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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN MEETING 

 

11th May 2017 
 

Minutes of the TOWN MEETING called by the Mayor of Pershore, held at the Town Hall, 34 High 
Street, Pershore, Commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

 
Present:- Cllr R Gillmor (Mayor) 
  Cllr D Annis 

Cllr D Goodyear 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr A Rowley 
  Cllr R Speight 

Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr D Watt 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
   
There were 24 residents present in addition to councillors above 
 
Apologies 
 
Cllr D Smith’s apologies were accepted as he had a prior engagement and Cllr Brookbank’s as he 
was away 
 
Minutes 
 
Those present noted the minutes of the meeting held 12th May 2016  as approved by the Town 
Council at their meeting on 16th June 2016 
 
Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
There were none 
 
Report of the Town Mayor 
 
Cllr Gillmor reported that his year in office had been very busy with so many highlights and the 
occasional challenge to keep his feet on the ground. It had been a privilege and pleasure to represent 
the Town at many Civic events. Council meetings had generally run smoothly with sometimes robust 
debate, but that was all part of the process and he had worked to ensure that all views had a fair 
hearing while making sure the Council progressed through what were often quite long and detailed 
agendas. There had certainly been a great deal going on during the year. 
The Christmas lights caused some consternation at first but were much appreciated once the timers 
had been synchronised. 
 
Priorities 
Northern or Keytec Link – the “Pershore Package”: After years of pressure and the commitment 
of New Homes Bonus money towards the advance planning stage, the Council were very pleased to 
learn that the Government had allocated funds to this long-awaited piece of  
infrastructure and including much-needed improvements to the Pinvin crossroads.  
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This Council would maintain the pressure on the County Council and LEP to complete the project on 
schedule. 
 
Town Plan: Having “primed the pump” to set up the steering committee, the Council stepped back 
from the process but were pleased with progress to date. There had been regular reports as the 
foundations were laid with working groups setting their aims and the public consultation stage was 
about to begin with the launch the following Saturday in Chapman Court. It was worth stressing the 
importance of the Town Plan not being driven by the Council, but for and by the community. 
 
Cemetery Chapel: A design for the new stained glass window was agreed by the Council last year 
and had been very well received. The three panels commemorated Pershore’s involvement in the two 
world wars and life in the Town now. Fund raising had made a rather slow start but would be a focus 
for next year with the aim to install the window in time for the centenary of the end of World War One 
in November 2018.  
 
Cemetery Lodge and Family History Centre: Consideration of the project revealed that the Lodge 
could not realistically be a home for the Family History Centre and resulted in the decision to put the 
house on the market. The sale was about to be completed so the house could be returned to 
residential use.  
The Council took the opportunity to re-evaluate all options and agreed in April to proceed with a 
project for a Family History Centre and Community building on the Cemetery Field subject to 
acceptable results of an investigation into its feasibility and viability. 
 
King George’s Field and Access to the River: Finding a suitable local landscape designer to take 
this project forward had been surprisingly difficult. The Council would continue to push on with the 
project as the area really needed improvement and the project gained a lot of public support; the 
working group would meet the following week to discuss the next steps. 
With the southern section of the Avon Meadows Community Wetland being in the Council’s 
ownership, it would be a surprise to many to learn that the Council is classified as a farmer! 
Qualifying for the Countryside Stewardship scheme gives access to management grants which are 
coordinated with Wychavon who own the rest of the site. 
The Council’s priorities would be reviewed during the coming year. 
 
The Council and Committees 
Cllr Gillmor reminded the meeting that much of the Council’s work was done through its committees 
as well as the regular meetings of the full council. The structure remained unchanged but he had 
been pleased that a couple of newer members stepped up and proved to be effective chairmen – Val 
Smith on Finance & Property and Matthew Winfield on Amenities & Environment. 
 
As ex-officio member of all the committees, the Mayor tried to attend them whenever his other 
commitments allowed and he stated that he was always struck by the dedication of his fellow 
councillors to the work of the committees. Sam Godber was growing into the Youth Mayor role and 
the active involvement by young people was always encouraging. 
 
There had been several staff changes in the year, sadly starting with the passing of the long-term 
groundsman Roy Davies. Following Glenda’s retirement, Amy took on longer hours in the visitor 
centre role; some months later she left us for a full-time position elsewhere. While sad to see her go, 
her career development had been very pleasing. Lesley joined to replace Amy in the front office and 
help cover the library and had fitted in really well. Recently Mark joined to strengthen the estates 
team and a second Alison in the Visitor Centre role. the Mayor thanked the whole team, especially 
Paul who had been the sole groundsman through the winter and Ann whose steady hand,  
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thorough attention to detail and exceptional leadership had held the team together in what could have 
been a difficult year. The Mayor thanked them all including Alison and Lesley for their support 
through the year. 
 
