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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

20th February 2020 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr Chris Parsons MBE (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
Items referred by members of the public 

 

Cllr Harford from Wychavon D C asked about flooding of properties in St Andrews Road and the 

provision of sandbags. The Clerk advised that a resident of the area had contacted her having been 

unable to contact the District Council and she had advised where sandbags could be obtained but that 

the Town Council did not have a facility to collect and deliver these. Cllr Smith advised that the 

Wychavon officers had been most helpful once contacted and she understood had delivered sandbags 

as necessary although she appreciated assistance for some people would be helpful. Cllr Tucker 

declared an interest as he owned one of the properties although he was unaware whether or not it had 

been flooded. 

 

A local resident raised the issue of the Cemetery Field which Cllr Parsons advised would be debated 

under agenda item 9. 

 

A resident cautioned members that confidential items seem on occasion to enter the public domain. 

 

232.  Apologies 

 

There were none 

 

233.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 

234. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Parsons advised members of his next charity fund raising events. 



20.02.20 

 77 

235.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk advised that in view of the amount of business currently being considered by the Town 
Council there would be a meeting on 19th March 2020 at the Town Hall at 7.30pm. 
 
236.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting of 16th January 2020 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings with the 
addition of Cllr Smith and Cllr Chapman Pincher’s apologies 
 
237.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she had submitted a grant application for two additional VAS signs, the 
County Council had agreed the additional location in Bridge Street which had been forwarded to the 
Police and Crime Commissioner and a response was awaited. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from TSB Bank outlining the reasons behind 
the closure of Pershore Branch. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that Mrs Harriett Baldwin had written to both Mr Jack Hegarty and the NHS 
Trust regarding parking on the NHS car park to the rear of Pershore Library and a response from the 
Trust was awaited. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that she was still liaising with clock companies to obtain further quotations for 
the repair to the Town Clock 
 
238.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of January be accepted.. 
 
b. The Clerk apologized that time constraints had meant that a valuation of investments was not 

available. 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the payment list 

for the month of February be accepted.  
 

Cheque Supplier Ref Details Net 

12846 SMITHSH 520 
Cemetery hedge 
cutting 153.60 

12847 BUDGETSK 521 Skip hire 225.00 

12848 MILLLANE 522 Floral displays 15023.40 

12849 AREA9SEC 523 Locking up 637.45 

12850 TRAVIS 524 Allotment maint 38.45 

12851 GUARDSEC 525 Library CCTV 222.00 

12852 EXECCLEA 526 Cleaning 696.98 

12853 ONLINE 527 Stationery 63.22 

12854 EVESHMEC 528 Library Maintenance 113.22 

12855 CREATIVE 529 Health hub banners 201.60 

12856 MCL 530 Photocopying 78.32 

12857 BARCLAYC 531 Maintenance 77.10 

12858 COX'S 532 Fuel 74.54 

12859 BRITGAS 533 Town Hall Electricity 121.89 

12860 CPC 534 Refuse sacks 125.81 

12861 WYCHAVON 535 Elections 3098.23 

12862 BRITGAS 536 Cemetery Elec 174.44 

12863 DOBBINS 537 Coach bolts 11.30 

12864 SALARY1 DD Salary 3009.21 
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12865 SALARY2 DD Salary 456.65 

12866 SALARY3 DD Salary 698.49 

12867 SALARY4 DD Salary 1009.00 

12868 SALARY7 DD Salary 865.37 

12869 CASUALLA DD Salary 506.38 

12870 HMRC 538 Tax and NIC 1785.40 

12871 WCC 539 Pension 966.36 

12872 PARSONS 540 Mileage 8.10 

12874 WMENERGY 541 Library gas and elec 1255.62 

   Totals £31697.13 

 
 
 
 
239. Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the Risk 
Assessment for the coming year be adopted with the alteration of the title “Assessment” to “Register” 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the Investment Strategy 
and control of risk for the coming year be adopted with further consideration of additional “green” 
investments be considered in October 2020. 
 
