
18.06.20 

 88 

  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

18th June  2020 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held remotely via Zoom 
 Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr Chris Parsons MBE (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
Items referred by members of the public 

 

Cllr Harford congratulated the Town Council on how they had kept residents informed during the current 

crisis which had been really helpful and informative. She also thanked them for their support of the 

work of the Food Bank. 

 

281.  Apologies 

 

Cllr Brookbank’s apologies were accepted as he had a family commitment. 

 

282.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

283. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Parsons advised members that he had been made aware that the Government were planning for 

a second wave of the virus which was anticipated to reach urban areas in August and rural areas in 

the Autumn. He also thanked all those residents who were working hard helping those most 

vulnerable during the pandemic. 

284.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk advised members of decisions taken using the scheme of delegation as follows:- 
 
1. The April and May cheque payment lists available on the Town Council web site  
      
2. Agreement to pay up to £4,500 for drawings and tender documents to be drawn up for 
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the Town Hall refurbishment. Members had felt that it seemed sensible to try to get these works 
underway if possible while there were no hirers. A virtual meeting would be needed in due course – in 
confidential session – to review the tenders. 
 
3. Agreement to continue with membership of the Lengthsman Scheme for a further year. 
 
4. To purchase Zoom Pro for the purchase of Council meetings at a cost of £119.50  
 
5. To ban bonfires on the allotment site from 1st April to 31st October for later review. Members 
noted that there had been no reports of any bonfires on the site during the current ban. 
 
b. Members noted that the Planning Committee had been responding to the Clerk on planning 
applications via email and these comments had been passed to the District Council on a timely basis. 
 
285.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting of 19th March 2020 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
 
286.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
The Clerk reminded members that she had submitted a grant application for two additional VAS signs 
and the County Council had agreed an additional location in Bridge Street. This had been forwarded 
to the Police and Crime Commissioner. The Clerk was awaiting the results of some additional work by 
the Safer Roads Partnership so that a decision could be made on whether or not the grant was 
awarded. 
 
b. Following letters from Mrs Harriett Baldwin to Mr Jack Hegarty and the NHS regarding parking 
on the NHS car park to the rear of Pershore Library, the NHS had now agreed to discuss possible 
options with the District Council and a response was awaited. 
 
c. The Clerk was awaiting a response from the District Council regarding the funding of the 
installation of the zip wire on Abbey Park as the Parks Officer had been on leave. 
 
d. The Clerk had instructed the firm of decorators regarding the Library and a date for the works to 
be undertaken was awaited although it was anticipated this will be in the next 6 weeks. 
 
287.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the budget comparison and the anticipated loss of income from hirers and from 

investments. It was also noted that these losses were not covered by the Council’s business 
interruption insurance. 

 
b. Members noted the current valuation of their investments which had recovered somewhat 

since March but still showed a loss of 3%. It was accepted that it may be 6 – 9 months before 
any real improvement was seen. 

 
 In view of the negligible interest rates being currently paid on the Town Council’s savings 

account (0.01%) it was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that 
£50,000 be transferred from this account to the Council’s CCLA account which was paying 
(0.3282%) and still provided instant access. 
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c. Members considered the cheque payment list for June and in response to a question 
regarding the Mayor’s allowance Cllr Parsons advised that, should members feel it appropriate 
to pay this to him this quarter, he intended to set the funds aside to host an event after 
lockdown to show the Council’s appreciation for the hard work done by so many volunteers in 
Pershore. He would be asking members to nominate people in due course. 

 
 It was also agreed that the Clerk ascertain when St Andrews Gardens would next be mown 

and advise Cllr Chapman Pincher so that he could speak to them about his concerns 
regarding the wildlife there. 

 
It was then proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the payment list for 
the month of June as below be accepted.  
 

Cheque Supplier Ref Details Net 

13947 WYCHAVON 629 Rates 2898.00 

13917 STANNAH 630 
Library lift 
maintenance 69.29 

13918 SIEMENS 631 Copier Lease 228.00 

13919 EXECCLEA 632 Town Hall Cleaning 304.92 

13920 ATLANTIC 633 
Burial register 
software 86.40 

13921 WPSINSUR 634 Vehicle insurance 489.80 

13922 MCL 635 Photocopying 57.80 

13923 LIMEBRID 636 Mowing contract 468.00 

13924 COX'S 637 Fuel 76.99 

13925 WYCHAVON 638 Trade waste 294.25 

13926 SALARY1 DD Salary 3017.77 

13927 SALARY2 DD Salary 1700.79 

13928 SALARY3 DD Salary 784.67 

13929 SALARY4 DD Salary 982.43 

13930 SALARY6 DD Salary 430.85 

13931 SALARY7 DD Salary 874.13 

13932 PARSONS DD Mayor's allowance 480.00 

13936 HMRC 639 Tax and NIC 2425.22 

13937 WCC 640 Pension contributions 1652.40 

13938 BUDGETSK 646 Skip hire 695.00 

13939 ONLINE 642 Stationery 23.50 

13940 WPSINSUR 643 Insurance 7652.26 

13942 WMENERGY 644 
Library gas and 
electricity 252.38 

13943 ONE 645 Town Hall tender docs 4800.00 

     

   Totals £30744.85 

 
288. End of Financial Year 2020 
 
a. The Clerk explained that three of the four the issues raised by the Internal Auditor had related 
to tasks that could not be completed because of the current crisis although one had now been 
resolved by the production of the signed minutes of the February meeting. Cllr Smith advised that she 
would now be in a position to sign the end of year bank reconciliation which would clear another. 
Unfortunately the third would not be able to be completed until the Internal Monitoring group were in a 
position to meet. The fourth issue related to the transfer of Sage Accounts into the new IT system 
and the VAT setting being restored to default. This had now been rectified. 
 
