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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

21st January 2021 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held remotely via Zoom 
 Commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

 
Present: - Cllr Chris Parsons MBE (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 

Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr Peter Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr Richard Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey – late arrival 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Brookbank,  
seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” ie: agenda item, 1. Avon Meadows Car Park. And 2 Cemetery Formal 
Complaint. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that agenda item two be 
taken first to enable more time for discussion on this item. The Clerk then advised members that in the 
Complaints Policy the decision on the appeal needed to be made at this Council meeting. The Clerk 
was then removed from the meeting by the host. 
 
Cllr Gillmor took notes and it was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED 
that the appeal against the decision of the Management Group be dismissed. The complainant will be 
advised accordingly. 
 
The Clerk was readmitted to the meeting and it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Annis 
and RESOLVED that the meeting go into public session. 
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423.  Declarations of Interest 

Cllrs Wood, Gillmor and Tucker declared other disclosable interests in agenda item 1, Avon Meadows 
Car Park, (to be heard at the end of the meeting), Cllrs Annis and Parsons in agenda item 15, 
Allotments and Cllrs Wood and Hemming in agenda item 17, Wellbeing Hub 
 
Items referred by members of the public 

 

There were none. 

 

424.  Apologies 

 

Cllr Palfrey’s apologies were accepted for his late arrival 

 

425. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Parsons thanked members for their support for the use of the Town Hall as a venue for Lateral 

Flow Testing in liaison with a local pharmacy. He advised that the premises may also be used for 

vaccination but that not would be for some weeks. Any members who felt able to help with managing 

the people attending the session were asked to contact the Town Clerk. 

426.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 

 
427.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting of 17th December 2020 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
 
428.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the District Council Executive Board had agreed at their January meeting 
to consult on altering parking at the Priest Lane car park to enable weekend parking. Formal 
confirmation from the Doctors and Hospital was awaited and once this was received the consultation 
will commence. Cllr Tucker advised that the car park was to be a pay and display although whether 
this would include Sundays was currently uncertain and Cllr Tucker was attempting to ascertain the 
exact proposals. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that she was working with the two organisations involved in the possible New 
Homes Bonus bid. It was agreed this be discussed at a special meeting in February in advance of a 
bid being submitted. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that the Well Being Hub had been awarded Charity Status and were in the 
process of setting up their board of trustees and opening a bank account etc. 
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d. The Clerk had written to the County Council regarding the missing pavement from Choules 
Close along Holloway and the possibility of a reduction in the speed limit along Besford Bridge Road 
from the B4084 and Holloway. 
 
e. The Clerk had forwarded the precept request for 2021/22 to the District Council. 
 
429.  County Council Services 
 
a. Members considered possible locations for hoops at be attached to bollards  
to facilitate additional cycle parking. It was agreed Number 8, Town Hall and Library and  
the Clerk will liaise with the District Council regard the other locations. Cllr Tucker advised that he was 
trying to persuade the District Council to set up a system of electric bike rental and charging points and 
would report to Council in due course. 
 
b. The Clerk advised on the current status of the County Minerals Local Plan and concern was 
expressed that the policy of” planning permission being granted for sites in the strategic corridors” as 
this took no account of the environment impact of the extraction. The Clerk advised that a number of 
the villages had joined together to try to fight the proposals and Cllr Rowley had offered to attend a 
future meeting to update members. The Clerk will contact Cllr Rowley to arrange this. 
 
c. Cllr Liz Tucker advised that:- 
 

Wyre Road was to be closed for approximately 7 weeks, along with Mill Lane. The precise 
proposals were unclear and she had asked for more information. She understood the 
work was in three phases and offered to forward a map of the works to the Clerk. 
 
Cllr Charles Tucker expressed his concerns at the amount of hedging along the north 
side of Wyre Road to be removed. Whilst this would be replaced he felt it would be a 
significant issue for some time.  
 
Cllr Tucker updated members on the Choules Close to Holloway footway and all 
members agreed that the footway must be on the same side of the road and the exit from 
Choules Close. Cllr Tucker advised that she had also asked for reconsideration of the 
30mph speed limit in Besford Bridge Road to Holloway. 
 
Cllr Tucker was awaiting an update on the Taylor Wimpey footway and advised Cllr 
Palfrey that she understood the footway along Hurst Park Cottages would be upgraded 
during the improvements to Wyre Road in preparation for the Northern Link. 
 
