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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

17th May 2018 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr C Parsons MBE (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr A Rowley 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr D Watt 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

Messrs Gary Wilkinson, Aaron Judd, Chris Nash and Tom Pierpoint attended from Network Rail and 

outlined for members the works to take place to extend platforms between Pershore and Hanborough 

on the North Cotswold Line. Pershore’s platform would be extended in the Oxford direction to enable 

the station to accommodate 7 cars so increasing the length of the platform by 66 metres. The 

construction would be based around blocks of polystyrene for speed and various improvements 

would be made to safety. 

 

The contract for the works was due to be awarded in late May or early June with the site being set up 

from August and work starting in November. The railway would be closed from 17th – 26th November 

and no trains will run. These will be replaced with buses with a different but well publicised timetable. 

Members were assured that the polystyrene had a life of more than 60 years. Materials for 

construction would be brought in by road and stored in the Carlton Smith car park. 

 

Concerns were expressed by members about the possible danger to school children travelling to the 

High School and traffic using the trading estates and Network Rail agreed to consider these concerns 

when planning the work schedule.  

 

822.  Apologies 

 

Cllr Gillmor’s apologies were accepted as he was away. Cllr Grantham and Winfield’s apologies were 

accepted as they were working. 

 

823.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
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824. Mayor’s Announcements 

Cllr Parsons congratulated Cllr Rowley on his recent election as Chairman of Wychavon D C and 
welcomed Cllr Wood back from her recent holiday. He reminded members of the Civic Service in the 
Abbey on 1st July and hoped as many councillors as possible would attend. He also reminded 
members of the Civic Reception for Bad Neustadt on 6th July at 7.00pm 
 
825.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
 
826.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Watt, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meetings held 12th and 19th April 2018 be signed as true records of the proceedings..  
 
827.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that plans for a permanent solution to the problem with the Beards entrance 
track to the allotments were still awaited. The Environment Agency had put a bid in for funds for 
these works in January 2017 and once the funding had been agreed it was understood they would 
discuss with the Clerk the various options available to them. 
 
b. The Clerk advised members that the Council’s work experience student completed her 
placement with a presentation about the Feek family which had been well received by those present. 
 
c. The Clerk has sent the agreement form to Defra for the Avon Meadows Stewardship Scheme 
and submitted the claim for revenue funds. 
 
d. A contractor had agreed to produce a concept design for Diana’s Garden in the sum of £875 
(under the £1,000 approved under minute 760) and once this was to hand the working group would 
meet to consider a recommendation to Council. 
 
e. The Clerk had instructed the Council’s floral displays contractor to undertake works in Diana’s 
Garden for the coming summer months at the agreed cost of £1,370 – minute 789b. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that the easement relating to Cherry Orchard House had been signed on 
behalf of the Council. Rooftop had offered the sum of £350 towards the floral displays in Diana’s 
Garden. 
 
g. Following the decision to proceed towards the production of a Neighbourhood Plan the Clerk 
advised that a meeting to help members understand the process had been arranged for 29th May 
2018 at 7.00pm at the Town Hall. Cllr Tucker raised concerns that the plan appeared to have been 
altered from what had been originally presented to the Town Council and he had not been aware of 
this. Cllr Rowley stated that he could not have supported the plan as it stood and the amendments 
had been made with the full agreement of the Council. 
 
h. The Clerk had contacted a number of architects and builders with a view to them presenting 
suggestions for the design and costs of the community hall to members in due course. 
 
i. The Clerk advised that she would be submitting the bid for New Homes  
Bonus for the community hall to be considered by the Localism Panel at their meeting on  
2nd July 2018. 
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828.  Finance 
 
a. Members accepted the budget comparison to the end of April. 
 
b. Members accepted the valuation of the Council’s investments to 17th May 2018 
 
c. It was noted that the auditors recommendations had not yet been received but the Annual 

Return had been signed with no comments 
 
d. It was proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED that as members 

of Pershore Town Council they acknowledge their responsibility for ensuring that there is a 
sound system of internal control, including the preparation of accounting statements. They 
confirmed that to the best of their knowledge and belief, with respect to the accounting 
statements for the year ended 31st March 2018 they could answer “yes” to all sections of 
Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement 2017/18 

 
e. It was proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Financial 

Statements to the 31st March 2018 be approved. 
 