Events 
Cllr Gillmor stated that a theme had recurred through the many town events... Whether he attended 
with Sandra or alone, they had often stayed for a lot longer than originally planned because the event 
was simply too good to leave! The Carnival; Midsummer Brass; Open Gardens; Heritage Day; River, 
Jazz and Plum Festivals and the Christmas Light switch-on were so important to the economy of the 
town as well as bringing a lot of pleasure to local residents. The River Festival was becoming an 
established addition to the season. It had been a joy to support them all, as well as the range of 
concerts in the glorious setting of the Abbey.  The Mayor added that he could not forget the High 
School Carol Service which was so good he went twice. 
 
Parish Pride continued with well-supported litter picks in October and March. 
Taking over the firework display continued to be a success with the bucket collection on the night 
contributing most of the cost. 
 
The now-traditional Christmas service in the Cemetery Chapel was again a most moving and 
rewarding occasion. 
 
The Council were pleased to welcome visitors from Bad Neustadt in August to coincide with the Plum 
Festival and some members had just returned from a visit to them when they were privileged to share 
an international evening celebrating the opening of their new Town Hall with representatives from 
their other partner towns in Austria, Czech Republic, France, Italy and the former East Germany. It 
was amazing how much fun six nationalities could have together! It is anticipated that a visit from 
Plouay will take place this autumn. Great Britain may have voted to leave the European Union, but 
Twinning formed a bridge over perhaps troubled waters and Pershore was determined to hold on to 
our friends in Europe. 
 
Mayoral Year 
The Mayor stated that Sandra and he had really enjoyed the privilege of their year in office and he 
expressed his immense thanks to Sandra for taking on the task and her support and company. 
Sandra had been quite firm that she would only stand for one year and Cllr Gillmor stated that he 
must respect her decision – he appreciatde that her new job would make weekend engagements 
difficult. 
 
To compete with Tony’s 200 events, he had noted 130 in his diary plus nearly 80 meetings outside 
the Council’s normal business. As mentioned earlier, when expecting to attend for an hour or two, 
they often ended up staying for a lot longer because the event was so much fun and too good to 
leave! 
 
The principal charities for the year had been St. Richard’s Hospice and Kids Run Free. With the 
charity concert only last Saturday, he did not yet have the final figure but it was the region of £3,500. 
He also thanked the Worcester Male Voice Choir for their donation after the Christmas Concerts in 
the Abbey. Cllr Gillmor and his consort had continued to host coffee mornings for other charities and 
local groups, raising valuable funds in a very enjoyable way. 
 
The Christmas morning visit to the Community Hospital was another highlight – the response from 
those patients unfortunate enough to be stuck in hospital at that time was extremely rewarding. 
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Cllr Gillmor stated that he was very pleased when Claire Lording agreed to be his chaplain during the 
year – although he hoped the role was not too demanding, her friendship and support had been most 
comforting.  
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion Cllr Gillmor thanked Sandra, Ann and all the staff for their support and guidance 
through the year and his fellow councillors for their steadfast dedication to Pershore and the Town 
Council. He stated that he must have done a reasonable job because the Council unanimously 
elected him Mayor Elect for the coming year – more about that later. 
 
Reports from representatives of outside bodies 
 

Pershore Town Football Club 
 
The club has a modest football season.  
 
Happily the club is sound financially and has managed to remain so this year with a careful watch on 
income and spending. 
 
The club is trying to raise money for new floodlights. The old ones are now outdated with high energy 
consumption. Also when a bulb fails it costs £100 to replace. 
Modern floodlights are more energy efficient and the bulbs have a longer life. It is estimated that the 
club needs to find the sum of £30,000 to buy these new lights. 
 
The club has a large number of youth teams, unfortunately they cannot provide a game for each 
team every weekend due to the lack of available football pitches.  
This is something that needs to be addressed as it's important these young people should be 
encouraged to exercise and experience team spirit. 
It is hoped that the Town Plan Sports and Arts working group will be able to study and report on this 
situation. 
 
Councillor David Annis 
 

Transition Evesham Vale (T.E.V.) Annual Report 2016-17.  
 
2016-7 was an eventful year for T.E.V., characterized by many promising developments, as well as a 
few setbacks. 
 
Members of T.E.V. have continued to assist with Wychavon District Council’s investigations into the 
viability of heat networks in the Vale. The report submitted to the council by consultants Mouchel 
indicated that there may be potential for a heat network in Pershore town centre, although further 
study would be required in order to establish the heat source most appropriate for this area. 
 
