenda item 17, Allotments 
 

348. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Parsons advised that it was hoped to be able to have some Act of Remembrance on 

Remembrance Day this year but it would be on a much smaller scale and more details would be 

forthcoming as soon as they were known. 

349.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 

 
350.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting of 3rd September 2020 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
 
351.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the two new VAS signs had been received and the grant funds forwarded 
to the Town Council. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that the District Council were currently in discussions regarding possible 
weekend use of the NHS car park to the rear of the Library. This was not straightforward, and the Clerk 
would update members in due course. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that, in view of the continuing pandemic, the company obtaining advertising 
for the new Visitor Guide anticipated this now being available in Spring 2021. 
 
d. The Clerk reported that the cost of repair of the bus shelter would be in the region of £1,000 but 
the County Council were investigating where it could be relocated. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that the metal detecting and magnet fishing policy had been uploaded to the 
Town Council website. However, the Clerk was in discussions with the Avon Navigation Trust as the 
amount of metal being found along the riverbank off King George’s Field would indicate that magnet 
fishing was still an issue. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that the Planning Committee had responded to the first Government Planning 
reform consultation and would be meeting on 22nd October to consider the second. 
 
352.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the budget comparison to the revised – Covid 19 budget to the end of 

September. It was proposed by Cllr Chapman Pincher, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED 
that this be accepted. 

 
b. The Clerk apologized that the valuation of their investments had not been possible to  

obtain but reported that a valuation had been presented to the Finance and Property  
Committee on 1st October 2020. 
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c. It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the payment list 
for the month of October, as below, be accepted. The Clerk advised that the £50,000 placed in 
the CCLA account would now be required to be drawn down. 

 
Cheque Supplier Ref Details Net 

14700 PRINTCLO 759 PPE 484.00 

14701 WPSINSUR 758 
Contract insurance 
Town Hall 865.00 

14733 WYCHAVON 760 Rates 2898.00 

14734 CPC 761 Refuse sacks 195.12 

14735 AREA9SEC 762 Locking up 379.04 

14736 BUDGETSK 763 Skip hire 245.00 

14737 PKFLITTL 764 External audit fee 1560.00 

14738 MCL 765 Photocopying 76.75 

14739 WATERPLU 766 Town Hall water 283.93 

14740 NEWSQUES 767 Newsletter delivery 84.00 

14741 WESTCOTE 768 Battery for VAS 96.00 

14742 VELDONN 769 Newsletter printing 1184.00 

14743 WLBROWN 770 Keys cut for Cemetery 7.90 

14744 WPSINSUR 771 Cyber insurance 361.00 

14746 WAVELEY 772 
Library fire and 
intruder alarm 528.00 

14747 COUNTRYW 773 Cemetery mowing 960.00 

14748 LIMEBRID 774 Grounds mowing 906.00 

14749 GEMFARM 775 

Holloway and 
Cemetery field 
mowing 420.00 

14750 EXECCLEA 776 Cleaning 829.02 

14751 ERSOFFIC 777 Stationery 60.94 

14752 PHSGROUP 778 Sanitary disposal 454.32 

14753  779 cancelled  

14754 BRITGAS 780 Town Hall Gas 90.22 

14755 BRITGAS 781 Cemetery electricity 16.25 

14756 WMENERGY 782 Library Gas and Elec 288.01 

14757 TRAVIS 783 PPE 52.99 

14758 EMSASBES 784 
Asbestos survey Town 
Hall 660.00 

14759 OHMS 785 Machinery service 217.01 

14760 COX'S 786 Fuel 144.60 

14761 PETTYCAS 787 Petty cash 26.96 

14762 OGL 788 
Watchguard licence 
renewal 324.00 

14763 AVONNAV 789 Subscription 50.00 

14764 VEASEYCH 790 
Allotment deposit 
refund 25.00 

14765 BLACHERE 791 Christmas lights 7436.90 

14766 CALC 792 Training (CiLCA) 195.00 

14791 SALARY1 DD Salary 3092.10 

14792 SALARY2 DD Salary 1734.86 

14793 SALARY3 DD Salary 989.31 

14794 SALARY4 DD Salary 1001.38 

14795 SALARY6 DD Salary 89.88 

14796 SALARY7 DD Salary 912.79 

14797 SALARY8 DD Salary 997.37 

14800 HMRC 793 Tax and NIC 2430.61 

14801 WCC 794 Pension conts 2082.42 

14802 BARCLAYCD 795 
PPE and LEI 
subscription 233.00 

14803 BRITGAS 796 Town Hall electricity 251.35 

14804 LEONBLDG 797 Town Hall refurb 29306.40 

14805 SPRINT 798 Town Hall refurb 136.80 

    
Totals 

 
£65663.23 
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353.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the following 
recommendations from the Finance and Property Committee be ratified: - 
 
a. That the mowing contract be awarded to contractor one with discussions about frequency of 
mowing and height of blades etc to take place over the coming months before the mowing season 
started. 
 
b. That the Town Hall hire charges once the refurbishment is completed be increased to £12 plus 
VAT during the day and £15 plus VAT evenings and weekends. All other hire charges to remain 
unchanged. 
 
c. That members reconsider their decision to give notice to the current energy provider at Pershore 
Library as it transpired that they could provide 100% green electricity and gas and this provider be 
included whilst obtaining quotations for the Library energy supplies. 
 
