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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

15th July 2021 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr J Palfrey (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 

Cllr D Boatright  
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE  
  Cllr M Winfield 
     
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were none. 

 

Cllr Palfrey suggested that members make time under agenda item 8b, District Council services to 

consider the issues that had arisen over the past week with the illegal encampment on Abbey Park. 

 

589.  Apologies 

Cllr Brookbank’s apologies were accepted as he had a family commitment, Cllrs Chapman Pincher, 
Turier and Smith as they were away and Cllrs Gillmor and Grantham as they were unwell. 
 
590.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllrs Annis and Parsons declared disclosable interests in agenda item 18 Allotments and 23, Allotment 

bonfires, Cllrs Palfrey and Winfield in agenda item 19 Meetings and Cllrs Wood and Tucker item 13 

New Homes Bonus 

 

591. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Palfrey reminded members of the invitation to the Vale Crematorium on 23rd July and members 

were asked to let the Clerk know the following morning if they wished to attend. 

592.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 

 
593.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 17th June 2021 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
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594.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she was still awaiting a response from the County Council to her letter 
written on 18th December regarding the missing pavement from Choules Close along Holloway 
although Cllr Boatright was liaising with officers in this regard and would report later in this meeting. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that due to further global delays in the supply of resin a firm date for the 
completion of the works to Princess Diana’s Garden has been unable to be determined. In the 
meantime, the area has been tidied up and planting undertaken with signage fixed to the fencing to 
explain the problem. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map was awaited. 
 
d. The Clerk had advised the District Council that the preferred suffix for the road on the 
Allesborough Farm estate was Place. 
 
e. The Clerk had met with the District Council at the area at the bottom of Station Road and the 
detail of the works planned by the District Council in this location were awaited. 
 
f. The Clerk had advised the Clerk to Pershore United Charities of the nominated trustee to the 
charity and passed on their contact details. 
 
g. The Clerk advised that Avon Meadows Car Park had been opened on 1st July and temporary 
signage was in place advising those using the car park that it would be locked at night as agreed. 
Members noted that as their next meeting was not until 2nd September the car park should remain open 
during August as well. The signage would be amended accordingly. 
 
h. The Clerk had advised both Persimmon and the District Council of the terms regarding the new 
allotment site on the Station Road development. 
 
i. The bonfire questionnaire had been sent to allotment tenants as agreed and would be a matter 
for further discussion at the September meeting. 
 
j. The Deputy Clerk was currently investigating various social media platforms and a report would 
be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
k. The College had agreed they would welcome a visit from members and suggested after July 
19th. The Clerk was awaiting responses from members before confirming a date in mid-August. 
 
l. The Clerk had contacted the SWDPR team and requested clarification of the issues raised in 
their latest newsletter although to date no response had been received. 
 
595.  County Council Services 
 
Cllr Boatright reported as follows:- 
Bus services 
A £1 million subsidy existed that was used to fund a travelcard as part of the council post-16 
transport policy. Cllr Boatright had asked a series of follow up questions about the current use and 
geographical distribution of the use, however the cost to the individual was up to £550 per young 
person. Details could be found at: 
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20604/school_and_college_travel_assistance/1767/severn_c
ard_student_bus_pass_scheme 
 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20604/school_and_college_travel_assistance/1767/severn_card_student_bus_pass_scheme
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20604/school_and_college_travel_assistance/1767/severn_card_student_bus_pass_scheme
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There were a number of options to consider to help young people and Cllr Boatright asked members 
to bring forward any ideas they may have. 
 
Roadworks 
A request for work orders to be raised to repaint to roundels for Bridge Street although these may 
take a little over the normal four weeks due to the surface dressing and resurfacing works in 
progress. 
 
The Public Right of Way through field opposite Racecourse Road on Station Road was to be re-
routed from 5th July, while Persimmon was developing the site. 
 
Pinvin resurfacing: 12th-15th July with overnight closures.  
Pensham Hill roadworks: 29th-30th July. Traffic lights at the junction so some delays likely coming into 
town (waterworks for Severn Trent).  
Wyre Road: Construction of new footway and cycleway on north side of Wyre Road. New kerbing 
and drainage in order to bring road up to A road status. Expected to be completed by November but 
there will be traffic lights and disruption.  
Choules Close pathway: currently with Transport and Infrastructure Team to look at plans. S278 team 
are also involved. Still chasing! 
 
