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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

19th December 2019 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr Chris Parsons MBE (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Grantham 

Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
Items referred by members of the public 

 

There were none 

 

193.  Apologies 

 

Cllr Chapman Pincher and Cllr Turier’s apologies were accepted as they were away and Cllr Gillmor’s 

were accepted as he had to attend another meeting. 

 

194.  Declarations of Interest 

Cllrs Annis and Parsons declared disclosable pecuniary interests in agenda item 8, where there was a 
recommendation relating to allotments from the Finance and Property Committee. 
 

195. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Parsons advised members that his recent coffee morning had gone well although Santa’s Grotto 

had been disappointing. He thanked members for their help in raising funds for his charity. 

196.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none. 
 
197.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting of 21st November 2019 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  
 
198.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she was still awaiting the detail of the proposal by the  
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Environment Agency for a permanent solution to the problem with the Beards entrance track at the 
allotments, first discussed in May of 2018. The Clerk had been advised that the Agency has requested 
funds for these works to be carried out and hoped to have a positive response shortly. Potholes 
continued to have to be repaired by the Agency on a regular basis and she had written again to the 
person responsible for funding to try to expedite this matter. A representative from the Environment 
Agency had agreed to attend the next meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee to discuss 
this issue further and it was agreed the Clerk write again reminding the Agency of the danger of the 
potholes in the track to users. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that she had again asked Worcestershire Regulatory Services whether the 
Street Collection Licence policy should be reviewed and a response was still awaited. 
 
c. Cllr Parsons advised members that the Council’s application for Quality Gold Status had been 
approved and he thanked the Clerk for her work in enabling the Council to achieve this. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that she had contacted the Police and Crime Commissioners office regarding 
the grant for two new Vehicle Activated Signs and a response was awaited. A donation of £300 had 
been given to the Town Council to help to pay for the roundels in Bridge Street which it was anticipated 
would be painted shortly. The Clerk had thanked the Civic Society for their contribution. 
 
e. The Clerk had advised BT of the Town Council’s preference for the Three Springs Road 
telephone box to be retained and a response was awaited. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that she was endeavouring to ensure the vandal proof paint was coated onto 
the youth shelter before Christmas. The police had suggested they monitor this to see whether the 
situation improved but it may be members would need to consider this issue again in the New Year. 
 
g. The Clerk advised that a quotation for the extra works to the Town Hall suggested at the 
November meeting was awaited but was unlikely to be available in time for this meeting. 
 
199.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of November be accepted.. 
 
b. Members accepted the valuation of investments to 19th December 2019 showing a slight 

improvement in the value of equities. 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the payment list 

for the month of December be accepted.  
 
 

Cheque Supplier Ref Details Net 

12345 WYCHAVON 454 Rates 2842.00 

12346 BLUNSOM 455 Treet work 1890.00 

12347 WMENERGY 456 Library Gas 304.00 

12348 GEMFARM 457 
Mowing Cemetery 
Field 180.00 

12349 WESTCOTE 458 Battery for VAS 105.00 

12350 SMITHSH 459 
Hedge cutting 
Holloway 78.00 

12351 BUDGETSK 460 Skip hire 237.00 

12353 SWLIFEG 461 
First aid for Christmas 
switch on 50.00 

12354 EXECCLEA 462 Cleaning 767.18 

12355 STANNAH 463 Lift maintenance 66.94 

12356 SIEMENS 464 Copier lease 228.00 
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12357 WAVEFORM 465 
Lighting for Christmas 
switch on 275.00 