354.  Priorities 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that two working groups be 
formed to consider the creation of a Town Forum and to consider aspects of biodiversity. Both groups 
to meet as soon as possible. 
 
The Town Forum working group to consist of Cllrs Boatright, Hemming, Turier, Tucker and Wood 
 
The Biodiversity working group to consist of Cllrs Gillmor, Lavelle, Chapman Pincher, Turier and 
Wood 
 
Members also considered whether they wished to form a further working group to consider whether 
any improvements could be made to decision making processes. This should include Terms of 
Reference of Committees including the Management Group along with Standing Orders, reports, and 
briefings along with looking at what was best practice. The Clerk confirmed that she would take any 
recommendations from the group to the County Association of Local Councils to ensure their 
compliance and members agreed. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that such a working 
group be formed to consist of Cllrs Boatright, Lavelle, Palfrey and Winfield. 
 
355.  Twenty Minute Towns 
 
Members considered the benefits of a “Twenty Minute Town” meaning that residents could walk or 
cycle up to twenty minutes to reach everything they needed. These included shops, schools and 
health care facilities. Cllr Chapman Pincher, who proposed that members consider this, believed that 
Pershore met all the necessary criteria. Cllr Boatright supported the idea and felt it would encourage 
people to start living in a sustainable way and that hopefully some peer pressure would mean more 
and more people would get involved. Members agreed it would help to support local shops, the High 
Street and the Climate Emergency objectives. 
 
Cllr Wood reminded members of the Town Council welcome packs given to all new residents which 
she understood helped to explain to new residents what was available in the town. 
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Members generally felt it was a good idea and it was agreed that members email their suggestions 
for promoting the idea to the Clerk within a week of the meeting so that a proposal could be put 
together. Publicity to also be included in the Town Council newsletter. 
 
355.  Climate Change Working Group 
 
Members noted to report of the meeting of the group held 13th October. Following debate, it was 
proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the recommendations of the 
group be accepted ie: 
 
a. The Town Council apply for funding to obtain a survey of their property to generate a project 
proposal to improve the buildings’ energy efficiency from the Public Sector Energy Efficiency 
Programme (PEEP) and the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PDS) and, if successful, for 
these surveys to be carried out as soon as possible. 
 
b. The Town Council write to the new owners of Asda asking them to consider installing a 
TerraCycling deposit at their stores. 
 
356.  Christmas 2020 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED to purchase four 
hanging stars to hang from the new festoons. 
 
b. Members considered the request from the District Council for the Town Council to contribute to 
the cost of purchasing a set of Christmas lights for each organisation or shop in the High Street, 
Bridge Street and Broad Street. The total cost would be £932.17 plus VAT with the VAT only 
recoverable if the lights remained in the ownership of the Town or District Council. 
 
Following discussion members felt this was generally a good idea but that the Clerk should 
endeavour for a higher contribution from the District Council. Cllr Liz Tucker also offered to contribute 
although explained that this may have a knock-on effect on whether she could also contribute to the 
repair of the bus shelter. 
 
The Clerk was also asked to explain to the District Council that if the lights could be returned each 
year and remain in the ownership of the Council the VAT could be reclaimed. 
 
357.  Members I T requirements 
 
Members noted that the current tablets used by members had started to fail and considered the 
possible alternatives. It was generally felt that lap tops (possibly reconditioned) may be more suitable 
than tablets and it was agreed the Clerk contact various suppliers to obtain prices for individual lap 
tops and a bulk purchase of 15 and bring a report to the November Council meeting. 
 
358.  Annual Meeting 
 
Cllr Parsons advised members that following the unpleasantness at the September meeting when 
this item had been discussed he had decided he would be abstaining when it came to a vote. Cllr 
Grantham stated his disappointment that the agenda item had come back for debate as he felt by 
doing so due process had not been followed. He proposed that an Annual Meeting only be held when 
face to face physical meetings could be held. Cllr Wood seconded the proposal. 
 
Cllr Brookbank also expressed his disappointment at the item coming back to Council. He  
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had also been saddened that members had been put under pressure by an email sent by a fellow 
councillor. 
Cllr Smith agreed the offending email had been very counterproductive. Cllr Lavelle apologized for 
his email. He understood in retrospect it had been provocative and was sorry. He thanked Cllr 
Parsons for bringing the matter back to the Council. 
 
Cllr Tucker then raised a point of order and stated that it was the decision that was being redebated 
and Cllr Grantham’s proposal changed the nature of the decision. Cllr Grantham then withdrew his 
original proposal and it was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED by 
8 votes to 5 with the abstention of Cllrs Parsons and Turier that the decision on whether or not to hold 
an Annual Meeting before May 2021 be deferred until January 2021 
 
359.  New Homes Bonus 
 
Members felt the funds available should be spent on one project. Cllr Tucker suggested the 
Wellbeing Hub and it was agreed that suggestions from Cllrs Brookbank, Hemming and Parsons be 
considered in confidential session. 
 
