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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

18th February 2021 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held remotely via Zoom 
 Commencing at 7.15pm. 

 

 
Present: - Cllr Chris Parsons MBE (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 

Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr Peter Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr Richard Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey – late arrival 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Brookbank,  
seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” ie: agenda item, 1. Avon Meadows Car Park. And 2 Allotment bonfires 
 
445.  Avon Meadows Car Park 
 
The Clerk updated members on discussions regarding dilapidations and advised that quotations for 
various works were being sought following receipt of which a further meeting would be held. 
 
446.  Allotment bonfires 
 
The Clerk updated members on any issues relating to bonfires on the allotments and reminded the 
meeting that this issue would be reconsidered at the end of March as previously agreed. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the meeting go into 
public session. 
 
Items referred by members of the public 

 

There were none. 

447.  Apologies 

There were none 
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448.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllrs Hemming and Wood declared disclosable interests in agenda item 18 the Wellbeing Hub 

Cllrs Gillmor, Tucker and Wood in agenda item 1 Avon Meadows 

Cllrs Parsons and Annis in agenda items 2 and 17 Allotments 

 

449. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

There were none 

450.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk advised members that various minutes and other documents were in the process of being 
made “accessible” in preparation for the new website to be created. Advice received had been that 
only the past three years minutes needed to be on the website and as undertaking the accessibility 
works was time consuming, for now only minutes from 2016 onwards would be included. Should it 
become apparent that this section of the website was needed by residents it could be updated at a 
later date. 
The Clerk confirmed that a dummy site would be created in due course and emailed to members for 
their views before it went live. 

 
451.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting of 21st January 2021 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
 
452.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the Priest Lane car park (apart from the 6 Library spaces) would be a 
pay and display car park on Saturdays during the day but free on Saturday evenings and all day 
Sunday. There would be no parking allowed daytime or evenings on weekdays. It was understood this 
could not come into force until the end of March following the statutory consultation period. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that she was awaiting a response from the County Council to her letter written 
on 18th December regarding the missing pavement from Choules Close along Holloway although the 
request for a reduction in the speed limit along Besford Bridge Road from the B4084 to Holloway had 
been considered and the traffic order was an item under agenda item 9. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that the work to Princess Diana’s Garden had started and it was anticipated, 
weather permitting, should be concluded within the next two weeks. The funds from New Homes Bonus 
for the majority of the cost of these works had been released. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that the Town Hall, had been nominated by a local pharmacy to act as their 
venue for Coronavirus vaccinations although its use had yet to be confirmed. 
 
e. Cllr Chapman Pincher asked about the Town  Guide and the Clerk advised she would bring a 
report to the next meeting. 
 
With members agreement agenda items 14 and 15 were taken at this point 
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453.  Election of Mayor Elect 
 
Cllr Julian Palfrey was nominated as Mayor elect by Cllr Parsons and seconded by Cllr Brookbank. Cllr 
Winfield was nominated by Cllr Annis but Cllr Winfield advised he would support the nomination of Cllr 
Palfrey for this position and his nomination was not seconded. There being no further nominations, Cllr 
Palfrey was duly elected. 
 
454.  Election of Deputy Mayor Elect 
 
Cllr Matthew Winfield was nominated as Deputy Mayor Elect by Cllr Brookbank and seconded by Cllr 
Palfrey. 
Cllr Julie Hemming was nominated by Cllr Wood and seconded by Cllr Turier. 
Upon putting the nominations to the vote Cllr Winfield was duly elected by 9 votes to 6. 
 
455.  County Council Services 
 
a. Members considered the locations for hoops at be attached to bollards to facilitate additional 
cycle parking outside Number 8, the Town Hall, Plumz and the Library together with a cycle shelter 
with charging points in the main car park. Members had no objection to these proposals. 
 
b. Members welcomed the proposed reduction in the speed limit to 30 mph along Besford Bridge 
Road from Allesborough Hill to the top of Holloway. The Clerk will respond to the County Council 
accordingly. 
 
c. Members had no comment to make on the consultation on the draft Statement of Community 
Involvement. 
 
d. Members noted the closure of the footpath alongside the river and hoped that this would be for 
considerably less that the proposed 6 months. 
 
e. Members supported the proposed parking restrictions outside the Cemetery in Three Springs 
Road. The Clerk will respond to the County Council accordingly. 
 
f. Cllr Liz Tucker advised that:- 
 
Wyre Road 
Cllr Tucker had been unable to ascertain progress on the short link from the footway into Plum Tree 
Walk, Taylor Wimpey estate but could confirm an “element” in the new footway/cycleway project on 
Wyre Road to resurface the existing footway outside Hurst Park Cottages.   
There had been no confirmed date as to when the Northern Link and cycle way project work would 
start but was likely to be May / June however rather than April. 
  