12358 COTSTEAK 466 Bench 252.00 

12359 OGL 467 I T equipment 474.78 

12360 PARSONS 468 Mileage 32.40 

12361 VELDONN 469 Newsletter printing 1163.00 

12362 BRITGAS 470 Town Hall Gas 374.12 

12363 PENSHAM 471 Grant 200.00 

12364 PHSGROUP 472 
Sanitary disposal - 
annual contract 454.32 

12365 PARSONS 473 
Christmas Light switch 
on 30.00 

12366 BARCLAYC 474 
Bat boxes and job 
adverts 336.38 

12367 LUKECOLE 475 
Hire of cherry picker 
and chapel roof repair 609.00 

12368 SLCC 476 Job advertisement 327.60 

12369 BAMBOO 477 
Advertisement in new 
Town Guide 120.00 

12370 BRITGAS 478 Cemetery electricity 321.25 

12371 GARDENIN 479 
P A at Christmas 
switch on 150.00 

12372 SALARY1 DD Salary 3009.01 

12373 SALARY2 DD Salary 456.65 

12374 SALARY3 DD Salary 657.51 

12375 SALARY4 DD Salary 973.67 

12376 SALARY6 DD Salary 160.19 

12377 SALARY7 DD Salary 894.84 

12378 CASUALLA DD Salary 272.01 

12379 PARSONS DD Mayor's allowance 480.00 

12380 HMRC 480 Tax and NIC 1850.07 

12381 WCC 481 Pension 1008.86 

12382 BRITGAS 482 Town Hall elec 363.52 

12383 CPC 483 Chapel lighting 9.77 

12384 NALC 484 Quality status fee 60.00 

12385 ONLINE 485 Stationery 27.70 

12386 MCL 486 Photocopying 428.92 

12387 EVESHMEC 487 
Town Hall and Library 
boiler maintenance 1452.65 

12388 WMENERGY 488 Library Gas 404.94 

12389 PAPERSTA 489 Stationery 109.60 

12392 COX'S 490 Fuel 83.28 

    
Totals 

 
£24571.16 

 
 
 
 
200. Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
a. Members considered the budget and precept requirement for the year 2020/21 showing an 
increase of 3.03%. It was noted that the Christmas Light contract would come to an end after January 
2020 and a small working group would be set up at the January meeting to look at options for 2020. 
The Clerk advised members of the vandalism of the Christmas Tree lights and Cllr Smith asked that 
members disappointment be recorded. 
 
Cllr Winfield thanked the Committee for their hard work on the budget and regretted he had been 
unable to attend the meeting where this had been finalized. He felt the precept increase was too high 
and asked that consideration be given for savings to be made. Following debate it was agreed that 
the Council work to make savings during the 2020/21 year to help reduce any increase in 2021/22 
and it was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the budget as 
recommended by the Committee be approved with a precept of £223895 and Grant of  
£18817. The Clerk will send the required documentation to the District Council. Cllr Winfield  
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asked for a named vote and those in favour were Cllrs Boatright, Brookbank, Grantham, Hemming, 
Lavelle, Palfrey, Parsons, Smith, Tucker and Wood with Cllr Annis voting against and Cllr Winfield 
abstaining. 
 
b. Cllr Palfrey took the chair and it was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Grantham 
and RESOLVED with Cllrs Annis and Parsons taking no part in the debate or vote that allotment 
rents be increased from April 2021 to £28 for a full plot and £17 for a half plot with notice of the 
increase being given to tenants in April 2020 as per the legal requirement. 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the essential 
tree works in the sum of £1,350 be undertaken in the new year. 
 
d. It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Smith with Cllrs Tucker, Boatright and 
Wood abstaining that the sum of £13,898 be transferred from the CCLA account to cover the final 
costs of the community hall. 
 
201.  Equality and Diversity policy 
 
This was deferred to the January meeting as the draft had only just been given to the council. Cllr 
Smith thanked Cllrs Winfield, Brookbank and Boatright. 
 
202.  TSB Bank plc 
 
Members considered the recent news of the imminent closure of TSB Bank leaving only Lloyds plc as 
the only bank in the town. It was agreed the Clerk write to TSB expressing their disappointment in the 
bank’s decision and asking whether they were intending to have the same arrangement with the Post 
Office as Barclays. This letter to be copied into the local Member of Parliament, Harriett Baldwin. 
 