Cllr Tucker advised that the County Council had agreed a lower increase in Council Tax 
(1.5%) than the Government would permit but this had been with the use of reserves. A 
meeting for members was to be held on 5th February at 5.00pm and the Clerk will forward 
the link. 
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430.  District Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright advised that he was still pushing for the Persimmon hedge to be replanted. Some 
whips had been but he intended to take more photographs in the spring to ascertain whether they had 
taken root and send these to the enforcement team at the District Council. 
 
b. Cllr Tucker advised that the most recent Persimmon planning application had been deferred by 
the Planning Committee to enable the footway to be created. He was awaiting further proposals from 
Persimmon. 
 
c. Cllr Tucker advised that Taylor Wimpey had created an embankment on the Plum Tree Walk 
development which had made the public right of way a quagmire as surface water washed down onto 
the footpath. He has reported this to the relevant officers and the embankment will be required to be 
removed to comply with the 2017 planning approval. 
 
d. Cllr Wood advised that she received complaints about a number of dogs on Abbey  
Park off the lead, despite the signs asking dog owners to keep their pet on the lead in  
the park. The Clerk advised that this had been reported to the parks officer. 
 
431.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the budget comparison to the revised – Covid 19 budget to the end of 

December. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that this 
be accepted. The Clerk advised that she would provide members with an end of year prediction 
at the February meeting. 

 
b. Members noted the valuation of the Council’s investments to the 21st January and that the funds 

for the Town Hall refurbishment had been drawn down. 
 
c. Members reviewed their current monthly direct debits and it was proposed by Cllr Wood, 

seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that these items be approved. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that due to illness at the building company she had yet to receive a final 

account and therefore a report was not yet available. She would continue to speak to them and 
hoped to be able to present a final report to the February meeting. 

 
e. It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the payment list for 

the month of January, as below, be accepted.  
Cheque Supplier Ref Details Net £ 

15379 WYCHAVON 875 Rates 2898.00 
15380 NEWSQUES 876 Newsletter delivery 42.00 
15381 FOOTBALL 877 Grant 400.00 
15382 DOBBINS 878 Town Hall refurb (mats) 34.63 

15383 BARCLAYC 879 
Cemetery Maint (Travis 
Perkins) 26.96 

15384 ROBDOBS 880 Window Cleaning 649.00 
15385 EXECCLEA 881 Cleaning 702.56 
15386 ONE 882 Town Hall refurb   600.00 
15387 STAINES 883 Allotment rent refund 10.00 
15388 COUNTRYW 884 Cemetery Mowing 960.00 
15389 AREA9SEC 885 Locking up 388.31 
15390 WYCHAVON 886 Lottery Licence 20.00 
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432.  Annual Meeting 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Lavelle, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the next Annual Meeting 
be held in May 2021. 
 
The Clerk advised that she would have an agenda item at the February meeting for election of Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor elect. Cllr Tucker suggested this should wait until the night of the Annual Meeting 
although the Clerk explained the difficulty this would present for the incoming Mayor who would not be 
in a position to invite friends and family to the traditional Mayor Making. 
 
Following debate it was agreed the item stay on the February agenda and members consider at that 
meeting whether they wished to defer the item to another meeting. 
 
433.  Street Lighting 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the County Council be 
asked to replace streetlight columns:- 
 
121 in Woodward Road 
124 in Woodward Road 
132 in Fulbert Road 
75 in New Road 
 

15391 BONOMINI 887 Town Hall refurb 6612.00 
15392 OGL 888 Software licence 252.00 
15393 BRITGAS 889 Town Hall Gas 481.76 
15394 BRITGAS 890 Town Hall Electricity 343.57 
15395 SALARY1 DD Salary 3092.10 
15396 SALARY2 DD Salary 1740.26 
15397 SALARY3 DD Salary 989.31 
15398 SALARY4 DD Salary 1009.58 
15399 SALARY6 DD Salary 1198.16 
15400 SALARY8 DD Salary 796.07 
15401 HMRC 891 Tax and NIC 2617.27 
15402 WCC 892 Pension 2147.20 
15403 PETTYCAS 893 Petty cash 35.29 
15404 POSTOFFI 894 Postages 66.00 
15405 ELP 895 Cemetery Maintenance 132.00 
15406 MCL 896 Photocopying 44.59 
15407 BUDGETSK 897 Skip Hire 245.00 
15408 SLCC 898 CiLCA Fee 410.00 
15409 ERSOFFIC 899 Stationery 30.00 
15410 WATERPLU 900 Library Water 197.15 
15411 WATERPLU 901 Town Hall Water 332.86 
15412 BLUNSOM 902 KGF Tree Works (PRYC) 1025.00 

15413 EVESHMEC 903 Town Hall and Library 
boiler maint and repairs 3016.42 

15414 WMENERGY 904 Library gas and electricity 829.32 
15416 CPRE 905 Subscription 36.00 
15417 VELDONN 906 Newsletter printing 875.00 
15418 LES 907 Lift Maintenance 342.89 
15419 MILLLANE 908 Floral Displays 13178.52 
   TOTAL 48806.78 
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The others be reconsidered in the new financial year (211 Avon Road and 302 New Road). In 
addition members asked that the “stub” from the street light removed from Meadow Walk be 
removed. 
 
