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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

19th October 2017 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr R Gillmor (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr A Rowley 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr R Speight 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
Mr Michael Amies, Chairman of the Town Plan Steering Group attended the meeting and advised 
members that the group had now started analyzing the consultation responses with the 5 theme 
groups working on the draft of their section of the plan. It was intended this would be presented to the 
Town Council at a special informal meeting on 14th December. He had had the first draft of one 
group’s report that day. The overarching summary seemed to be that people liked Pershore and 
wanted to keep it. There were concerns from retailers about the impact of the Aldi store in Pinvin and 
Mr Amies asked the Town Council to reconsider whether they wished to make any representations to 
the District Council regarding this planning application. He was hoping that the theme groups would 
come up with some innovative suggestions for the town based on the consultation and he had urged 
the groups to remember that even if something had not worked in the past that did not mean it would 
not work now. 
Mr Amies believed the work of the group would come in within budget and urged members to 
consider using the material gathered as the starting point for a Neighbourhood Plan which would 
have more weight with the Planning Authority. 
Mr Amies stated that a draft copy of the plan would be sent to all members in advance of the meeting 
with a presentation at the meeting from each group leader. It would then be up to members of the 
Town Council to consider and adopt if they so wished. 
 
Members of the public attended and raised the issue of the proposed Community Hall. They had 
some concerns that they had not responded to the original consultation and asked whether they 
could put other suggestions forward. Members had no objection to this proposal but advised that as 
with all representations, whilst it would form part of any decision making process, it would not 
necessarily make any difference to how the Town Council decided to proceed. 
 
650.  Apologies 

 

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Watt who was away. 

 

651.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
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652. Mayor’s Announcements 

Cllr Gillmor welcomed Cllr Hemming as a new member of Pershore Town Council. He also reminded 
members of the litter pick the following day, the Twinning Civic Reception on Monday 23rd October, 
Coffee morning for Paddlers on 28th October, Fireworks 4th November and Remembrance Sunday on 
12th November. 
 
653.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
 
654.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 7th September 2017 be signed as a true record of the proceedings. It was proposed by 
Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 25th 
September 2017 be signed as a true record of the proceedings. 
 
655.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk reported that a bid for funds had been submitted to enable a permanent solution to 
the issues with the track over the bund at the Beards entrance to the allotments. Cllr Parsons advised 
that the recently filled potholes had already started to reappear. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that the County Council had agreed to the Town Council’s decision to 
replace 6 concrete lamp columns per year. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that the passivent system was to be closed shortly and reopened in April 
2018. The Clerk anticipated having suggestions for an alternative ventilation system before that time. 
 
d. The Clerk reminded members of the defibrillator training arranged for 7.00pm on Tuesday 31st 
October and members confirmed their attendance. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that a letter from Mr Nigel Huddleston regarding the concerns raised about 
the possible timetable changes once Worcester Parkway is open had been received and Mrs Harriett 
Baldwin was in the process of contacting the Managing Director. Cllr Palfrey had some concerns 
about the responses and suggesting contacting the County Council with the Town Council’s 
concerns. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that in view of the imminent changes in police serving at Pershore Station it 
had been suggested the meeting with the local policing team be deferred until mid November. 
 
656.  Station Road Traffic Lights 
 
The Clerk advised members of the press release issued that day and furnished them with a copy. 
The County Council had decided for a variety of reasons that the Station Road junction would be 
managed with traffic lights and not a roundabout as had been requested by the Town Council and 
local residents. 
Cllr Parsons advised members of a recent accident at the junction and he felt that traffic lights would 
simply cause more accidents. Cllr Annis noted that the press release mentioned 4 roads when in fact 
there were 5 if you included Mill Lane. It was agreed the Clerk investigate whether there was any way 
in which the Town Council could challenge the decision and bring the matter back to the next meeting 
of the Town Council. 
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657.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of September be accepted. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that due to changes in the way Barclays operated she had been unable to 

obtain a valuation of the Council’s investments. She anticipated this would be available at the 
next meeting. 

 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Smith  seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the payment list 

for the month of October as below be accepted.  
 