Weight Restriction Pershore High Street and Bridge Street 
Cllr Tucker advised that this could still not be considered because there was no turning point for 
HGVs between Evesham and Pershore and no plans to create one. Cllr Brookbank asked whether 
the new Hampton roundabout by the Bloor Homes estate would be suitable and Cllr Tucker agreed to 
speak to the officers and report to the next meeting. 
  
Footway from Choules Close to Holloway  
Cllr Tucker advised that the original route for the footway was unacceptable but she was 
endeavouring to get an update from officers. 
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Poles for VAS sign on Station Road 
The Clerk was asked to advise the County Council of the specification for the VAS which members 
wished to site close to the High School and if it was possible the officer would arrange for an 
appropriate post to be installed. The Clerk will arrange for the specification to be forwarded to the 
officer concerned. 
  
County Council budget debate resulted in the council tax goes up by £1.5% plus 1% Adult Social 
Care Levy.  It will be the lowest increase of the surrounding county councils.  It added considerable 
extra money into Highways using capitalisation etc. but there was a predicted shortfall of £75 million 
in 2022/23. 

 
The Clerk presented a report showing alternative locations for two cycle route signs along with a smaller 
sign for the post in Broad Street. Members felt this was much improved and the Clerk was asked to 
advise the Council accordingly. 
 
Cllr Palfrey asked for lighting of the footpath between Hurst Park and Mill lane to be reviewed and the 
Clerk advised that this path was the responsibility of Rooftop. 
 
Cllr Turier asked that street lighting in Wyre Road be reviewed as the road was upgraded. 
 
456.  District Council Services 
 
Cllr Tucker advised members that the Sustainability Appraisal section of the South Worcestershire 
Development Plan Review would be open for consultation from 1st March and gave an insight into how 
the planning were thinking. The review closed on 16th April and it was agreed to hold a special Planning 
Committee meeting to consider a response before holding a full Council meeting to consider its 
ratification. 
 
Cllr Tucker also advised that a planning application for the removal of the Wyre Road hedge to facilitate 
the cycle and footways had been received and he was discussing concerns over the Taylor Wimpey 
embankment and subsequent drainage issues with enforcement officers. 
 
Cllr Boatright advised that he had alerted officers to the issue with the Persimmon trees and he had 
had it confirmed that they had not been well planted. 
 
The Clerk advised that she had received a Housing Needs consultation document. It was agreed this 
be sent out to members and returned to the Clerk so that a Town Council response could be submitted.  
 
457.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the budget comparison to the revised – Covid 19 budget to the end of January. 

It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that this be 
accepted.  

 
b. Members noted the valuation of the Council’s investments to the 18th February and the various 

changes that had been made over the previous month. 
 
c. Members considered the proposal to enter into a new photocopier lease. It was proposed by 

Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the Town Council enter into this lease 
at a cost of £165 per quarter. 

 
d. Those members who had visited the Town Hall expressed their pleasure with the 

refurbishment works and Cllr Parsons explained there was still some snagging to do 
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but the firm had had some issues with staff illness and had not yet been in a position to attend 
site. 

 
e. It was proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the payment list 

for the month of February, as below, be accepted.  

 
458.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
Members considered the recommendation from the Finance and Property Committee that the following 
documents be adopted.  
 
Investment Strategy             
Risk Register             
Financial Regulations 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the recommendation 
be ratified.           
 
b. Members considered the Internal Auditor’s interim report which the Finance and Property 
Committee recommended to Council be accepted. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr 
Smith and RESOLVED that the recommendation be ratified 
 
459.  Internal Controls 
 
Members considered the report from the Internal Monitoring Group. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, 
seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that the report be accepted. 
 

