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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

25th June 2019 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at Pershore Library, 32 Church Street, 
Pershore, Commencing at 6.00pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr Chris Parsons MBE (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright (for part of the meeting) 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey  
  Cllr Val Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
Items referred by members of the public 

 

Mrs Trudy Burge addressed the meeting. She outlined her concerns about various issues relating to 

the use by councillors of social media and what she believed to be unacceptable behaviour on these 

sites. She went on to say she welcomes the proposed consultation on the hall but also asked that 

consideration be given as to what steps the Town Council would take to heal the division in the town 

afterwards. She asked that the Council consider the consequences of their actions and that if they 

proceeded, the process be managed with transparency and objectivity that would not lead themselves 

open to a bitter dispute further down the line. 

 

Other members of the public asked questions relating to the proposed hall and noted that they 

understood from the Joint Burial Committee minutes that the land had been purchased for use as a 

cemetery. 

 

A resident raised the question of location and suggested the police station adjacent to the Civic Centre 

and his own concerns as to the lack of a registrar in the town for marriage ceremonies. 

 

In response to a suggestion that houses could be built in the vicinity of the proposed hall Cllr Tucker 

outlined the importance of residents commenting on proposals in the South Worcestershire 

Development Plan. 

 

A concern was raised about funerals and weddings taking place at the same time but residents were 

assured as both were booked through the Town Hall this could be avoided. Mr Styles asked for a 

guarantee that people would use it and the Clerk outlined her business plan. He asked  

whether the Council would give incentives to those who had moved out of Pershore to  
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return. Cllr Parsons stated that this would not happen and that advice from Community First was that 

as the population grew so more groups would form locally who would wish to use the hall. 

 

A question about other options for the location was raised and it was noted all the research would be 

outlined in the consultation document. Concerns were also raised about possible vandalism. 

 

Mrs Burge then asked for some comfort that there would be an extension to the Cemetery and that a 

buffer between Tiddesley Wood and any housing would be maintained. 

 

This meeting had been called at the request of five councillors, as per standing orders, in view 

of their belief that insufficient time had been devoted to the debate regarding the Community 

Hall consultation and the possibility of a public meeting at the meeting on 19th June. 

 

073.  Apologies 

 

There were none 

 

Cllr Annis read a statement of formal apology for his remarks at the meeting on 19th June 2019. He 

then stated that at no time did he say anything derogatory and he was prepared to swear that on oath, 

in the presence of the town’s Chaplain. 

 

Cllr Chapman Pincher then stated that he did hear Cllr Annis say those words and was also prepared 

to swear to that effect. 

 

Please note this matter is now under investigation and the Town Council are unable to make any further 

comment. 

 

074.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none 
 
075.  Community Hall 
 
Cllr Parsons opened the agenda item by explaining that following the meeting on 19th June it appeared 
that there was some mistrust of the Council handling the consultation process. This included the 
announcement on Facebook that those against the hall would call at houses and collect the responses, 
he had concerns that whilst this assistance could be helpful, it could also lead to more mistrust. It was 
obvious that there was a great deal of lack of knowledge concerning the hall and the consultation 
document would answer a lot of questions. He felt it may also be helpful to have some sort of open 
forum to present the information and answer any questions residents may have. 
 
Cllr Tucker stated that he believed that information in the consultation document about the Town Hall 
site was inaccurate and needed amending but this was not supported. Cllr Chapman Pincher stated 
that it seemed as though the Judo Club building had not been considered for investigation. He had 
managed to track down the remaining trustee and felt a meeting with him could be useful. It was agreed 
Cllr Chapman Pincher liaise with the Clerk regarding this possibility. 
 
Cllr Tucker proposed that the consultation process be delayed until the Judo Club option  
had been investigated fully although this was not seconded. Members were concerned that  
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any delay could push the decision to past the extension given by the preferred contractor to hold their 
price. Cllr Chapman Pincher believed he would be able to meet with the Clerk and Trustee very quickly. 
 
Members then discussed the option of a public meeting and it was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, 
seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that a public meeting be held at Pershore High School 
being the largest available venue. The Clerk will check on its availability and liaise with members 
regarding a suitable date. 
 
Members then considered the consultation itself and how, in view of the apparent mistrust, it should be 
conducted. The Clerk outlined 6 options from a simple survey to a full referendum. Following debate it 
was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the consultation take place 
as a poll with the assistance of Wychavon with every person on the electoral roll receiving a copy of 
the consultation leaflet, voting slip and freepost envelope (addressed to Wychavon) in the post, with a 
maximum spend on the process of £5,000. Cllr Tucker suggested employing the services of a direct 
mail house and the Clerk will investigate this. 
 
The issue of the Judo Club was left for Cllr Chapman Pincher and the Clerk to liaise. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.30 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