 It was proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the accounting 

statements as stated in Section 2 of the Annual Return present fairly the financial position of 
the Council and its income and expenditure for the year ended 31st March 2018. 

 
f. It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Watt and RESOLVED that the Council 

formally advise the Trustees of King George’s Field that the income for the trust for the year 
ended 31st March 2018 was £724 and expenditure for the same period £3,190. 

 
g. It was proposed by Cllr Watt  seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the payment list 

for the month of May as below be accepted.  
 
No Type Date Supplier Ref Details  Net £ 

6899 PP 10/05/2018 AVONNAV 815 Grant 200.00 

6900 PP 10/05/2018 EVEMUSIC 816 Grant 100.00 

6901 PP 10/05/2018 AVONMEAD 817 Grant 400.00 

6902 PP 10/05/2018 MIDSUMME 818 Grant 400.00 

6903 PP 10/05/2018 OPENGARD 819 Grant 100.00 

6904 PP 10/05/2018 PODS 820 Grant 350.00 

6905 PP 10/05/2018 PADDLERS 821 Grant 250.00 

6906 PP 10/05/2018 PLUMFEST 822 Grant 400.00 

6907 PP 10/05/2018 TALKINGN 823 Grant 192.00 

6908 PP 10/05/2018 TOWNCHOI 824 Grant 400.00 

6909 PP 10/05/2018 VOLUNTEE 825 Grant 500.00 

6910 PP 10/05/2018 PRYC 826 Grant 400.00 

6911 PP 10/05/2018 RIVERFES 827 Grant 200.00 

6912 PP 10/05/2018 JAZZ 828 Grant 300.00 

7209 PP 17/05/2018 WYCHAVON 829 Rates 2772.00 

7210 PP 17/05/2018 CHIPPEND 830 
Allotment rent 
refund 10.00 

7211 PP 17/05/2018 AMIES 831 Town Plan 50.00 

7212 PP 17/05/2018 PAPERSTA 832 Stationery 61.66 

7214 PP 17/05/2018 WMENERGY 833 Library Gas 742.84 

7215 PP 17/05/2018 FIXFIRE 834 Fire alarm service 204.00 

7216 PP 17/05/2018 WATERPLU 835 Library water 353.76 

7217 PP 17/05/2018 STARSIGN 836 Bands in the Park 93.60 

7218 PP 17/05/2018 MCL 837 Photocopying 66.11 

7219 PP 17/05/2018 CPC 838 Refuse sacks 116.35 
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7220 PP 17/05/2018 TRAVIS 839 Town Hall Maint 5.81 