Internet Access 
Cllr Boatright had confirmed with Superfast Worcestershire that the Company called Airband are 
already exploring the town and had the contract to install faster broadband to the town. This was 
likely to be done in the next year.  
 
Toilets (Bridge’s car park) 
Currently exploring funding opportunities.  
 
Cllr Boatright also advised that the County Council had now declared a Climate Emergency although 
their deadline was 2050 whereas he would have preferred much sooner. 
 
Cllr Tucker advised of a public transport initiative in Bromsgrove where a “Dial a Ride” system operated, 
and the route was determined by the demand. He hoped this may be something that could be 
considered for the Pershore area, to include the villages. 
 
596.  District Council Services 
 
a. Members considered the current consultation on the Draft Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Policy, but it was agreed that no response was required by the Town Council to this consultation. 
 
b. Cllr Tucker advised that the issue of the 5G mast close to Little Penny Rope was not to be 
debated at Planning Committee and he was content with that. He was not at liberty to divulge the 
process being undertaken. 
 
Members noted the disruption to the town during the recent illegal encampment on Abbey Park. The 
vehicles had left on Wednesday evening and members asked the Clerk to write to the District Council 
thanking their staff for the swift way the clean up operation was organisation and particular thanks to 
Mr Donald Roberts. 
 
Cllr Tucker advised that a court order to remove them had been granted on the Monday after their 
arrival on the Thursday which was the quickest it could be obtained. Cllr Boatright advised that he had 
made it clear that the police had a duty of care to the residents and had been disappointed by the lack 
of action taken by them. He felt everyone needed to look at how the law operated. He understood that 
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there was a way in which if more than 6 vehicles were illegally present, they could be forced to move 
on and wondered why Wychavon did not use this when other Districts were prepared to. 
 
Members noted that Abbey Park was an open piece of land and not well protected from such invasions 
and concerns were expressed that this may happen again. Cllr Tucker advised that there was a meeting 
planned for Monday next week at Wychavon when all options would be considered. Member’s 
discussion possible way of preventing  access including tree trunks, rocks or a bund. Cllr Wood 
wondered whether changing the way parking was managed on Abbey Road and St Andrews Road 
may provide a barrier. Cllr Boatright advised that all these would be considered, and this would be an 
item for the September Town Council agenda. 
 
597.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of June be approved. 
 
b. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 15th of July 2021 and that the value had 

slightly increased. 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the payment 

list for the month of July, as below, be accepted. 
 

16932 WYCHAVON PP 15/07/2021 059 Library rates 2196.00 

16933 WYCHAVON PP 15/07/2021 060 Cemetery Rates 91.00 

16934 WYCHAVON PP 15/07/2021 061 Town Hall rates 611.00 

16935 EVESHMEC PP 15/07/2021 062 Library and Town Hall 234.00 

16939 TOTAL PP 15/07/2021 063 Library Electricty 7.31 

16940 WYCHAVON PP 15/07/2021 064 Trade waste 568.10 

16941 WLBROWN PP 15/07/2021 065 VIC administration 1.40 

16942 PAPERSTA PP 15/07/2021 066 Stationery 87.18 

16943 TRAVIS PP 15/07/2021 067 Bolts for bench 
repairs 

24.24 

16944 COUNTRYW PP 15/07/2021 068 Cemetery mowing 960.00 

16945 CLPG PP 15/07/2021 069 Subscription 15.00 

16946 ERSOFFIC PP 15/07/2021 070 Stationery 54.83 

16947 AREA9SEC PP 15/07/2021 071 Locking up 525.24 

16948 LIMEBRID PP 15/07/2021 072 Mowing contract 936.00 

16949 WPSINSUR PP 15/07/2021 073 Insurance 7149.90 

16950 EXECCLEA PP 15/07/2021 074 Cleaning 828.90 

16951 COX'S PP 15/07/2021 075 Fuel 93.03 

16952 DOLPHINT PP 15/07/2021 076 Copying 183.02 

16953 BARCLAYC PP 15/07/2021 077 Town Hall, Office 
equip and Zoom 
licence 

470.77 

16954 BRITGAS PP 15/07/2021 078 Town Hall gas 116.18 

16955 ROBDOBS PP 15/07/2021 079 Window cleaning 642.00 

16956 COMMHEAR PP 15/07/2021 080 Defibrillator battery 282.00 

16957 POSTOFFI PP 15/07/2021 081 Postages 33.00 

16959 SALARY1 PP 15/07/2021 DD Salary 3148.64 

16960 SALARY2 PP 15/07/2021 DD Salary 1780.86 
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16961 SALARY3 PP 15/07/2021 DD Salary 989.91 

