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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

16th August 2018 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr C Parsons MBE (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr D Watt 
   
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were no members of the public present 

 

Cllr Parsons apologised for the necessity to bring members to yet another meeting so soon after the 

one on 9th August but he hoped that the meeting would not last too long. 

 

907.  Apologies 

 

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Hemming who was away and Cllrs Rowley, Winfield and Wood 

who had prior engagements. 

 

908.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

909. Mayor’s Announcements 

There were none 
 
910.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
 
911.  Town Hall 
 
Prior to debate of this item the Clerk advised that following taking advice from CALC she could 
confirm that the resolution as passed at the meeting of 9th August (minute 905) had been a valid and 
proper decision and there was therefore no legal reason for the decision to be ratified. 
 
Cllr Tucker, however, stated that as the ratification was now an agenda item it needed to be  
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debated and he wished to table an amendment. It was proposed by Cllr Watt and seconded by Cllr 
Gillmor that members ratify the proposal. Cllr Tucker outlined his reasons for tabling an amendment 
as follows:- 
 
He believed that misleading information had been given to residents when outlining the two choices 
for the location of a new hall. It had been stated that a second floor at the Town Hall could not 
provide a hall any larger than others in the town but he believed the calculations had never been 
made. The scale of the floor area was between 200 and 208 square metres and with toilets, kitchen 
and store being 43 square metres (the same size as downstairs) a hall of 165 square metres could 
be achieved similar in size to those proposed on the field. Cllr Tucker felt that it was now evident a 
hall could be provided at the Town Hall and he believed it vital that the Town Council now stand back 
from what they want to do and state that they wish to look at it again. Cllr Tucker felt that the 
information given to residents in the consultation was such that they were bound to prefer the field 
site and therefore a third consultation should now be run with accurate dimensions of what could be 
achieved at the Town Hall. 
 
Cllr Tucker therefore proposed an amendment that the Town Council seeks quotations for an 
independent survey of the Town Hall for works to update the existing facilities and the potential of a 
hall on the first floor. 
 
This amendment was not seconded. 
 
Cllr Watt reminded Cllr Tucker of the facilities available to residents on the field with an adjacent free 
car park and that building the hall at the Town Hall was simply too inconvenient for users. 
 
Upon putting the original motion to the vote is was RESOLVED by 8 votes to 1 that the Town Council 
does not pursue the option of a first floor extension on the Town Hall but goes ahead with costing out 
a refurbishment of the ground floor broadly in line with that as suggested by Cllrs Parsons and 
Tucker. 
 
Cllr Parsons then outlined how additional services, including larger kitchen and toilets, at the field 
simply could not be accommodated at the Town Hall. He explained that he had met a building firm 
the previous day at the Town Hall and outlined the work that would be needed to build another floor. 
It had been stated, informally, that it would probably be cheaper to demolish the building and start 
again. Cllr Tucker stated that he did not accept that and no firm figures had ever been obtained. The 
Clerk advised that she hoped a budget cost would be available in due course. 
 
In view of Cllr Tuckers assertion that the same size hall could be provided on the first floor, the Clerk 
asked that Cllr Tucker consider producing a floor plan demonstrating this but, as the 5.9 square 
metre kitchen on the ground floor was not adequate for 80 people, that he include a kitchen of a 
suitable size for 150 people together with the additional toilets that would also be needed. Cllr 
Tucker stated it was not his responsibility to do so. 
 
912.  Community Hall 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED with one vote against 
that the Town Council appoint One Creative Environments Ltd as the architect firm to work with the 
Town Council on the new community hall on the field off Defford Road. The Clerk will advise the firm 
and arrange for them to meet the project team to consider the next steps. 
 
Cllr Tucker then stated he was not going to stop and upon being challenged by the Mayor to  
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explain his comment Cllr Tucker stated that the Town Council were losing their reputation with the 
public and should be rising above the petty things going on. If the Town Council has misled the public 
then it should consult again with residents. 
 
Cllr Smith said that she had been a councillor for some considerable time, was intelligent and thought 
deeply about what was best for the town. She was sorry Cllr Tucker did not agree but he alone had 
managed to delay the project for some considerable time and had monopolized the decision making 
process. He appeared to be unwilling to move forward. 
 
Cllr Parsons said that he tried to get a unanimous decision from the Council and it saddened him that 
this had not been possible. He believed that to have Cllr Tucker on board with the project would be 
better for everyone. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.30 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