7221 PP 17/05/2018 DOBBINS 840 Stationery and Civic 34.69 

7222 PP 17/05/2018 DHPHILLI 841 Allotment maint 42.72 

7223 PP 17/05/2018 AREA9SEC 842 Locking up 579.28 

7250 PP 17/05/2018 TOLLEYS 843  Engraving  20.00 

7224 PP 17/05/2018 BUDGETSK 844 Skip hire 225.00 

7225 PP 17/05/2018 BLUNSOM 845 KGF tree works 1350.00 

7226 PP 17/05/2018 EXECCLEA 846 Cleaning 773.04 

7249 PP 17/05/2018 BRITGAS 847  Town Hall gas 1064.14 

7227 PP 17/05/2018 BARCLAYC 848 Civic expenses 119.00 

7228 PP 17/05/2018 SALARY1 DD Salary 2987.99 

7229 PP 17/05/2018 SALARY2 DD Salary 822.26 

7230 PP 17/05/2018 SALARY3 DD Salary 617.99 

7231 PP 17/05/2018 SALARY4 DD Salary 963.41 

7232 PP 17/05/2018 SALARY6 DD Salary 1105.61 

7233 PP 17/05/2018 SALARY7 DD Salary 862.49 

7234 PP 17/05/2018 SALARY8 DD Salary 216.99 

7235 PP 17/05/2018 HMRC 849  Tax and NIC 2317.45 

7236 PP 17/05/2018 WCC 850 Pension 1843.35 

7237 PP 17/05/2018 CONTINEN 851 Mowing 4905.47 

7238 PP 17/05/2018 GEMFARM 852 
Cemetery field 
mowing 180.00 

7239 PP 17/05/2018 BRITGAS 853 Town Hall Elec 1225.63 

7240 PP 17/05/2018 BRITGAS 854 Cemetery electricity 974.96 

7241 PP 17/05/2018 PARSONS 855 

Mileage for 
Meetings and 
deputising for 
Mayor 

35.24 

7242 PP 17/05/2018 ASTONS 856 Twinning 350.00 

7243 PP 17/05/2018 WLBROWN 857 Allotment Maint 77.59 

7244 PP 17/05/2018 COX'S 858 Fuel 78.30 

7247 PP 17/05/2018 PAPERSTA 859 Stationery 54.65 

7248 PP 17/05/2018 POSTOFFI 860 Postages 133.25 

            
TOTAL 32628.63 

 
829. Items from the Pershore Cemetery Committee 
 
Cllr Parsons advised that he had visited the stained glass window manufacturer to see parts of the 
window being leaded up and it looked stunning. Cllr Rowley asked whether it might be possible to 
have a video of the construction but Cllr Parsons advised that this had been asked and the Clerk had 
been advised that this would be too disruptive to the process. However, a colleague had been taking 
photographs and it was anticipated these would be available to the Council in due course. Cllr 
Parsons advised that over £27,500 had now been raised with more fund raising taking place over the 
summer. Additionally Carnival had kindly advised that they hoped to be in a position to make a 
donation once they knew the final figures for this year. 
 
Cllr Parsons also advised that a planning application had been submitted for the wall repairs and 
there were ongoing discussion with the Conservation Officer concerning the design of the new toilet 
block. 
 
Cllr Rowley asked whether one of the local newspapers might be prepared for a final push to give the 
fund raising a higher profile and the Clerk will ask the Journal and Observer if this is something they 
might be prepared to undertake. In the meantime it was agreed that full use be made of  
Pershore Times and the Council’s own newsletter. 
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830.  Items from the Local Policing Team 
 
a. Members considered a request from the team that consideration be given to move the youth 
shelter on Cherry Orchard Playing Field as noise from the shelter was causing problems to one 
particular resident and may cause problems in the future once the extended Cherry Orchard House 
was occupied. 
 
Cllr Smith suggested a youth worker may be prepared to visit the site from time to time but she did 
not believe it should be moved as there was nothing else for young people at that end of the town. 
Cllr Wood agreed but suggested that maybe more respect would be paid to it if it looked better and it 
was painted. Cllr Smith suggested the Youth Centre might be able to help with this and Cllr Rowley 
suggested the Round Table be approached.  
 
Cllr Brookbank asked whether CCTV was installed and it was agreed the Clerk approach Rooftop 
Housing to see whether a camera could be positioned on their property with a view of the shelter. 
The Clerk will liaise with Rooftop, the Youth Centre and Round Table as agreed and advise the police 
of members views. 
 
b. Members considered a request that they support traffic calming measures in Cherry Orchard 
where there were issues with both speeding and parking. Cllr Wood reminded the meeting that traffic 
calming brought it’s own issues and was no longer favoured by the County Council. It was agreed 
that there was no easy solution to this ongoing problem. 
 
831.  Public Transport 
 
a. Cllr Palfrey advised that the possibility of an evening bus had been shelved for the time being 
following the more urgent issue of loadings on the X50 which seemed to have plateaued. The group 
were now looking at publicity and there would be a public meeting on 20th June to consider bus and 
rail services. 
 
b. Members considered a request from the Public Transport Group to support a recent letter sent 
to Harriett Baldwin MP relating to improving services at Evesham and Pershore railway stations. It 
was agreed a letter be sent to the DfT as well as Mrs Baldwin and the Clerk will undertake this. 
 
832.  St Andrews Gardens Footpaths 
 
The Clerk outlined the various options for the surfacing of the paths and the costs of each. It was 
agreed that tarmac now be discounted and the Clerk investigate bonded and bound gravel surfaces 
and bring a more detailed report to the next meeting. 
 