16962 SALARY4 PP 15/07/2021 DD Salary 1006.78 

16963 SALARY6 PP 15/07/2021 DD Salary 1199.96 

16964 SALARY7 PP 15/07/2021 DD Salary 808.59 

16965 HMRC PP 15/07/2021 082 Tax and NIC 2599.89 

16966 WCC PP 15/07/2021 083 Pension 2175.60 

16970 ELP PP 15/07/2021 084 Chapel Maintenance 708.00 

16972 PARSONS PP 15/07/2021 085 Mileage 14.40 

16978 CPC PP 15/07/2021 086 Refuse sacks 130.08 

16979 BHGS PP 15/07/2021 087 Cemetery Maint 154.05 

16980 2020SOLAR PP 15/07/2021 088 Solar PV Installation 5280.00 

16981 WATERPLUS PP 15/07/2021 089 Library Water 56.39      
TOTAL 36163.25 

 
598.  Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the revised Grounds 
Maintenance specification be agreed. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the area between the 
path and the Vicarage now be completely mown with Cllrs Wood and Boatright being advised in 
advance so that they can ensure there is no wildlife in the area that could be harmed. 
 
599.  Council Reform Working Group 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that:- 
 
Consideration be given to holding councillor surgeries at the Town Hall from September/October 
onwards  
 
That each committee review their Terms of Reference at their next meeting. These then to be 
considered by the working group and recommendations made to the Town Council for consideration. 
 
That the working group consider whether as well as the minutes of meetings being uploaded onto the 
website, past agendas should remain on there for resident’s information. 
 
600. Town Hall Audio System 
 
The Clerk advised that the latest contractor had been unable to provide her with budget costs in time 
for this meeting and this item was deferred. The Clerk also hoped to have information regarding 
improving the acoustics in the Council Chamber in due course. 
 
601.  New Homes Bonus 
 
The Clerk advised that the County Council had stated that they were keen to work with the Town 
Council and Wychavon D C on developing design for enhancing Broad Street although no feasibility 
study had yet been forthcoming. In view of the resolution past at the June meeting (minute 579 a) Cllr 
Tucker felt that as there was no commitment from the County Council for the project to proceed quickly 
the Town Council should not bid for any funding for this purpose. Cllr Wood agreed and suggested that 
maybe bidding for funding for town centre enhancements would give more flexibility. 
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The Clerk advised that the funds could not be reserved for a future project as this would, in effect, be 
granting the council an extension to the deadline which had already been refused. There was no time 
before the deadline for a new project to be considered and if no bid were made the funds would go into 
the Legacy Grant system and no longer be available for the exclusive use of Pershore. 
 
Cllr Winfield did not want to see the funds lost and felt there was an opportunity to provide a more 
pedestrian friendly “Town Square” for Pershore. Cllr Tucker felt that the funds were for a County Council 
project that may not happen for a very long time, but the Clerk reminded members of the funds given 
from New Homes Bonus some years ago for a feasibility study into the Northern Link – this was only 
just coming to fruition. Cllr Boatright felt that those funds had been extremely important and had helped 
the project to come to fruition. The Town Plan and the Prospectus both point out the benefits of 
enhancing Broad Street, with the prospectus putting it forward as an ambitious future project which he 
felt the Town Council needed to help to fund. 
 
Cllr Parsons agreed. He understood that it could be some years before the project came to fruition but 
that was the same when the Town Council put money towards the Northern Link, the Council needed 
to look to the future for the town. The drawings already in existence were indicative and much more 
work would need to be undertaken before a planning application could be considered. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker and seconded by Cllr Wood that the bid for New Homes Bonus be for 
“Town Centre enhancements to include Broad Street” 
 
Upon putting this motion to the vote in fell by 3 votes to 4 with 2 abstentions 
 
It was then proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED by 5 votes to 3 that 
the Council bid for New Homes Bonus funds for Broad Street enhancements. The Clerk will proceed 
as agreed. 
 
b. Members considered the final report and plans on the riverside enhancements from the King 
George V Playing Field working group. Members thanked Cllr Tucker and the working group for their 
work on these proposals and Cllr Tucker explained various aspects of the works. It was proposed by 
Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Clerk proceed with a New Homes 
Bonus bid for these works, to include a £10,000 contingency for recently identified drain works. 
 
c. Members noted that the District Council had advised the Clerk that as both proposals for the 
New Homes Bonus were in both the Town Plan and the Prospectus, both of which had been extensively 
consulted upon, there was no requirement for further consultation to be undertaken. 
 