240. Items from the Cemetery Committee 
 
Cllr Parsons explained that the committee were trying to offset the mowing costs which was the 
reason sheep were now grazing the field. 
 
Cllr Tucker asked about progress with the woodland burial report and the Clerk advised that she was 
still trying to ascertain costs of the new proposed method of archaeology. It was agreed the Clerk 
contact the District Council to discuss the possibility of ground penetrating radar and whether this 
could be a useful first step before the full archaeology was undertaken. 
 
Cllr Smith felt that the cost of the archaeology as a whole was still important and the Clerk was asked 
to ascertain when these might be available. 
 
Members considered the suggestion that the field be renamed Community Field but a member of 
public advised that this had raised concerns with some residents. It was agreed an article be place 
din the newsletter asking residents for suggestions. 
 
241.  Climate Change 
 
Cllr Brookbank defined a Climate Emergency and then proposed a motion that “Pershore Town 
Council declares ‘A Climate Emergency’ and that a small working group be set up to look at ways of 
reducing Pershore’s Carbon Footprint over the short and medium term and to set achievable targets 
over this period and to look at ways of involving residents, businesses and employees in the town.” 
 
Cllr Brookbank said he felt a target to achieve net carbon should be 2030 although he appreciated 
this could be difficult to achieve. 
 
The above motion was then proposed by Cllr Brookbank seconded by Cllr Wood and  
RESOLVED with agreement that the matter be considered at the priorities meeting on  
22nd February. It was further agreed that an article appear in the Town Council newsletter advising 
residents that a Climate Emergency had been declared by the town and asking anyone interested in 
becoming involved to contact the Town Clerk. 
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242.  Allotment Track 
 
Members noted the Environment Agency’s proposals for the track at the Beards entrance. The Clerk 
confirmed that plans would be prepared and she would forward these to members upon receipt. 
 
Cllr Annis advised that there were issues with the width of the Nogains track as well as the Beards 
one and he had concerns that that too was unsuitable for emergency vehicles. The Clerk will speak 
to the Environment Agency to ascertain whether any remedial works could be undertaken in this area 
as well. 
 
243.  Youth Council Zip Wire 
 
Members noted that the Youth Council had been working hard to raise funds for the zip wire but its 
price kept on increasing meaning it kept moving out of their reach. Following debate it was proposed 
by Cllr Chapman Pincher, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the Town Council cover 
the current shortfall of approximately £850 taking funds from any surplus at the end of the financial 
year and if funds could not be found then from investments. 
 
The Clerk will clarify whether the District Council could pay for its installation. 
 
243.  Protocol for attending and reporting meetings 
 
Members considered the draft protocol as presented. It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr 
Gillmor and RESOLVED that this protocol be adopted. 
 
244.  Public Transport 
 
Members considered the report from the Vale Public Transport Group and Cllr Palfrey outlined the 
groups priorities. It was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that 
members support the priorities as follows:- 

• Existing bus services should be maintained, safeguarded, promoted and improved 

• Rural connecting buses should be provided from all Vale villages into their nearest hub town 

• Greater recognition of public transport infrastructure required in areas with rapidly increasing 

populations such as northern Pershore and Drakes Broughton 

• Major investment by central government to offer improved support for concessionary fare 

schemes for the elderly and disabled and the nationwide introduction of half fare concessions 

for 16-18 year olds whether on buses, trains or coaches. 

• Major improvements in provision of information to passengers through investment in upgrading 

the County Council's own website and improving provision of information at bus stops through 

traditional timetables and wider rollout of electronic information systems. 

• Better publicity working with the County Council and the network of Vale town and parish 

councils  to promote and improve services and identify problem areas.  

• Improved use of regular and timetabled school and college transport and "dead mileage" buses 

to improve overall services 

• Improved co-ordination and integration of existing bus and improved rail services to  

boost overall public transport usage. 

• Increased use of buses which are easily accessible to avoid discrimination against elderly and 

disabled passengers. 