203.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
There were none 
 
204.  County Council Services 
 
a. Members considered the consultation from the County Council concerning the proposed 
residents’ parking scheme in Priest Lane. Members were very concerned that this seemed to have 
been discussed with residents without the Town Council having any knowledge of the proposal. Cllr 
Smith reminded members of the Town Council’s policy not to support such requests as there were 
many streets in the town where the issue of on street parking was a problem and if a precedent was 
set for Priest Lane other residents would assume they too could be eligible and cause major problems 
with parking in the town. 
 
Cllr Liz Tucker advised that the issue had originally been raised by Cllr Rowley and the County Council 
had gone through the whole process and she had some sympathy with the residents difficulties. People 
working in the town regularly parked in Priest Lane meaning residents found it impossible to do so. She 
therefore supported the proposal. 
 
It was suggested that an approach be made to Wychavon to reduce the cost of a parking season ticket 
and Cllr Boatright agreed he would be happy to do so. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Brookbank that the Town Council oppose  
the proposed residents parking scheme in Priest Lane as it would cause suffering to too  
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many other streets in the town and that the Town Council were disappointed not to have been consulted 
at an earlier stage in the process. 
 
Cllr Tucker proposed and Cllr Boatright seconded an amendment that the response be deferred to a 
future meeting. Upon putting the amendment to the vote this fell by 10 votes to 2. 
 
The original proposal was then voted upon and was carried. The Clerk will advise the County Council 
accordingly. 
 
b. Cllr Tucker updated members on three queries raised by the Town Clerk as follows:- 

The wrong type of bus shelter had been fitted opposite Choules Close and the officer was 
looking at the costs of replacing it with the correct wooden one as requested by the Town 
Council. 
 
The issue of replacing concrete columns was difficult. The annual 6 had already been 
identified and there were two more in need of urgent replacement. Cllr Tucker was asked 
to ascertain whether 8 could be replaced this financial and 4 next to bring the replacement 
back into line with the 6 a year. 
 
The issue of bollards outside the cemetery was being investigated by the Highways 
liaison officer now that the car park signage had been installed. 
 

Cllr Brookbank asked about the issue at Mill Lane and was advised that there was a gas main in close 
proximity to the required repair and Cllr Tucker was uncertain when this would be undertaken. 
 
Cllr Grantham asked about the repair to the barrier at the Wyre Road traffic lights and Cllr Tucker 
advised that this would be addressed when improvements were made to the junction as part of the 
Northern Link Road. 
 
Cllr Wood asked about widening the road at the Station Road/Worcester Road and Cllr Tucker advised 
that to date she had not been given any proposals for the junction. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked about the possibility of a traffic survey being undertaken for the whole town. Cllr 
Charles Tucker advised that he understood the County Council had stated this could not be undertaken 
until the Wyre Road junction was completed. He believed such a survey could not wait until all the 
houses in the area had been built and he felt it should be done now. Cllr Liz Tucker agreed to investigate 
this and report back to the next meeting. 
 
Cllr Annis raised the issue of uneven paving slabs in Chapman Court and the Clerk will report this to 
Asda who own the area. 
 
205.  District Council Services 
 
There were no issues raised. 
 
206.  Items for information 
 
a. Members were advised that the latest newsletters for Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, CPRE and 
Cotswold Line Promotion Group were available in the Members Room. 
 
b. The minutes from the meeting of the Health and Wellbeing working group of  
25th November 2019 were provided for information. 
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c. The results from this year’s Wychavon Sports were available in the Members Room for 
information.  
 
d. Cllr Palfrey advised of two public meetings concerning public transport to be held on 15th January 
at the Town Hall at 7.00pm and Evesham Town Hall on 21st January at 7.00pm. 
 
207.  Items for future agenda 
 
General Practice provision in the town 
 
Priorities 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Wood, 
seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public 
and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” ie: agenda item, 16 Pershore Town Football Club and 17 Staffing 
 
208.  Pershore Town Football Club 
 
The Clerk updated members on recent correspondence with the Club and it was agreed she contact 
them again and the matter be an agenda item at the January meeting. 
 
209.  Staffing 
 
The Clerk updated members on various staffing issues. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:10 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