602.  West Mercia Police Community Charter 
 
a. It was agreed the Clerk attend a briefing on the Charter the following Monday and report back 
to the September meeting of the Council when the Charter could be debated. 
 
b. Members considered the issue raised concerning young people in some areas saying they 
were “bored”. Cllr Parsons was surprised that this was the case when the town had so much to offer. 
Cllr Boatright advised that the Riverside Centre were putting on a summer programme and would be 
engaging with young people as much as possible. The Clerk advised that the youth leader at the 
centre would be happy to try to meet with the young people if he could be advised of the times when 
they were in Abbey Park. They had undertaken outreach during lockdown and a number of those 
approached were now attending the centre on a regular basis. 
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603.  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
It was agreed this item be deferred to the September meeting 
 
604.  Christmas Lights 
 
Members considered whether to replace time clocks in the streetlights for the Christmas lights or to do 
as in 2020 and leave the lights on permanently. In view of the cost of replacing the time clocks and the 
minimal increase in cost of leaving the lights on permanently, it was proposed by Cllr Boatright, 
seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED not to replace the timeclocks this year. 
 
605.  Floral Displays 
 
Members considered the existing specification for floral displays which was due to go out to tender. 
The Clerk confirmed that the baskets and troughs purchased by residents and business were at zero 
cost to the Town Council and on that basis, it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming 
and RESOLVED that no change be made to the specification. 
 
606.  Allotments 
 
The Clerk advised that she had had some contact with the Environment Agency but still no firm plans 
for the works. She was hoping that the overgrown plots being kept for when the works were underway 
would be strimmed by them as soon as possible. 
 
607.  Meetings 
 
a. Members considered the request from Cllr Palfrey for the Finance and Property Committee 
meetings to be moved to the second Thursday of the month although Cllr Palfrey advised this was less 
of an issue now he was no longer Chair of the organisation whose meeting dates clashed. Following 
debate it was felt the meetings should remain with the current schedule. 
 
b. The Clerk reminded members of the relaxation of Covid restrictions from 19th July and advised 
that the staff had decided to ask visitors to the Town Hall to wear a mask and hand sanitise when 
entering the reception area. Whilst they knew this was no longer mandatory, they were hoping visitors 
would understand and comply with the request. 
 
Members also felt caution was needed and it was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Wood 
and RESOLVED that future meetings would continue to have social distancing, hand sanitising and 
masks with members still taking lateral flow tests before meetings. This to be reviewed as necessary. 
 
608.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Wood advised that the Football Club were keen to explore the possibility of an all-weather pitch 
and she would be meeting the Chairman with the Clerk to discuss their proposals in due course. 
 
609.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of July 
 
b. Members noted that a thank you letter had been received from the Jazz Festival thanking the 
Council for the recently awarded grant. 
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c. The Clerk advised that a street collection permit had been granted to the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal from 30th October to 13th November 2021 
 
d. Members noted the report from the Wellbeing Hub, the notes from the meeting with the Police 
and Crime Commissioner and the Cotswold Line Promotion Group newsletter 
 
e. The Clerk advised that she anticipated a draft of the new Town Guide to be available at the 
end of the month and would be considered by the Twinning and Tourism Committee at their August 
meeting. 
 
610.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Library lighting for September meeting (CP) 
 
c. Library Murals (CT) 
 
d. Minerals Local Plan – the Clerk will speak to Cllr Rowley to ascertain whether a special meeting 
should be called. 
 
e. The Children’s Society CLIMB project – date depending upon item d. above 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Winfield,  
seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public 
and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 23, Allotment Bonfires, 24, Pershore Library and 25, 
Staffing. 
 
611.  Allotment Bonfires 
 
The Clerk advised that no further correspondence had been received. 
 
612. Pershore Library 
 
Members considered the response to the further letter sent by the Clerk to the alleged perpetrator as 
agreed at the June meeting. Following debate, it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Wood 
that a further letter be sent, and the issue be raised by the Clerk with the local police superintendent. 
 
613.  Staffing issues. 
 
Members considered the Management Group report and the various documents proposed to be 
distributed as the recruitment pack for the post of Town Clerk. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, 
seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the post now be advertised. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.55 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 