5261 19/10/2017 ROMANGL 581 Glass repair at Library 98.00 

5262 19/10/2017 WYCHAVON 584 Rates 2831.00 

5263 19/10/2017 LIGHTNIN 585 Fireworks 1500.00 

5264 19/10/2017 ACCORD 586 Town Plan 2793.60 

5265 19/10/2017 BLACHERE 587 Christmas Lights 420.00 

5266 19/10/2017 HELPINGH 588 Civic Service catering 250.00 

5267 19/10/2017 LES 589 Lift maintenance Town Hall 93.34 

5268 19/10/2017 NEWSQUES 590 Newsletter delivery 72.78 

5269 19/10/2017 PAPERSTA 591 Stationery 107.04 

5270 19/10/2017 RBL 592 Remembrance Day wreath 30.00 

5271 19/10/2017 BUDGETSK 593 Skip Hire 220.00 

5272 19/10/2017 SAGEUK 594 Software licence 282.00 

5273 19/10/2017 TRADEUK 595 PPE 74.99 

5274 19/10/2017 COUNSEC 596 Locking up 630.29 

5275 19/10/2017 WAVELEY 597 
Library fire and intruder alarm 
contract 528.00 

5276 19/10/2017 OHMS 598 Machinery spares 19.68 

5277 19/10/2017 VELDONN 599 Newsletter printing 827.00 

5278 19/10/2017 MCL 600 Printing 102.89 

5279 19/10/2017 DEREKBRU 601 Bands in the Park 180.00 

5280 19/10/2017 WYCHAVON 602 Trade Waste 289.30 

5281 19/10/2017 EXECCLEA 603 Cleaning Library and Town Hall 765.18 

5282 19/10/2017 SPORTSCL 583 Twinning 30.00 

5283 19/10/2017 RIVERSID 604 Twinning 218.30 

5284 19/10/2017 WESTONS 605 Twinning 378.00 

5285 19/10/2017 CASH 606 Twinning 75.00 

5286 19/10/2017 WMENERGY 607 Library electricity and gas 420.84 

5287 19/10/2017 WHITE&GI 608 Cemetery Chapel 297.50 

5288 19/10/2017 BHGS 609 Cemetery field 180.00 

5289 19/10/2017 ROBDOBS 610 Window cleaning 639.50 

5290 19/10/2017 CPC 611 Refuse sacks 111.89 

5293 19/10/2017 SPIRITHO 612 Town Plan 126.00 

5294 19/10/2017 ANDREWG 613 Land valuation fee 300.00 

5295 19/10/2017 DOBBINS 614 Twinning, Glass repair and LEI 456.00 

5296 19/10/2017 EASTERBR 615 Allotment refund 28.41 

5297 19/10/2017 WCC 616 Street Lighting 3718.94 

5298 19/10/2017 WATERPLU 617 Town Hall water 239.19 

5299 19/10/2017 CPC 618 Lobrary maint 29.45 

5300 19/10/2017 ANDREWS 619 Allitment rent refund 25.00 

5301 19/10/2017 SALARY1 DD Salary 2863.75 

5302 19/10/2017 SALARY2 DD Salary 696.08 

5303 19/10/2017 SALARY3 DD Salary 628.22 

5304 19/10/2017 SALARY4 DD Salary 865.87 

5305 19/10/2017 SALARY6 DD Salary 1008.46 

5306 19/10/2017 SALARY7 DD Salary 759.81 
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5307 19/10/2017 SALARY8 DD Salary 216.99 

5308 19/10/2017 CASUALLA DD Salary 91.58 

5309 19/10/2017 HMRC 620 Tax and NIC 2017.09 

5310 19/10/2017 WCC 621 Pension 1634.17 

5311 19/10/2017 PHS  622  Sanitary disposal    454.32 

5312 19/10/2017 PETTYCSH 623  Petty Cash    60.00 

5313 19/10/2017 POSTOFF 624  Postages    56.00 

 Totals £ 30741.45 

 
 
658. Items from the Pershore Cemetery Committee 
 
a. Members noted that the planning application for the new toilet block had been submitted 
although a few amendments had been requested. The Mayor and the Clerk would be submitting 
these the following week. 
 
b. Cllr Parsons advised that fund raising for the Stained Glass Window had almost reached the 
half way point and Cllr Smith thanked Cllr Palfrey for his recent film show which raised £225 for the 
window. Cllr Annis asked whether the £500 had been received from Churchill Housing and the Clerk 
confirmed that it had. Cllr Wood reminded members that the cost of the window had been 
underwritten by the Town Council and fund raising could continue even after the window had been 
installed. 
 
Cllr Parsons advised that some pointing had been undertaken at the chapel, the front hedge was in 
the process of being cut and the Cemetery Field was awaiting seeding. 
 
659.  Items from the Youth Council. 
 
Members considered again the proposed location of the zip wire on Abbey Park.  Members agreed 
the new proposal was the most suitable location and it was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr 
Speight and RESOLVED that the Clerk liaise with the Parks Officer regarding fund raising. 
 
660.  Town Plan 
 
Members noted that the minutes of the meeting of the Town Plan Steering Group. 
 
661.  Community Building and Family History Centre 
 
Members considered the recommendation from the working group that a pre application for the 
building be submitted to the District Council along with a bid for New Homes Bonus to help to fund 
the project. Cllr Tucker felt that this was premature as there was still some doubt about the viability of 
the project. He also felt that there had been far too little consultation, particularly the impact on other 
halls in the area. He would like to see up to £5,000 (1% of the project price) being spent on a 
marketing review to ascertain whether such a project would be viable. 
Cllr Smith stated that this amount of money would simply provide the Council with the information the 
Clerk had already ascertained. Cllr Wood felt there was no rush and that the 1% of the population 
who had responded was far too low a response to enable a decision to be taken. Far too little 
publicity for the consultation had been undertaken. 
Cllrs Palfrey and Annis asked what more could have been done. There had been posters, leaflet 
drops, web site and Facebook as well as the public meeting and surgery and questionnaires 
available at the Town Hall, Library and on line. 
The Clerk reminded members their neither the pre application nor the New Homes Bonus  
application committed the Council to the project. They were part of the fact finding. The  
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Clerk also advised that she had been able to obtain the advice of the Community Buildings adviser at 
Community First who had given her an afternoon of assistance with her research. The department 
offered a wide variety of help and for a subscription of £50 p.a. this would be available to the Town 
Council. It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the Clerk 
arrange for the Town Council to become members of the organisation. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that in line with the 
recommendations of the working group the Clerk submit the necessary paperwork to the District 
Council to enable New Homes Bonus to be agreed in principle for the project and a pre application 
request be submitted to ascertain whether planning permission may be granted for the project. 
 
