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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

18th January 2018 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr R Gillmor (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr A Rowley 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr D Watt 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
 
720.  Apologies 

 

There were none 

 

721.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

722. Mayor’s Announcements 

Cllr Gillmor reminded members of two forthcoming charity quizzes, particularly 9th February in aid of 
the Memorial Stained Glass Window appeal. 
 
723.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
 
724.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Watt and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 21st December 2017 be signed as a true record of the proceedings.  
 
725.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that despite repairs to the allotment track before Christmas potholes had 
again appeared which had been reported to the Environment Agency. The Clerk had been advised 
that a permanent solution to remove the bank and replace it with a wall and a ramp  
was being considered and the Clerk was to meet the Environment Agency on site shortly  
to discuss this proposal in more detail. 
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b. The Clerk advised that the precept request has been submitted to the District Council on the 
assumption that the proposed council tax base would be approved by the Executive Board. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that the updated Business Plan had been uploaded onto the Town 
Council’s website 
 
d. The Clerk advised that the process of signing up for internet banking and a corporate credit 
card was almost complete. Cllrs Parsons and Wood noted that to date they had yet received the 
necessary cards and the Clerk was asked to chase this. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that she had written to the County Council and Mrs Baldwin concerning 
Pershore Railway Station and Great Western Railway as agreed. A response had been received from 
the County Council and this was considered at the Amenities and Environment Committee on 11th 
January. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that a recent job advertisement had appeared in the local papers asking for 
someone to take on the role of reporting on local authority meetings and decisions. 
 
g. The Clerk had forwarded the agreed street names for the Wyre Road development to the 
District Council. 
 
h. The Clerk had advised Regulatory Services of members agreement to the street collection for 
Arthritis UK 
 
i. The Clerk advised she was still in discussions with M and Co regarding a possible anchor 
point on their building. Cllr Wood suggested progress may be better made once the shop had 
opened. 
 
j. The Clerk had ascertained that Bloor Homes were simply waiting for the paperwork from the 
County Council to confirm the adoption of the roads and footways on the Three Springs Road estate. 
 
726.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr Watt and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of December be accepted. The Clerk also advised that the District 
Council had refunded a proportion of the rates paid for the first and second floor of the Town 
Hall following a review of the small business rates relief scheme and the sum of £10,840.43 
would be received in due course. Members agreed to set this windfall aside for the time being. 

 
b. Members accepted the valuation of the Council’s investments to 18th January 2018 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Watt  seconded by Cllr Rowley and RESOLVED that the payment list 

for the month of January as below be accepted.  
 
No Type Date Supplier Ref Details    Net £ 

6100 PP 18/01/2018 EVESHMEC 706 Library maintenance 42.00 

6101 PP 18/01/2018 IACLTD 707 Internal Audit 414.00 

6102 PP 18/01/2018 SPIRITHO 708 Town Plan 190.80 

6103 PP 18/01/2018 COX'S 709 Fuel 63.81 

6104 PP 18/01/2018 EXECCLEA 710 Cleaning 755.48 

6105 PP 18/01/2018 
WYCHAVO
N 711 Lottery Licence 20.00 

6106 PP 18/01/2018 PAPERSTA 712 Stationery 33.97 

6107 PP 18/01/2018 ROBDOBS 713 Window Cleaning 601.50 

6108 PP 18/01/2018 STARSIGN 714 KGF Signage 298.80 
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6109 PP 18/01/2018 ACCORD 715 Town Plan 1200.00 

6110 PP 18/01/2018 AREA9SEC 716 Locking up 600.40 

6111 PP 18/01/2018 
WMENERG
Y 717 Library electricity 337.07 

6112 PP 18/01/2018 SALARY1 DD Salary 2863.75 

6113 PP 18/01/2018 SALARY2 DD Salary 1008.26 

6114 PP 18/01/2018 SALARY3 DD Salary 676.35 

6115 PP 18/01/2018 SALARY4 DD Salary 854.94 

6116 PP 18/01/2018 SALARY6 DD Salary 696.08 

6117 PP 18/01/2018 SALARY7 DD Salary 759.81 

6118 PP 18/01/2018 SALARY8 DD Salary 216.99 

6119 PP 18/01/2018 HMRC 718 Tax and NIC 2021.51 

6120 PP 18/01/2018 WCC 719 Superannuation 1647.53 

6121 PP 18/01/2018 PETTYCAS 720 Petty Cash 47.71 

6122 PP 18/01/2018 POSTOFFI 721 Postages 144.50 

6123 PP 18/01/2018 EASYINV 722 Cemetery Chapel 114.00 

6124 PP 18/01/2018 CPRE  723  Subscription    36.00 

6125 PP 18/01/2018 
WMENERG
Y 724  Library Gas    356.87 

6126 PP 18/01/2018 PAPERSTA 725  Stationery    3.84 

              

 Totals £ 16005.97 

 
727. Items from the Pershore Cemetery Committee 
 
a. The Clerk advised members that planning approval had now been received for the new toilet 
block at the cemetery and she was in the process of obtaining quotations for the various aspects of 
the works. 
 
b. Cllr Parsons advised members that the annual Christmas Service in the chapel had been well 
attended and received. 
 
