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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

19th April 2018 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr R Gillmor (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr D Watt 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
 
 
799.  Apologies 

 

Cllr Hemming and Cllr Palfrey’s apologies were accepted as they were away. Cllr Winfield’s 

apologies were accepted as he was working and Cllr Rowley’s as he had another meeting. 

 

800.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

801. Mayor’s Announcements 

There were none 
 
802.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
 
803.  Town Plan 
 
Members considered the Clerk’s report on the consultation of the Town Plan and the revised action 
plan, now placed in order of priority following the consultation. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that the Town Council 
now adopt the Town Plan. The Clerk will bring its implementation to a future meeting of the Council 
 
It was then proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the Town Council 
ask the District Council to also adopt the plan as an item for information. The Clerk will advise the 
District Council and ask that they consider this. 
 
Members then considered whether to undertake the next stage of the process which would be to 
develop a Neighbourhood Plan. Members noted the considerable extra work required but that the 
Town Plan, now adopted, would form an important part of the information base. However it was 
understood that a Neighbourhood Plan was primarily to identify development land but would require a 
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considerable amount of work. The Clerk advised that some members of the original Town Plan 
Steering Group had offered to help with the development of the Neighbourhood Plan alongside the 
Town Council. 
 
It was then proposed by Cllr Watt, seconded by Cllr Speight and RESOLVED that the Council 
proceed towards the production of a Neighbourhood Plan. The Clerk will, as a first step, ask for 
representatives from the Local Planning Authority to meet the Town Council and go through how this 
would be achieved and the funding available. 
 
Cllr Gillmor thanked the steering group again for all their hard work in producing the 
 
804.  Community Hall 
 
The Clerk presented the results of the public consultation and reminded members of the work 
undertaken to date with the project. Cllr Watt asked for clarification that it was still proposed that the 
Family History Centre be sited in the hall and this was confirmed if possible. 
 
Cllr Wood advised that she understood the ballroom at the Working Men’s Club would be repaired 
and available in 2019 and also suggested the Town Council consider waiting until the Fire Station 
went on the market and buy that.  
 
Cllr Speight said he had some concerns about the cost of any hall and whether it was affordable. 
 
Cllr Tucker stated that he did not believe the new consultation had moved the Town Council forward 
at all and told the council no more than they already knew. He felt that the response had been very 
poor and the Council should now think very carefully about how to proceed. There was a lot of work 
to do regarding planning and he did not believe the other sites in town had been adequately explored. 
He also regretted that the Town Hall was not being seriously considered and felt nothing more should 
be done until this work had been undertaken. Cllr Tucker also believed that the building of a hall in 
the field would gift a developer the opportunity to build houses along Defford Road which he stated 
was the consensus of local opinion. 
 
Cllr Brookbank stated that the council had now been discussing this for 2 years and most existing 
halls do not seat 150 people which he felt was the right size. The Town Hall could not be made large 
enough to seat this number and any work to put a second floor on the Town Hall would be extremely 
costly. He believed the Town Council should now go forward with their promise to build a hall of a 
similar size to the previously owned St Agathas Hall. 
 
Cllr Parsons advised the meeting that having spoken to the Fire Service he had been told they had 
no intention of moving and were currently spending a great deal on refurbishment. Cllr Parsons 
recognised that the response to the consultation had not been large but then neither had the one for 
the library but the Town Council still went ahead. Many residents did not respond to the second 
consultation because they had already responded to the first and did not feel they needed to do so 
again. Cllr Parsons reminded the meeting that professional advice had been taken from a local 
architect, quantity surveyor and building surveyor so he could not see what further advice could be 
taken. The Town Hall only seated 80. If the council continued to do nothing with the field it would 
continue to be an on cost to the council with the necessary regular maintenance. A developer had 
previously offered the council £1 million and it would sadden him if the field ended up being sold for 
housing. 
 
Cllr Annis then proposed that the Council build the new hall on the field but this was not put  
to the vote at this stage. 
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Cllr Wood stated that she still had not changed her mind – the land had been bought for a cemetery. 
Surely it was still needed for a cemetery – could the additional space be found on the ground floor of 
the Town Hall? 
 