No Supplier Details Net £ 
15598 ERSOFFIC Stationery 7.36 
15599 IACLTD Audit Fee 414.00 
15601 AREA9SEC Locking up 373.89 
15602 THOMSON Legal Fees 160.80 
15603 WATERPLU Town Hall water 379.86 
15604 WLBROWN Cemetery Maint 37.00 
15605 BREMER Allotment deposit refund 10.00 
15606 COUNTRYW Cemetery Mowing 960.00 
15607 FULLER Allotment deposit refund 25.00 
15608 TRAVIS Cemetery Maint 26.18 
15609 OGL IT Support 1956.00 
15610 EXECCLEA Library and Town Hall cleaning 770.52 
15611 BLACHERE Christmas Lights 1973.40 
15612 SALARY1 Salary 3489.30 
15613 SALARY2 Salary 1740.26 
15614 SALARY3 Salary 989.31 
15615 SALARY4 Salary 1006.18 
15616 SALARY6 Salary 1197.96 
15617 SALARY8 Salary 807.99 
15619 HMRC Tax and NIC 2226.76 
15620 WCC Pension 2151.62 
15621 COX'S Fuel 66.99 
15622 COMMHEAR Defibrillator Maint 88.80 
15632 POSTOFFI Postages 198.00 
15633 MCL Photocopying 46.60 
15634 HEALTHHU Grant 70.00 
15635 LEONBLDG Town Hall refurbishment 47479.30 
15636 BUDGETSK Skip Hire 281.00 
15637 BARCLAYC Barclays 12.91 
15638 PRINTCLO PPE 52.00 
15639 OHMS Machinery Maint 499.88 
15640 PARSONS Mileage 23.20 
15641 PRYC Tree work 150.00 
  TOTAL 69672.07 
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460.  Street Lighting 
 
Members considered the Clerk’s report that, as agreed columns 121 and 124 in Woodward Road, 
132 in Fulbert and 75 in New Road be replaced this financial year, together with 217 Station Road, 
211 Avon Road and 90 Abbey Road as 3 of the 6 for the next financial year. 
 
Members considered the two steel columns in need of replacement for which there was no budget 
being 39 Three Springs Road and 302 New Road. Cllr Tucker did not believe pt 39 was the 
responsibility of the Town Council. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that both points be 
replaced subject to ownership being established with funds being taken from investments if 
necessary. 
 
Cllr Palfrey advised members that he had established that the station approach lights were the 
responsibility of Network Rail who would be investigating their repair. 
 
461.  Allotments 
 
a. Members noted that the detailed plans for the works to the flood defences we still awaited and 
once these were to hand, along with a firm date for the works, tenants would be advised of the 
impact. 
 
b. Members considered the 18 allotments proposed on the Persimmon site and it was proposed 
by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the Town Council take ownership 
and the management of these plots, together with the car parking spaces and water supply. It was 
noted that this agreement would need to be monitored. 
 
461.  New Homes Bonus 
 
Members considered their bids for New Homes Bonus. Following presentation of feasibility studies at 
am informal meetings earlier, it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and 
RESOLVED that the Council do not progress either the new hall or the wellbeing hub project bids for 
New Homes Bonus or Community Legacy Fund at the present time and ask Wychavon to give 
consideration to extending the deadline for submission of an alternative project. A further informal 
meeting to be held in March to consider this further. 
 
Cllr Parsons then asked members to consider whether a small amount of New Homes Bonus money 
could be requested to give the Hub some start up funding. As this was not an agenda item it was 
agreed this be considered at a future meeting. 
 
 
462.  Public Sector Energy Efficiency Programme (PEEP) 
 
Members considered the report and quotations for PV Panels on both the Town Hall and Library. It 
was proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that the Town Council 
award the contract for both the Town Hall and the Library to contractor two. 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the 60% shortfall 
of just under £12,000 be taken from investments. 
 
The Clerk was asked to take advice regarding vandalism and discuss insurance with the Council’s 
insurance company. 
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463.  King George’s Field 
 
Members considered a booking request from a circus in June 2021 for the field. Members felt the 
circus should be encouraged, dependent upon restrictions and that the Clerk be authorised to 
negotiate the best price for the booking. 
 
464.  Equality and Diversity Policy 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that the Equality and 
Diversity Policy be adopted for a further year but that over the next twelve months consider whether 
any amendments should be made. 
 
465.  Town Forum 
 
Cllr Tucker presented draft Terms of Reference for the Town Forum. It was proposed by Cllr Turier, 
seconded by Cllr Annis that the Terms of Reference be adopted and the Town Forum would next 
meet in March to consider the SWDPR. 
 
466.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Wood advised that following Cllr Parsons noting the fence in need of repair the Football Club were 
looking at obtaining quotations for its repair with funding coming from grants. 
 
467.  Items for information 
 
There were none 
 
468.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Library lighting 
 
c. Password protecting pdf files 
 
d. Events 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.22 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