 
245.  Town Hall refurbishment 
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Members noted the possible costs of employing a professional for drawing up plans, specification 
and tender documents for the proposed refurbishment. Members agreed to consider the precise 
requirements for the building at their priorities meeting on 22nd February and also agreed that some 
professional help in the tender process would be necessary. This will be an item for further debate at 
the March meeting. 
 
246.  Youth Shelter 
 
Members noted the request for the solid side panels to be removed to assist in the reduction of anti 
social behavior in the area. It was generally agreed that this was not something they wished to 
undertake and they felt that the shelter was an important facility in an area of the town where there 
was no provision for the youth. A member who lived in the area close to the shelter advised that he 
not found it to be a problem. 
 
The Clerk will advise the various authorities accordingly. 
 
247.  Health and Wellbeing Hub 
 
The Clerk advised that this was now called the Wellbeing Hub and the word “health” should be 
removed. 
 
Members noted the report and were pleased to see good progress with this project had been made. 
 
248.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Gillmor reported that the next County Association of Local Councils meeting would be on 4th 
March and he would be attending the Climate Emergency organized by CALC at the end of March. 
 
Cllr Grantham asked whether, in view of the recent flooding, the Town Council had been invited to 
join the Tactical Command Group as he felt this may be of benefit. The Clerk will speak to the District 
Council in this regard. 
 
Cllr Boatright advised that he was about to run his second half marathon in aid of the Riverside Youth 
Centre and would welcome sponsorship. 
 
Cllr Parsons updated members on the role of the Town Council in a flood or other emergency 
situation. 
 
249.  County Council Services 
 
Cllr C Tucker tendered Cllr E Tucker’s apologies. 
 
a. Members noted that Cllr E Tucker had supported the residents’ parking scheme in Priest Lane 
and the necessary notices would be posted shortly. 
 
b. Members considered the consultation on the Worcestershire Pollinator Strategy  
and it was agreed Cllr Gillmor would assist the Clerk in responding. 
 
c. Cllr Brookbank thanked the County Council for the works recently undertaken between Station 
Road and Mayfield Road. 
 
250.  District Council Services 
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a. Cllr Tucker advised that whilst he had submitted a notice of motion relating to the proposed 
SWDP Orchard Farm option, he had been advised that this motion could not be heard for procedural 
reasons. Cllr Wood advised that she hoped the e-petition would be considered in April but Cllr Tucker 
was concerned that this might not be considered for similar reasons. 
 
b. Members agreed to support the proposed street collection for the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution which was to be held on Friday 5th June. The Clerk will advise the District Council 
accordingly. 
 
c. Cllr Grantham advised that the work to the gas pipeline had now been delayed until June due 
to the flood situation. Cllr Grantham also advised that the bridge navigation works were complete. 
 
251.  Items for information 
 
The Clerk advised members that the minutes of the AGM of the Wychavon Parish Games were 
available in the Members Room along with the Chairman’s report. 
 
252.  Items for future agenda 
 
There were none 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, 
seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” ie: agenda item, 23. Community Hall, 24, Pershore Library, 25 Legal Advice 
and 25 Staffing 
 
Item for information 
 
Cllr Parsons outlined Emergency Planning procedures for members 
 
253. Community Hall 
 
Members considered various options for a possible site for a new community hall. It was proposed by 
Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that the Town Council not take the Judoi Club 
any further.  
Additionally, it was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED to remove 
the Community Hall from the Town Council agenda for the foreseeable future. 
 
254.  Pershore Library 
 
Members considered quotations for the redecoration of PERSHORE Library and it was  
proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED to appoint Nolan Decorators  
who had submitted the best value quotation. 
 
Members noted new carpet and blinds in the Conference Room were also required. 
 
255.  Legal Advice 
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It was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the wording of the 
solicitor’s letter, with one minor amendment, be approved. The Clerk will advise that it can be sent. 
 
256.  Staffing 
 
Cllr Parsons advised members of the interviews for the Deputy Clerk which had taken place that day 
and the recommendation of the Management Group as to who to appoint. It was proposed by Cllr 
Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the preferred candidate be offered the position 
subject to the usual 6 months probationary period. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.10 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