360. Town Hall Refurbishment 
 
Cllr Parsons updated members on progress with the works and explained changes to the design of 
the supporting steels which had been approved by the Structural Engineer. The project was currently 
running on time and to budget. 
 
The Clerk explained to members that the lack of an Asbestos survey in 2002 when the Town Hall had 
been created had meant that a survey of the building had been required. Unfortunately, asbestos had 
been discovered in the cellar. Quotations had been obtained and the Clerk explained the different 
processes required. There was some discussion as to whether some of the cost of its removal cold 
be borne by the previous owners and whilst the Clerk agreed to investigate this, she asked members 
to consider a contractor as there was a fairly short window for the works to be undertaken. 
It was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED to appoint Safeline 
Environmental to undertake the removal at a cost of £8,620 and the Clerk investigate whether any of 
this cost could be reclaimed. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked members whether they felt the cast iron radiators in the front office should be 
retained or replaced with newer, more efficient ones. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr 
Annis and RESOLVED that they be replaced. 
 
361. Allotments 
 
Members noted the agreed Code of Practice and agreed to defer a decision regarding skips until the 
feasibility of providing them had been resolved. 
 
362.  Physical Meetings 
 
Members considered whether they wish to hold occasional physical meetings which were now 
permitted. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that in the 
current situation such meetings should not be held. 
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363.  Quality of Zoom Meetings 
 
Members noted that the quality of internet connection on occasion meant Zoom meetings were at 
times difficult. Members considered the possibility of using MS Teams but it was agreed this be 
deferred until a future meeting. 
 
364.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Gillmor reported on a recent meeting of the CALC Executive Board and advised members that it 
had been found that bullying and harassment had become a significant issue across the whole County 
with up to 50% of Clerks reporting a problem. This would be an item for future discussion by the 
Association. 
 
365.  County Council Services 
 
Cllr E Tucker explained the background to the widening of the Wyre Road junction in that it had not 
been built by Persimmon in accordance with the drawings. A written explanation had been sent to the 
Clerk but unfortunately this had not been received. Cllr Tucker agreed to resend it and the Clerk would 
forward it to members. 
 
In the meantime, the Clerk was asked to arrange a site visit for Cllr Brookbank and Gillmor with 
representatives from Highways so that they could explain their concerns about the proposals. 
 
Cllr Tucker advised that there was to be a night closure of Pinvin Crossroads and that it was anticipated 
the Northern Link Road works would start Easter 2021. 
 
The Clerk advised that the traffic order had now been received for reducing the speed limit along Wyre 
Road to 40mph. 
 
366.  District Council Services 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
367.  Items for information 
 
a  The Clerk advised that Great Western Railway’s bid for dispensation to allow a footbridge to be 
installed at Pershore station had been successful at its first stage and had the support of the GWR 
Franchise Manager at the Department for Transport. GWR had thanked the Town Council for its letter 
of support. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that a request from Wychavon D C had been received asking for nominations 
for the 2020 Diamond Jubilee Community Recognition award. The aim of the award was to give thanks 
and encourage nominees to continue their positive work. It could be awarded to an individual or group. 
Members were asked to consider nominations for this award for consideration at the November 
meeting. 
 
c. The Clerk advised members that the External Audit report had been received and no issues had 
been raised.  
 
 
 
 
 



15.10.20 

 116 

368.  Items for future agenda 
 

a. Policies 
 

b. Standing Orders 
 

c. Business Continuity Plan 
 

d. Pavement Parking consultation 
 

e. Library Lighting 
 

Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Gillmor,  
seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public 
and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” ie: agenda item, 25. Avon Meadows Car Park and 26 Holloway Land, 27 
Allotment bonfires and 28, Items for Information 
 
369.  Avon Meadows Car Park 
 
Members noted the Clerk’s report on the District Council’s terms for the renewal of the lease. It was 
proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the terms be agreed, and the 
Clerk be authorised to enter into the renewed lease on behalf of the Town Council. 
 
Cllr Parsons put forward his suggestion for the use of New Homes Bonus 
 
370. Holloway Land 
 
The Clerk outlined the information she had been given and it was agreed she discuss options with 
the landowner in due course and report back to Council. 
 
371.  Allotment Bonfires 
 
The Clerk appraised members of the legal advice she had received regarding bonfires on the 
allotments. 
 
372.  Item for Information 
 
The Clerk advised members of the liquidation of a local firm which owned the Town Council a sum of 
money that was unlikely to be recovered. 
 
Cllrs Hemming and Brookbank put forward their suggestions for the use of New Homes Bonus and it 
was agreed the Clerk undertake some initial investigation of all four of the suggestions tabled and an 
informal meeting be called to discuss them further. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.45 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


