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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

14th JANUARY 2021 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee of Pershore Town 
Council held via Zoom, commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr B Gillmor 
  Cllr A Lavelle  
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr E Turier 

  
       
Items referred by members of the public 
 
There were none. 
 
105. Apologies 
 
Cllr Chapman Pincher’s apologies were accepted as he had to tend to a family matter. 
  
106. Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Parsons declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 5, Allotments and Cllrs Gillmor 
and Tucker declared a disclosable interest in agenda item 7, Avon Meadows. 
 
107.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 12th November 2020 be signed as a true record of the proceedings. 
 
108. Matters of report from the minutes 
 
a. The Deputy Clerk advised members that she had met with the mowing contractor to discuss 
how best to attract biodiversity in the town, with suggestions taken to the Biodiversity working group 
on 6th January 2021. 
 
b. The Deputy Clerk advised members that the next litterpick date had been moved to 27th March 
to enable publicity in the spring newsletter. 

 
c. The Deputy Clerk advised members that the Clerk was awaiting a response from Severn Trent 
regarding the rockery in King George’s Field, and that quotations for proposed works had been 
sought. 
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109.  Allotments 
 
a.  Cllr Winfield and Cllr Lavelle queried the date that the proposed works at the allotments was 
due to be complete. The Deputy Clerk advised members that the Clerk was due to meet with the 
Environmental Agency on Tuesday, and it is hoped more information will be available then. 
 
b.  The Deputy Clerk advised members that there had been no complaints of bonfire on the 
allotment site since the last meeting. Cllr Parsons advised that there had been several bonfires at the 
site Saturday last, however all tenants had adhered to the bonfire code of practice. Cllr Winfield 
questioned whether it was fair to judge the success of the code of practice given the current unique 
circumstances. Cllr Palfrey suggested the unique circumstances could give people more time to visit 
their allotment. 
 
c.  The Deputy Clerk advised members that the mowing contractor had undertaken temporary 
repairs to the entrance tracks using planing, and that it was anticipated the works would be fully 
carried out in line with the Environmental Agency works. Cllr Parsons queried whether the works 
would be completed this, or next financial year, with the Deputy Clerk suggesting more information 
would be available after Tuesday.  
 
d.  Members noted the Clerk was looking into the feasibility of skips at the allotment site. It was 
suggested this item be deferred to the next meeting to fully evaluate the need. 
 
110.  Public Transport 

 
a. Members noted a response from the Rail Delivery Group to a letter written to them supporting 
a campaign for national half fare concessions for 16–18-year-olds. Cllr Palfrey suggested the Council 
reply to the Rail Delivery Group copying in local MPs and ministers of transport. Cllr Boatright 
suggested an open letter be written to the Minister of Transport – Grant Shapps and circulated 
through the media. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that it be recommended 
to full Council that an open letter be written to the Minister of Transport expressing Pershore Town 
Council’s concern about the need to subsidise public transport for 16-18 year-olds so that they have 
the opportunity to access training and employment, obtaining support from local school, copying in 
local MPs and chair of the all-party committee, and circulating through local media channels. 
 
b.  Members noted a report on the Wychavon ‘Ticket to Ride’ campaign from November’s 
meeting. Cllr Boatright expressed his concerns on the success of match funding projects during the 
current financial crisis. Cllr Winfield queried whether there had been a date set for a seminar with 
more information on the scheme. The Deputy Clerk agreed to chase the officer at Wychavon for more 
details. Cllr Lavelle suggested this may not just be for Councils, but local communities too. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that an article be 
written in the next newsletter to alert local communities to the scheme, and that the Deputy Clerk 
ascertain a date for the next seminar. 
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111.  Bus Shelter 
 
Members noted that at a full Council meeting it was resolved that the A&E committee suggest a 
location for the old Whitcroft Road bus shelter to be installed, once it had been repaired.  
Cllr Gillmor suggested the shelter be located on the eastbound side of the Wimpey estate, just 
outside of Hudson Close.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the Whitcroft Road 
bus shelter, once repaired, be located outside Hudson Close, Worcester Road.  
 