T.E.V. contributed once again to Evesham town carnival and is now looking to involve itself in 
Pershore’s annual carnival.  
 
Additionally, T.E.V. is helping devise Wychavon’s Intelligently Green plan and is looking to help 
influence the development of Evesham and Pershore’s respective town plans.  
 
On a more poignant note, having ably served the community since 2013, imaGine  
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– T.E.V’s headquarters in Evesham - shut its doors for the last time in 2017. imaGine provided 
services including a library and a repair workshop. The latter may now relocate to the Methodist 
Church in Evesham.   
 
Despite what organisers deemed to be an impressive application, T.E.V. and its partners in the Vale 
of Evesham Landscape Partnership (V.E.L.P.) failed to secure Heritage Lottery funding for their 
heritage conservation project. V.E.L.P. is in the process of deciding whether to submit a new 
application in 2017.  
 
In conclusion, the merger between Pershore and Evesham’s Transition groups continues to work 
well, delivering many welcome returns despite the occasional setback.  
 
Councillor Matthew Winfield 
 

Pershore Volunteer Centre 
One of the main activities of the Centre is to provide community transport.  This is accomplished 
through the social car scheme, giving help to people where public transport is difficult or non-existent, 
and by the use of the minibus that the Centre now owns.  Funding for the bus was provided by the 
Department for Transport.  The Centre manages part of the Worcestershire Community Transport 
grant. 
There have been staff comings and goings during the year but the services provided by the Centre 
have been very well maintained.  Fundraising is an ongoing focus.   There were a number of 
donations from outside bodies to help provide social events for older people.  These were well 
attended and enjoyed.  The transition to the charitable incorporated organisation is proceeding but 
the process is time consuming and detailed. 
The Centre is always looking for ways to expand its activities for the good of the community at large 
and the good of the volunteers. 
 
Councillor Derrick Watt 

Pershore Cemetery 
Our cemetery continues to receive many complimentary comments from members of the public 

regarding the standard of maintenance.  This is largely due to work carried out by Two Council staff 

and our vigilance on the work of outside contractors. 

  The requirement for tree surgery has increased this year with some trees being damaged by 

storms.  Maintenance of the trees is an ongoing commitment and to assist in this a full survey of all 

the trees in the cemetery has been carried out.  Fortunately no immediate work requirement has 

been identified.  A suitable sum should be included in future budgets to cover any unforeseen 

circumstances. 

The oldest graves in the cemetery are now being re-used whenever this is acceptable with 

families.  This has relieved  the critical situation that we were facing as the existing cemetery reaches 

capacity. Any extension of the cemetery continues to attract high costs  

The chapel continues to be used for funerals where up to sixty people are expected and those 

families who have used it have commented that it provides a very intimate and personal setting for 

the service.  The quinquennial inspection identified some maintenance work on the chapel which will 

be programmed over the next few years.  Generally the chapel remains in good condition. 

An additional stand pipe has been installed at the request of several members of the public. 

The Council have approved  the design for a stained glass window over the altar and members 

will be well aware of the details in the design.  An appeal has been launched to raise  
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funds for the window.  The Town Clerk has sought grant aid for this project but the responses 

have been disappointing.  Local fund raising will continue.  It is hoped that the window will be 

dedicated in November 2018 at the centenary of the first world war ending. 

Plans to convert the cemetery lodge into a family history centre proved to be uneconomic and 

there was concern regarding the amount of available space the conversion would provide.  With this 

in mind the Council agreed to sell the property and ring fence the proceeds to provide an alternative 

venue. The Council is still committed to providing a family history centre and alternatives are being 

investigated.   

The long awaited car park has been completed (with the exception of minor signage) and is 

now in use.  This avoids the dangerous parking on the main highway.  It is also being used as an 

occasional car park for other town events.   A pedestrian gate has been installed providing easy 

access to the cemetery from the car park. 

The electronic mapping of the cemetery is well under way.  This will enable the Town Clerk 

(and others) to locate graves with relative ease.  Members of the public will eventually being able to 

obtain a wealth of information via their smartphone.  

The front wall and gates of the cemetery has been restored and the railings atop the front wall 

(which were removed as part of the war effort) have been replaced with new railings to the original 

design. 

The electronic mapping of the cemetery has been completed and inputting all the burial records 

is under way. 

During the past months we have suffered several acts of vandalism, this may be attributed to 

the cemetery lodge standing unoccupied for a lengthy period.  The Police have been made aware of 

all incidents. 