833.  General Data Protection Regulations 
 
The Clerk outlined the Council’s responsibilities under the new regulations and how she was ensuring 
the various new requirements were being met. It was proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr 
Brookbank and RESOLVED that members agree the new procedures and approve the new Privacy 
Policy which can now be displayed on the Town Council’s web site. 
 
834.  Bicycles on Pavements 
 
Cllr Tucker reminded members of the danger to pedestrians of young people and adults riding on 
pavements, some of which reached as much as 20mph. The Clerk had spoken to the police  
who had offered to undertake education in school and local growers where some workers  
did not appreciate they were doing anything wrong. 
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It was agreed to thank the police for undertaking this work and ask that they report back to council in 
two months as to whether the problem had improved. 
 
Cllr Palfrey reminded members that he would still like to see the new path around Cherry Orchard 
House delineated to make it obvious which section was for bicycles and which for pedestrians. 
 
835.  Phone Box Vandalism 
 
Members considered the regular vandalism of the phone box on the corner of Chapman Court and 
were reminded of the importance of reporting the vandalism when they see it so that CCTV could be 
interrogated. Cllr Wood said that BT were continually having to repair the box and there was often 
broken glass left for some weeks. Cllr Parsons asked whether consideration should be given to it 
being moved but the Clerk reminded the meeting that the box was actually listed. 
 
It was agreed the Clerk speak to BT about ongoing maintenance and how this could be improved and 
the item be discuss again at the June Meeting. 
 
836.  Social Mobility 
 
Cllr Tucker stated that he felt it was important that the Town Council were made aware of the issues 
that had been identified in the recent social mobility report. He felt it was important to note the 
discrepancy between those who could afford the quality of life that made Pershore such a good place 
to life and those who scored very poorly. There were a proportion of residents who simply do not 
benefit from the same quality of life and it had been identified that the first three years of a child’s life 
were vitally important in establishing what they do for the rest of their lives. He had been pleased to 
see the Abbey Park schools had achieved the best results for attainment of children receiving free 
school meals. He appreciated that the Town Council may not be in a position to have any direct input 
but suggested the District Council meeting on 20th June may give some indication. 
 
Cllr Rowley felt that it was important to recognize the positive steps that the District Council were 
taking to both investigate and tackle the social mobility issues. A summit had already taken place and 
he certain the support of the Town Council would be important. He also advised members of the pilot 
scheme taking place in Westlands Droitwich and if this was successful it would be rolled out to other 
areas in the District. 
 
Cllr Smith stated that a lot of Pershore residents celebrate the fact that they live here. She had a lot 
of experience in this work and knew there were ways of making social interventions which, provided 
they were early enough, could change lives. However, this problem had been ongoing for very many 
years and those families not achieving 50 years ago tended to be the same ones not achieving now. 
She believed this was a national problem but perhaps the Town Council could consider how their 
decisions could enhance the lives of those non achieving families. 
 
Cllr Hemming reminded members of her experience working in local schools and he belief that whilst 
the schools could work with the children it was often the parents that needed help but frequently 
would not accept it. 
 
Cllr Tucker agreed that the issue ran through generations but he felt that whilst the Halifax study was 
good news for the area there was also the other issue to consider. 
 
Cllr Smith suggested that grandparents may have a part to play and that there may be opportunities 
to look at which families could benefit from intervention through the older generation. 
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Cllt Tucker thanked members for the opportunity to debate the issue and suggested the matter be on 
the agenda after the 20th June meeting. Cllr Parsons stated that the Town Council should be looking 
to support both the District and County councils when trying to resolve the issue. 
 
837.  Membership of committees 
 
a. Amenities and Environment Committee – Cllrs Rowley and Smith withdrew their request to be 
members of this committee and Cllr Brookbank agreed to stand. 
 
Cllr Speight agreed to stand on the Finance and Property Committee 
 
Cllrs Smith and Hemming agreed to stand on the Planning Committee 
 
Upon putting the membership of the Cemetery Committee to a vote the membership was agreed to 
be:- 
Cllr Annis, Cllr Brookbank, Cllr Gillmor, Cllr Hemming, Cllr Palfrey, Cllr Parsons, Cllr Smith. 
 
It was agreed the number of members on committees be reviewed in February of 2019 so that this 
was clarified in time for the Annual Meeting in May. 
 