Cllr Boatright suggested a map be produced of all the bus stops and shelters in Pershore. Cllr 
Brookbank suggested that this be combined with a map of street lighting in Pershore so future 
discussions on this subject can be well supported. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk 
works with Cllr Boatright and others on producing a map of streetlights and bus stops/shelters in 
Pershore. 
 
112.  Climate Emergency 
 
a.  Cllr Brookbank updated members on the actions the Climate Emergency group have 
undertaken. He explained that the group had investigated changing the Library energy supplier to a 
greener supplier. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that it be 
recommended to full Council that a) the energy supplier for Pershore Library be moved to Bulb 
energy on a dual fuel, 1-year contract to enable 100% green electricity, although not green gas, and 
increasing the annual energy costs by £72.60 a year and b) that a direct debit be set up to pay these 
regular invoices at a fixed amount of no more than £560 per month. 
 
b.  The Deputy Clerk advised members that a response had been received from the Public Sector 
Decarbonisation Scheme that on this occasion our funding application for Solar PV and Air Source 
Heat Pumps at the Library was not successful. 
 
c.  Cllr Gillmor updated members on a workshop which he and the Deputy Clerk attended on 
Tuesday 12th January with the Centre of Sustainable Energy and the University of Gloucester, in 
which they launched a Carbon Footprint Tool. It is hoped that the tool will be received by January 15th 
and a survey on useability will be launched a couple of weeks post this date. 
 
113.  Biodiversity 
 
a.  Cllr Gillmor updated members on the work the Biodiversity group has achieved since their last 
meeting, with the Deputy Clerk having met the mowing contractor to discuss the subject. Cllr Gillmor 
explained that the planting of trees between the culvert and the Football Club was restricted due to 
vehicular access needed daily. It was suggested that this be further discussed under item 6, King 
George’s Field. 
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It was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that it be recommended to 
full Council that the grounds maintenance contract for St Andrews Gardens be varied to leave certain 
areas not mown until after spring flowers have finished, as per the attached map. 
 
114.  King George’s Field 
 
Members noted that the Clerk was still awaiting a response from Severn Trent regarding the removal 
of rockery.  
Cllr Tucker queried the feasibility of planting trees with limited growth in between the Football Club 
and the Culvert so as not to get in the way of vehicular access. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that this item be 
deferred to the King George’s Field working groups meeting on Monday 18th January 2021. 
 

 
115.  Avon Meadows 
 
a. Members noted that the Clerk was liaising with the relevant officer at Wychavon District Council to 

discuss options for benches in Avon Meadows.  
Cllr Gillmor advised that previous benches had been provided by Severn Waste, with installation 
carried out by Worcester Rangers. The Deputy Clerk agreed to investigate the possibility of 
obtaining more benches this way. 
 

b. Cllr Gillmor advised members that work on Avon Meadows had stalled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

 
116.  Air Pollution in the Town   
 
Cllr Boatright updated members on a machine he has acquired which measures air pollution in 
certain areas. He explained he aims to get volunteers trained up to use the machine, and that the air 
quality during lockdown has improved significantly.  
Cllr Boatright explained that it would be hard to get schools and teachers on board with the campaign 
until the end of the pandemic, given their current workload. 
 
117.  Avon Navigation Trust 
 
There was no report received on the work of the Avon Navigation Trust. 
 
118.  Environmental Policy 
 
Cllr Brookbank advised members that the Environmental policy was due for renewal, and suggested it 
be audited to establish achieved goals, and a future policy/action plan. The Deputy Clerk confirmed 
that a Councillor could audit the policy, as long as they were trained to audit. Cllr Brookbank 
volunteered to audit the policy, with the support of Cllr Gillmor, and have an update ready for the next 
meeting in March. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that Cllrs Brookbank 
and Gillmor audit the policy, and bring their findings to the next Amenities and Environment meeting. 
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119.  Items for information 
 
a.  Cllr Palfrey alerted members to certain pathways along Meadow Walk currently being 
impassable due to the weather. 
 
b.  Cllr Tucker advised members that he had discovered the balancing pond installed by Taylor 
Wimpey in the Plum Tree Walk development was nothing like that in the proposed plans, approved in 
2013, and that he intended to escalate the issue. 
 
120.  Items for future agenda 
 
Hurst Park Road Footpath  JP 
 
There being no further issues, the meeting closed at 21:26pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………  
Chairman        Date 