Additionally, at the request of a local resident, the chapel had been opened for quiet reflection on 
Christmas Eve from 10 – 12. 100 people attended during the time and donation of nearly £35 
received. He suggested the Cemetery Committee may consider the same next Christmas. It was 
suggested consideration be given to opening in a similar way during the Easter period, maybe Good 
Friday. 
 
Cllr Parsons also advised that despite the high winds recently there had been no further tree 
problems at the cemetery. 
 
728.  Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee 
 
Members noted there were no recommendations and that a response to the Great Western Railway 
consultation would be an item for the February council. 
 
729. Bank Closures 
 
The Clerk advised that despite her best efforts she had been unable to persuade Barclays Bank to 
operate even a small skeleton service in the town. Cllr Tucker asked the Clerk to endeavour to 
ascertain what the banks intentions were for the use of the building which Cllr Wood stated she 
believed had been sold in 2017. The Clerk will bring a report to the next meeting of the Council. 
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730.  Station Road Traffic Lights 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that the 
response to the Pershore Infrastructure consultation be ratified. 
 
b. Members considered the issue following discussions with Harriett Baldwin the previous week. 
It was noted that the District Council had now served an enforcement notice on Persimmon to install 
permanent traffic signals within a set timescale together with issues relating to footways and 
landscaping. 
 
Following a question from Cllr Brookbank, Cllr Liz Tucker advised that she understood that the S278 
agreement was within 2 weeks of being signed although the detail of the pedestrian crossing would 
be dealt with separately. Once the S278 was in place there should be no more delays in installing the 
permanent traffic lights. Cllr Tucker also advised that once the priorities changed when the Northern 
Link road was completed there would need to be changes to the white lines only. 
 
Cllr Palfrey asked that consideration be given to a bus pull in for the new bus stop to be provided 
opposite the High School and Cllr Liz Tucker agreed to raise this with County Council officers. 
 
Cllr Rowley stated that he would still like to see a plan from the county council demonstrating that it 
was not feasible for a roundabout to be installed. The Town Council had been asking for technical 
information for months and still this had not been forthcoming. 
 
Cllr Parsons proposed that the Town Council ask that the temporary traffic lights be removed on a 
trial basis although Cllr Liz Tucker stated that this had been suggested before and the County 
Council had advised this would put them in a difficult position if there was an accident. Cllr Charles 
Tucker felt that the continued pressure from the Town Council was damaging relationships with the 
county and district council and with advice that pedestrians must come first he believed the matter 
should now be left alone. However, Cllr Rowley stated that whilst pedestrians first was true in urban 
areas it tended to frustrate drivers who then took risks. Cllr Smith reminded the meeting that 
residents were calling for a roundabout and the Town Council had a duty to pursue this option. 
 
Cllr Parsons stated that he believed that the Town Council should continue to press for a detailed 
technical explanation as to why traffic lights were a better option than a roundabout for the junction. 
 
It was therefore agreed that the Clerk write to Mr John Hobbs, copy to the Chief Executive, Cllr Liz 
Tucker and Harriett Baldwin and ask:- 
 
1. The detailed technical reason why traffic lights are considered to be the best option for the 
Station Road/Wyre Road junction 
2. Whether the temporary lights could be removed at weekends on a trial basis 
3. The detailed technical reason why it has been decided that a roundabout will not fit at the 
junction, irrespective of services and land ownership. 
 
731.  Community Building and Family History Centre 
 
Members considered the Clerk’s report and her recommendation that as no business case could be 
made for a stand alone family history centre at this time that the Council should not proceed. Cllr 
Tucker noted the information and asked that no decision be taken at this time but that the document 
be held on file should it be needed at a future date. 
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732.  St Andrews Gardens Footpaths 
 
The Clerk advised that she was still awaiting information regarding a faculty for the paths as well as 
quotations for a variety of different surfaces and asked that the item be deferred to the next meeting 
when she hoped this information would be to hand. 
 
733.  World War One Commemorations 
 
Cllr Parsons reported that following a meeting with the Worcester Philharmonic Orchestra a concert 
would now take place in the Abbey on Saturday 17th November at 2.30pm. The first half would be 
music and readings with the second half a “Last Night of the Proms” type event. The cost would be 
£3,500 with tickets costing £15. 
 
Members agreed that this was a higher cost than they would have liked as the original concert would 
have been free to all although very costly at approximately £16,000. Cllr Smith advised that she was 
thinking of suggesting, in addition to the concert, the Town Council make more of the annual firework 
display on King George’s Field with music, an ox roast and other attractions. She also suggested the 
possibility of a “picnic in the Park” on a Sunday in the summer along with Bands in the Park. The 
Clerk had contacted a local historian to ascertain whether there was a date in the summer that was 
significant in 1918 that could be commemorated. Cllr Hemming advised that PODS were learning 
some music from WW1 and maybe be prepared to also take part. 
 