Cllr Wood stated that she felt there was no longer a need for a Pershore representative on Transition 
Evesham Vale and therefore members agreed this should be removed. Cllr Wood volunteered to be 
the Town Council representative at Pershore Town Football Club. 
 
Vacancies will be reconsidered at the June meeting. 
 
b. Members considered the current Terms of Reference for the various committees and it was 
proposed by Cllr Rowley seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that these be adopted unchanged 
for a further year. 
 
838.  Standing Orders 
 
Members considered the changes to Standing Orders as recommended by the National Association 
of Local Councils primarily related to Data protection. It was proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by 
Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the revised Standing Orders be adopted with immediate effect. 
 
839.  National Pay Increase 
 
Members noted the nationally agreed pay increase for staff and it was proposed by Cllr Smith, 
seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED that the Town Council pay these contractual increases 
back dated to 1st April 2018.   
 
840.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Watt advised members that Mrs Walton had resigned as the Manager of the Volunteer Centre 
and had taken up the role of Grant Manager. It was agreed the Clerk write from the Council to thank 
her for her work with the centre and wish her well in her new role. 
 
There were no other reports. 
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841.  County Council Services 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Speight, seconded by Cllr Rowley and RESOLVED that the Town 
Council remain members of the Lengthsman Scheme and the Clerk will enter into the necessary 
contract. 
 
b. Cllr Liz Tucker advised members that the recent press release from Harriett Baldwin had been 
prompted by information from Cllr Amos which was not completely accurate. It was correct that the 
S278 works had now been approved but the legal agreement had not been signed as the approval of 
the Severn Trent works needed to form park of the package and this was still awaited. If this was 
obtained it was hoped that the works would take place during the summer holidays with Station Road 
being closed from 21st July to 23rd August (34 days). If agreement with Severn Trent cannot be 
reached it may delay the works for a further 12 months. 
 
Cllrs Smith and Hemming raised concerns that if the road was closed for the dates suggested, it may 
impact on the Network Rail deliveries planned for August and the Clerk will advise Cllr Tucker of the 
Network Rail contacts so that she can arrange for them to liaise with the County Council. 
 
A response to the Town Council’s letter regarding the Station Road lights was anticipated but this had 
not reached the appropriate officer until 18th April. 
 
Cllr Tucker advised members that:- 
 
The Choules Close footway works were likely to be progressed shortly – Cllr Wood advised that she 
believed this to be in June 
It was planned for the Northern Link Road to start before the end of 2019 
Holloway and Allesborough Farm footways should be undertaken this financial year 
She had asked for the footway outside Nightingale Court to be reinspected 
She asked that the Lengthsmen be asked to consider painting white lines on the steps from Sebright 
Close to Gigbridge Lane 
 
In response to a question from Cllr Annis, Cllr Tucker advised that she was not aware of any footway 
or cycleway being constructed in Wyre Road other than that already in the plans. 
 
In response to a question from Cllr Brookbank, Cllr Tucker agreed to ascertain what progress had 
been made with inspecting the recent highway repairs in Station Road. 
 
842.  District Council Services 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the District Council had secured government funding to encourage 
community led housing to deliver more affordable homes. 
 
b. Members noted the consultation on amendments to the Statement of Principles relating to the 
Gambling Act 2005. Members were asked to advise the Clerk if they had any comment they wished 
to make. 
 
c. Cllr Brookbank asked that investigations be made regarding the replacement of hedges along 
the Persimmon estate boundary and Cllr Tucker agreed to ascertain the timescale for these works. 
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843.  Items for information 
 
a. The Clerk advised members they were invited to attend the Friends of Pershore Abbey 
memorial Lecture on Friday 1st June and asked them to contact the Friends directly if they wished to 
attend. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that a number of recent grant recipients had written to thank the council. 
 
844.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Parking     DA 
 
b. Facebook     CT 
 
c. Banking services    JP 
 
d. Town Hall refurbishment   CP 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Wood, 
seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the 
public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted” ie: agenda item  24 Code of Conduct and Complaints 
 
845.  Code of Conduct and Complaints 
 
Cllr Parsons asked for this item to be deferred to the June meeting. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.10 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