 

The intentions for the coming year include:- 

• Continuing the upkeep of the chapel 

• Completing the inputting of burial records  

• Continuing to maintain the pathways  

• Commence a programme of re-pointing the boundary wall of the cemetery 

• To assist the Council in the provision of a Family History Centre 

All of these intentions are dependent on available finances. 

 

I would like to thank the Town Clerk and all members of the committee for their continuing 

support and hard work over the past year.  Without their dedication we could not have achieved a 

cemetery that receives so many positive comments. 

Councillor Chris Parsons MBE - Chairman - Pershore Cemetery Committee 

 

Emergency Planning 

I am pleased to report that there has been no requirement to put any aspect of the Councils 

emergency plan into operation during the past year 
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Mobile pumps have not been deployed at any time during the past year.  The flood defence 

remains in a satisfactory condition although, once again, there have been several occasions where 

remedial work has been required resurfacing the allotment roads. The Environment Agency have 

accepted that this may be an ongoing problem and are reviewing the construction of the roads. 
 

Town Council staff are to be congratulated in their vigilance in regular inspections of the flood 

defence. 
 

The emergency plan in place is a living document and was last reviewed 26th April 2017 with 

amendments being introduced where necessary. 
 

Whist the responsibility of providing temporary accommodation in an emergency situation rests 

with the District Council it is envisaged that the Town Council would wish to continue providing 

additional relief where possible in both the Town Hall and the Library.  Both of these locations benefit 

from a town centre location.  
 

The District Council no longer provide the Town Council with emergency items (sleeping bags, 

hygiene kits etc.etc.) but have given their assurance that these items will be available when an 

emergency situation exists.  This may cause delay at a critical time when staffing numbers are low. 
 

With all the advantages of two town centre locations and the local knowledge of Town Council 

staff it is important that this Council continues to play a vital role in any emergency provisions. 

Councillor Chris Parsons MBE - Emergency Planning Officer. 

 
Public Transport 

Two packed public meetings in Pershore Town Hall organised by Pershore Public Transport Group 

(PPTG) - one focusing on shortcomings of local bus services in October last year and one 

highlighting future problems with the level of train services from Pershore in March - give some 

indication of the strength of local feeling on these important issues. 

Worcestershire suffered some of the worst bus cuts of any county in the country following reductions 

in the levels of County Council subsidy and resultant cutbacks imposed by First Midland Red. This 

has had a devastating effect particularly on  South Worcestershire with large villages such as 

Fladbury losing all its off peak services, Eckington ,Defford and Wadborough hit by weekday 

cutbacks and losing all their Saturday buses with the serious implications of increased rural isolation, 

particularly for the elderly, the disabled and young people. 

Pershore's Public Transport Group set up to safeguard, promote and improve local bus services has 

established  a good working relationship with First Midland Red and is shortly due to meet its regional 

managing director  to discuss potential changes to services in September. The group has drawn up 

proposals which could safeguard and improve services between  Pershore and Worcester by 

consolidating  existing 551 and 382 services with particular benefits to villages such as Wadborough, 

Littleworth and Norton.Separate proposals envisage a two hourly off peak service between Pershore 

and Evesham which would restore services from Fladbury and direct buses  between Pinvin, Wyre 

and Evesham. Both proposals would see Pershore acting as a hub with passengers connecting into 

the fast, popular and successful X50 service. 
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During the year the group has agreed to merge with a similar public transport grouping in Evesham 

and is currently in the process of drawing up a detailed constitution. PPTG is particularly grateful for a 

grant from local County Councillor Liz Tucker which will help its aim to better publicise and promote 

services. 

Feedback following the rail services meeting indicates growing alarm regarding the future status of 

Pershore Station in view of the effects of the new Worcester(shire) Parkway Station and the clamour 

for a two hour timing between Worcester and London. A more productive and positive meeting was 

held with Cotswold Line president Lord Faulkner of Worcester who confirmed that the existing 

Pershore service of 31 daily trains is guaranteed under service level commitments with the 

Department for Transport. PPTG is now seeking a joint meeting following the General Election with 

the two local MPs for West and Mid  Worcs to urge the inclusion of Pershore stops in all the fast 

hourly London services from December 2018. 

Councillor Julian Palfrey 

 
 
Items raised by residents of Pershore 
 
a. Mr Michael Amies reminded the meeting of the Town Plan consultations about to start and 
also the opportunity for comments to be made via the Town Plan web site 
 
b. Cllr Wood advised the meeting of the Avon Meadows AGM to take place the following 
Tuesday at 6.30pm at the Civic Centre. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.20pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