Following further discussion it was agreed that Cllrs Gillmor, Parsons and Smith meet with the Clerk 
to bring a proposal for all commemoration events to the February meeting. 
  
734.  Town Plan 
 
The Clerk advised that she had only recently received a version of the Town Plan that she could edit 
and hoped to have this available to members shortly. In the meantime the Clerk advised that the final 
version of the plan would need to go out to further consultation and it was proposed by Cllr Wood, 
seconded by Cllr Rowley and RESOLVED that the consultation process be started once the final plan 
had been agreed. The Clerk advised that members would be asked to consider adopting the plan 
once the consultation process had been completed. 
 
The Clerk also advised that she had asked the District Council to give some guidance as to what 
additional work would be required to convert the Town Plan to a Neighbourhood Plan and a response 
was awaited. 
 
735.  Wychavon Sport 
 
Cllr Gillmor agreed to represent the Town Council at the AGM of Wychavon Sport on 24th January 
2018 at 7.30pm at the Civic Centre 
 
736.  Street Collections 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Rowley and RESOLVED that the RNLI be permitted 
to hold a street collection on Friday 25th May 2018 despite this not being in accordance with the Town 
Council policy. The Clerk will advise Regulatory Services. 
 
737.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Watt advised that there was to be a fund raising concert at Cropthorne Village Hall on 24th 
February called “Blitz” – tickets £15. 
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Cllr Grantham submitted a written report for members on the current work of the Riverside Youth 
Centre 
 
Cllr Wood advised that she had given the Clerk information about the work on reducing plastics by 
the Transition Evesham Vale group. 
 
Cllr Brookbank asked Cllr Parsons what provision was in place for biological warfare and natural 
biological issues for example flu pandemic. Cllr Parsons advised that the Town Council had been part 
of the discussions regarding a flu pandemic emergency plan in their role as a burial authority and he 
asked Cllr Liz Tucker if she could ascertain whether the temporary storage facilities were still 
available through the County Council. 
 
Cllr Wood asked whether this issue could be further debated at a future meeting. 
 
738.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Liz Tucker advised that the County Council were working with Redrow to create the 
footpath from the Choules Close estate and the technical plans were in the process of being 
checked. A date for the works to start was still being explored. Cllr Parsons thanked Cllr Tucker for 
her update on this issue. Cllr Wood advised that she had been involved in many meetings with both 
residents and Redrow relating to the lack of footpath provision to Choules Close and was pleased her 
endeavours had finally coming to fruition. 
 
Cllr Tucker also advised that works to the Allesborough Farm footways was due to start on 12th 
March. 
 
b. Cllr Brookbank asked Cllr Tucker to explain the consultation started by the County Council 
relating to adults with learning difficulties. Cllr Tucker explained that this related to pre discussions 
before any public consultation took place. 
 
Cllr Palfrey asked what could be done to alleviate the issue of non residents parking in Cherry 
Orchard. Cllr Tucker stated that this was difficult to solve as the police did not really enforce the 
access only order. She suggested the only way forward might be traffic calming or a 20mph limit. Cllr 
Hemming advised that when she worked at Cherry Orchard School, the police were prepared to put 
notices on cars parked near to the school but agreed a solution would be difficult to find. 
 
739.  District Council Services 
 
Cllr Wood advised that the draft council tax bases for town and parish councils had been approved by 
the Executive Board. 
 
740.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the monitoring report for the Minerals and Waste strategy 
 
b. Cllr Annis advised that a donation of £100 had been received for the memorial window from 
the winner of the competition to name the old Cottage Hospital development 
 
c. Cllr Parsons asked for an urgent meeting with the police, particularly in view of the recent 
spate of vandalism in the town.  
 
d. The Clerk advised members of the recent damage to the CCTV camera at the Library  
and she was asked to ascertain whether the pictures captured by the camera could be  



18.01.18 

 228 

Chairman’s 
Initials 

publicised. 
 
741.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Bridge Street speeding update 
 
b. General Data Protection Regulations 
 
 
There were none 
 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Watt,  
seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the 
public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted” ie: agenda item  23, Land at Holloway, and 24 Banking Arrangements   
 
742.  Land at Holloway 
 
There was nothing to report 
 
743.  Banking Arrangements  
 
Following consideration of the bank charges that would be incurred in the Town Council moved away 
from Barclays Bank it was agreed initially to remain with the bank but review the situation if it became 
necessary. The Clerk advised that remaining with Barclays would mean a bi-monthly trip to 
Worcester or Evesham for cash banking and it was agreed members could undertake this task if 
convenient. 
 
Cllr Parsons suggested the Clerk write to banks who had previously had branches in the town to see 
whether they may be prepared to operate a limited service in view of the imminent closure of a large 
bank. Cllr Hemming advised of a small town in Wales who had set up their own system when all the 
banks closed and the Clerk will investigate this. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.15 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