Cllr Annis reported pt 90 in Abbey Road as a light out and Cllr Palfrey advised that ownership of the 
lights in Station Approach was still in the process of being ascertained. 
 
434.  Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee 
 
a. Members considered the recommendations from the Amenities and Environment Committee. 
It was proposed by Cllr Palfrey, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the following 
recommendations below be ratified:- 
 

• An open letter be written to the Minister of transport expressing Pershore Town Council’s 
concern about the need to subsidise public transport for 16-18-year olds so that they have the 
opportunity to access training and employment, obtaining support from local schools, copying 
in local MPs and chair of the all-party committee, and circulating through local media 
channels.” 

• The energy supplier for Pershore Library be moved to Bulb energy on a dual fuel,  
1-year contract to enable 100% green electricity, although not green gas, and increasing the 
annual energy costs by £72.60 a year, and that a direct debit be set up to pay these regular 
invoices at a fixed amount of no more than £560 per month.” 

 

• The grounds maintenance contract for St Andrews Gardens be varied to leave certain areas 
unmown and other areas not mown until after Spring flowers have finished, ie: around trees 
and the area adjacent to the Old Vicarage and to the rear of the High Street. 

 
b. The Clerk advised that the Council, had been unsuccessful in its bid for funds from the Public 
Sector decarbonisation fund. The scheme had been heavily oversubscribed and the Council could 
not complete its projects by 31st March 2021. 
 
c. Members noted the decision to install the old Whitcroft Road bus shelter at the bus stop on 
Worcester Road by Hudson Close. Cllr Gillmor reminded members that there were currently no funds 
to undertake the necessary repairs at present. 
 
435.  Allotments 
 
Members noted that the works to the flood defences were now likely to be undertaken later in the 
year and cause considerably more disruption to tenants. Those tenants likely to be affected had been 
advised and it was hoped to arrange a meeting with the contractors and tenants to give them a more 
detailed explanation as to the timescale, works and probable disruption. 
 
436.  Princess Diana’s Garden 
 
Members noted the report on the improvements to Princess Diana’s Garden as recommended by the 
Working Group. The majority of funds were from New Homes Bonus and it was proposed by Cllr 
Wood, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the works proceed as outlined. The Clerk will 
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contact the contractor and the floral displays contractor so that they can liaise regarding the timing of 
the works. 
 
437.  Wellbeing Hub 
 
Members noted that the Hub had now achieved Charitable status and the request for a 
representative from the Town Council to be appointed as a Trustee. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, 
seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that Cllr Hemming be so appointed. 
 
438.  Newsletter 
 
Members noted the proposal for the newsletter to be printed in house with a reduced number of hard 
copies and more of an online presence. The newsletter would therefore not be distributed with the 
Evesham Journal as at present but would be placed in various locations around town. It was 
proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the newsletter be printed and 
distributed in this way for the coming financial year. 
 
439.  Coronavirus 
 
Cllr Parsons thanked members for their support for the Town Hall to be used as a venue for lateral 
flow testing and advised that it was anticipated this would start from 1st February. It was proposed by 
Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that the Town Hall be used in this  
way along with possible offer of vaccinations later in the year. 
 
 
440.  Priorities 
 
a. Members noted the recommendation from the Town Forum Working Group for the Forum to 
meet to consider its membership and possible response to the “Prospectus” survey. It was proposed 
by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that this meeting proceed. 
 
b. Members noted the Council Reform Working Group had not met since the December Council 
meeting. 
 
441.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Smith advised that the Volunteer Centre AGM had taken place and the charity was seeking some 
new Trustees. 
 
Cllr Wood reported that the Football Club were not holding matches but were undertaking general 
maintenance of the clubhouse and hoping to get further grants from the Football Association. The club 
currently do not anticipate being able to open before April at the earliest. Cllr Parsons noted that the 
fencing surrounding the club was bent in some places and asked this this be repaired. 
 
442.  Items for information 
 
The Clerk advised that it was intended by the publishers to produce a new Town Guide in time for 
Easter and this would be an item for a future meeting of the Twinning and Tourism Committee. 
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443.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Library lighting 
 
c. Password protecting pdf files 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Gillmor,  
seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” ie: agenda item, 1. Avon Meadows Car Park.  
 
444.  Avon Meadows Car Park 
 
Members noted the report and the legal advice obtained. It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded 
by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the lease of the car park not be renewed and the Clerk write to the 
District Council in accordance with the advice received. 
 
It was agreed future use of the Car Park be an item for a future agenda  
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.40 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