Cllr Parsons advised that the field was 4 acres and the hall would take up a very small proportion of 
the total space. There would still be ample room for the cemetery extension including woodland 
burials and with more cremations taking place the area could last at least 100 years. he also 
anticipated there would be considerable landscaping of the area around any new hall should it be 
agreed to build it on the field. 
 
Cllr Smith reminded members that the new crematorium at Fladbury would also have a Garden of 
Rest and it was possible the number of ashes burials in the cemetery would fall as a result. Cllr Smith 
went on to say that the working group had been discussing the project for a long time but still couldn’t 
agree. Whatever research was undertaken it would appear it was never enough for one member. Cllr 
Smith also reminded members that £132,000 was still available to pay for refurbishment of the 
ground floor of the Town Hall and it maybe that a better Town Hall as well as a new community hall 
would provide two spaces for the town. She felt that the council should not continue to debate the 
issue as it was apparent no decision was going to be unanimous, she felt that a vote should be taken 
so that democracy could take its course. 
 
Cllr Speight suggested all local organisations in the town should be consulted to see whether they 
would use the new hall but the Clerk reminded members that there was no intention to take groups 
away from existing halls. The advice given by Community First was that in their experience if a new 
hall was provided, new groups would form to use it. 
 
Cllr Tucker said that Cllr Brookbank was incorrect about the cost of a second floor in the Town Hall 
as costs had never been accurately established. He also regretted hearing the threat that the field 
could be sold for housing and he reminded members that such a decision could only be taken by the 
Town Council. Cllr Tucker went on to say that there needed to be a proper evaluation of the two sites 
the money set aside for the Town  Hall could, in his opinion, be taken off the cost of the first floor. The 
field needed some archaeological work and this cost did not appear to have been included. He 
reiterated his belief that building a hall on the field would be a gift for a developer. Cllr Annis stated 
that he would object to the field being sold for housing but recognized that future councils may not 
feel the same way. 
 
The Clerk reminded the meeting that support from the consultation for a hall utilizing a second floor at 
the Town Hall had been very low at only 27% therefore she wondered whether members should still 
be considering it as an option. 
 
Cllr Parsons objected strongly to Cllr Tucker’s suggestion that there had been any threat to the Town 
Council but no one knew what a future council might decide. A decision on the field would need to be 
made eventually. He had grave concerns about building on the Town Hall as the quotations for the 
original conversion had been £350,000 but  the cost had eventually risen to £1.2 million and he was 
cautious the same could happen again.. Cllr Parsons advised the meeting that he had attended an 
event, where many people had limited mobility, in Worcester that day and they met in an out of town 
hall as there was easy parking and not far to walk for those who were disabled. He felt this should be 
considered when making the decision. 
 
Cllr Brookbank advised the meeting that Cllr Rowley had stated at the Town Council meeting on 1st 
March 2018 that if the council were to decide to build the hall on the field he would not stand in its 
way. 
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Cllr Smith then proposed that, in line with the public consultations, the Town Council proceed with the 
development of a new community building on land currently known as the cemetery field. This was 
seconded by Cllr Brookbank. 
 
Cllr Tucker then proposed an amendment that it was premature to decide to put a hall on the field. 
The proposal should be put into the Neighbourhood Plan and a decision made on the location and 
which location was appropriate in the light of the plan. This amendment was not seconded by any 
member and therefore fell. 
 
Upon putting the original proposal to the vote it was carried by 6 votes to 2 with 1 abstention. 
 
It was then agreed the Clerk be asked to approach contractors for costs of a timber framed hall as 
previously discussed. 
 
Cllr Tucker felt although the decision had been taken it did not need to be implemented immediately 
and the council could not ignore the planning issues. He also reminded members of the importance 
of having the agreement of the district councillors when applying for New Homes Bonus. 
 
Cllr Smith stated that she believed the council had now fulfilled all the requirements for the District 
Council and there should be no issues. 
 
Cllr Parsons stated that he agreed with Cllr Tucker that the field was not the ideal location but the 
council had spent a lot of time looking at the Town Hall and other central locations. He believed that if 
the town was to have a new hall it had to be a new build as that was all the council can afford. To 
build a second floor on the Town Hall would bankrupt the council. 
 
Cllr Gillmor thanked members for their attendance the declared the meeting closed at 8.10pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