Members noted the finding of the Internal Audit and that the Internal Audit section of the Annual 
Return had been signed. 
 
b. Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and whether they could  
answer “yes” to the various assurances set out. Items 1, 2, 4, 6 and 7 were unanimously  
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approved. Cllr Tucker stated that he believed the Town Council was not in a position to answer “yes” 
to items 3 and 5 and upon putting this to the vote it was RESOLVED by 11 votes to 1 with 1 
abstention that “yes” should be answered to these questions. 
 
c. Members considered the Accounting Statements and accounts to 31st March 2020. It was 
proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Accounting Statements be 
approved. 
 
d. Members approved the Annual Report for distribution to residents. 
 
e. Members agreed to the Clerk formally advising the Trustees of King George V Playing Field 
that the income for the Trust for the financial year to 31st March 2020 was £1,086.96 and expenditure 
£12,389.40. Members accepted that a meeting of the Trustees would be required to minute this 
information. 
 
289.  Meetings 
 
Members agreed to consider agenda item 7b before debating 7a. 
 
b. Members considered whether to renew the current Scheme of Delegation which was due for 
review at this meeting. Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr 
Grantham and RESOLVED that the Scheme be extended for a further three months whilst continuing 
with remote meetings. 
 
a. Members Considered whether they wished to hold an Annual Meeting in the light of the current 
crisis and the new legislation allowing for Annual Meetings to be postponed until 2021. It was 
proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that a decision on whether to hold 
an Annual Meeting be deferred until the September meeting. 
 
c. Members agreed to continue virtual meetings which should be live streamed and any resident 
wishing to speak at the meeting to contact the Clerk so that they could attend remotely. 
 
290.  Christmas Lights 
 
Cllr Turier asked for more details of what options were available for festoons across the street and 
their costs. It was agreed this be an item for the July meeting with more detail available. It was also 
agreed to consider, when circumstances allowed, to have a celebration once the town was open and 
this could be part of the Christmas light switch on at the end of November.  
 
Cllr Chapman Pincher advised that a local trader had offered to provide the Christmas tree in Broad 
Street and the Clerk was asked to put him in touch with Pershore Rotary who traditionally organized 
this. 
 
291.  Town Clock 
 
The Clerk advised that the cost to repair the town clock was £1,260 plus the cost of the hoist making 
the total approximately £600. This would involve replacing the whole mechanism along with the 
hands. It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the repairs be 
undertaken and the Clerk ascertain the length of the guarantee attached to the repair. 
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292.  Coronavirus 
 
Cllr Annis asked whether it might be possible for face to face meetings to take place in the Wychavon 
Council Chamber which would give a great deal of space. It was agreed this be an item for 
discussion at the July meeting in the light of updates on social distancing that would be available at 
that time. 
 
Cllr Chapman Pincher asked about the Well Being Hub and its lack of a location following the closure 
of Pershore Library which the Clerk advised would not be opening until some time in August. Cllr 
Hemming advised that the Hub now had a new Chairman but the volunteers had been very busy 
telephoning the vulnerable during the crisis so their skills had been well used. 
 
It was agreed this subject be considered again at the July meeting. 
 
293.  Town Council Priorities 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that this item be deferred to 
the July meeting of Council. 
 
294.  Climate Change Working Group 
 
Members agreed the membership of this group as:- 
Cllr Boatright 
Cllr Brookbank 
Cllr Gillmor 
Cllr Lavelle 
Cllr Tucker 
Cllr Wood 
 
It was agreed the Terms of Reference for the group be agreed at the July meeting of the Council. 
 
295.  Town Hall Opening 
 
The Clerk presented suggestions for enabling the Town Hall to reopen to the public. Following debate 
members agreed this should be deferred to the July meeting and in the meantime the Clerk asked for 
members suggestions as to how this could be achieved safely. 
 
296.  Marking V E Day 
 
It was agreed no decision could be made about any celebration in the current crisis. 
 
297.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Smith advised that the Volunteer Centre had been using Zoom for meetings and the team at the 
Centre had been working hard during the pandemic. 
 
Cllr Gillmor advised that CALC had been having Zoom meetings but he had nothing to report, 
 
Cllr Annis, as Chairman of the Cemetery Committee, thanked the Clerk for the work she had been 
undertaking at the cemetery with graveside services and burials. 
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298.  Items for information 
 
Cllr Palfrey advised that the footbridge for the new Railway Station car park had been proven to be 
suitable and work was ongoing to find the necessary funding for the project. 
 
Cllr Grantham advised that repair work had started on the Gas Main across the river. 
 
299.  Items for future agenda 
 
Active Travel   CT 
 
Notices of Motion – rules DB 
 
Code of Conduct consultation 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Grantham, 
seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” ie: agenda item, 18 Staffing 
 
 
300.  Staffing 
 
Members considered proposals from the Clerk concerning the replacement of a member of staff who 
would be retiring at the end of July. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and 
RESOLVED that these proposals be accepted. 
 
The Clerk updated members on progress with the Deputy Clerk and Administration Assistant. 
 
The Clerk apologized that members had not had sight of her report in advance of the meeting and it 
was her intention in future for confidential reports to be sent to members by post in advance of the 
meeting. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.00 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