Cllr Tucker then asked for members agreement for his motion, on the agenda under item 19, be 
heard at this point. Members had no objection. It was then proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr 
Parsons and RESOLVED that members visit the cemetery and cemetery field and bring options for 
the location of a Family History Centre in one of those locations back to the November meeting for 
further debate. 
 
662.  Membership of Committees 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Speight that Cllr Hemming serve on the Finance and 
Property Committee for the remainder of the Council year. 
 
663.  Local Government Finance Consultation 
 
Following debate members agreed not to respond to this consultation. 
 
664.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Speight advised that he had recently attended the AGM of the Citizens Advice Bureau and the 
report would be available in the Members Room for information. 
 
Cllr Wood advised that she had attended the AGM of Transition Evesham Vale and listened to an 
interesting talk on the impact of landscape in people’s lives. The lottery bid had been submitted and it 
was hoped a decision would be known by the end of October. 
 
665.  County Council Services 
 
a. Members considered the proposal for double yellow lines in the road from Priest Lane to St 
Agatha’s Close. It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the 
lines on both sides of the road run to the same length. The Clerk will liaise with the County Council 
accordingly. 
 
b. The Clerk advised members of additional traffic lights in Wyre Road to facilitate utility works. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that works to the footways on the Allesborough Farm estate were to take 
place before the end of the financial year. Cllr E Tucker explained that she was also hoping for some 
works on the Holloway footway. 
 
d. Cllr Palfrey raised the issue of cyclists using the footway along Cherry Orchard House 
endangering pedestrians. Cllr Wood thought a cycle path was to be built and the Clerk will check this 
with the planning authority. 
 
e. Cllr Wood raised the issue of speeding in Bridge Street. It was agreed the Clerk  
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endeavour to get a definitive answer as to whether the police had the power to enforce a 20mph 
speed limit and bring a report to the next meeting of the Council. Cllr Tucker suggest the Council 
consider purchasing vehicle activated signs that show the speed of a vehicle rather than the speed 
limit and the Clerk will investigate the cost of this. Members also asked the Clerk to ascertain whether 
it may be possible for residents to use speed guns to not only check speed but to also deter 
motorists. 
 
f. Cllr Parsons asked for an update on the pavement from Redrow to the bus stop. Cllr Tucker 
advised that she was aware discussions were continuing but had not had a definitive answer. Cllr 
Wood advised that she understood Wychavon had been in discussion with Redrow and she 
understood a footpath would be provided in due course. 
 
666.  District Council Services 
 
Cllr Wood advised that a meeting of interested residents would take place at the Civic Centre to help 
the District Council to determine its future priorities and views on current services. Anyone interested 
in taking part could contact the District Council via email or telephone. 
 
Members noted that as the Mayor was this year on the judging panel for the Jubilee Award they were 
not able to make a nomination.  
 
667.  Items for information 
 
a. The Clerk advised members they were invited to the Schools Armistice service to be held on 
Friday 10th November at 9.30am. As seating was limited members were asked to advise the Clerk of 
their intention to attend by Friday 27th October. 
 
b. The Clerk reminded members of the Defibrillator training on 31st October at 7.00pm. Members 
noted their attendance. 
 
c. The Clerk reminded members of the Remembrance Service to be held on Sunday 12th 
November and asked if members could advise her if they wished to attend. 
 
d. The Clerk reminded members of the visit from Plouay from 22nd to the 26th October. The Civic 
Reception was to be held at the Town Hall on Monday 23rd from 7.30pm and all members were 
invited to attend.  
 
668.  Items for future agenda 
 
There were none 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Speight 
seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted” ie: agenda item  20, Land at Holloway and 21 Code of Conduct  
 
669.  Land at Holloway 
 
The Clerk advised members of the purchaser of the 20 acres of land at Holloway and the  
price paid. 
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Members considered the possible purchase of another piece of land in the area and it was  
proposed by Cllr Wood that the Clerk be authorised to make an offer between two prices.  
Cllr Smith amended the proposal, seconded by Cllr Brookbank, to change the offer prices and upon 
being put to a vote the amendment was approved. The amendment then became the substantive 
motion and was RESOLVED unanimously. The Clerk will liaise with the land owner. 
 
670.  Code of Conduct 
 
Cllr Gillmor updated members on a recent complaint made under the Code of Conduct. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.50 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


