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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

17th June 2021 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr J Palfrey (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 

Cllr D Boatright (late arrival) 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE  
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
     
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were none. 

 

564.  Apologies 

Cllr Brookbank’s apologies were accepted as he was unwell, Cllr Wood’s and Tucker’s as they were 
away and Cllr Chapman Pincher’s as he had a family commitment. Cllr Boatright apologized in advance 
for his late arrival. 
 
565.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllrs Annis and Parsons declared disclosable interests in agenda item 18 Allotments and 23, Allotment 

bonfires. 

 

566. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

There were none. 

567.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 

 
568.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
Town and Annual meetings held 13th May 2021 and the minutes of the Council meeting held 20th May 
2021 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
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569.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she was still awaiting a response from the County Council to her letter 
written on 18th December regarding the missing pavement from Choules Close along Holloway 
although Cllr Boatright was liaising with officers in this regard and would report later in this meeting. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that due to further delays in the supply of resin a firm date for the completion 
of the works to Princess Diana’s Garden has been unable to be determined. In the meantime the area 
would be tidied up and some planting would be undertaken. 
 
c. The scaffold tower had been delivered and one of the grounds staff had undertaken the 
necessary training in its use as agreed. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map was awaited. 
 
e. The Deputy Clerk was currently investigating various social media platforms and a report would 
be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
f. The College had agreed they would welcome a visit from members and would be forwarding 
suggested dates to the Clerk shortly. 
 
g. The Clerk had contacted the SWDPR team and requested clarification of the issues raised in 
their latest newsletter although to date no response had been received. 
 
h. The Clerk had advised the local resident of members views regarding a possible Covid memorial 
and they were considering various options before contacting the Council again. 
 
i. The Clerk had met with the owner of Orchard Farm and identified the various areas where 
remedial works were required. It was anticipated that the field where the majority of fencing had fallen 
down would be used for livestock in due course and the fencing would be repaired either when 
necessary for the livestock or before if possible. 
 
j. The agreed publicity regarding the wilding of areas of town was in the process of being 
undertaken. 
 
k. The Town Hall energy supplier would move to Bulb with effect from 2nd July 2021. 
 
570.  County Council Services 
 
Cllr Boatright reported:- 
 
He was still in discussions with officers and would be following the matter of the footway up with them 
later in the month. 
 
An internet provider was exploring Pershore and had a contract with the County Council to install 
faster broadband to the town sometime in the next twelve months. 
 
Parking seemed to be a major issue with residents with a number asking for residents parking 
scheme in their street. Cllr Boatright suggested some discussion with residents as to what they would 
wish to see but the main issue seems to be driveways being blocked by parked cars and causing an 
obstruction. 
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The toilets by the bridges picnic area had been closed some years ago but were still sited there in a 
dilapidated condition. The County Council would not be reopening them. It was agreed the Clerk write 
to the District Council to ask whether, as this was a well-used amenity area, they would be prepared 
to take them on. 
 
The request for the whole town to be a 20mph zone did not meet the criteria and Cllr Boatright 
suggested starting with the roads outside schools. Whilst members welcomed this as a start Cllr 
Parsons said it made it somewhat confusing for motorists. Cllr Boatright would continue to discuss 
this with officers. 
 
Cllr Boatright updated members on various proposed road closures around Pershore. 
 
571.  District Council Services 
 
a. Members noted that the suffix for Bomford Court was not acceptable as it did not fit with other 
names on the development. Following debate, it was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Gillmor 
and RESOLVED that the suffix be changed to “Place”. The Clerk will advise the District Council 
accordingly. 
 
b. Members considered options for the use of £3,000 available from the District Council to enhance 
the town. It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the Clerk ask 
that the area at the bottom of Station Road by the telephone exchange be improved and the Clerk will 
advise the District Council accordingly. 
 
572.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of May be approved. 
 
b. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 17th June 2021 and that the value had 

slightly increased. 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the payment 

list for the month of June, as below, be accepted. 
 

16652 WYCHAVON PP 17/06/2021 032 Rates 2898.00 

16653 OHMS PP 17/06/2021 033 Machinery Maint 28.00 

16654 STANNAH PP 17/06/2021 034 Library lift maintenance 71.70 

16655 ERSOFFIC PP 17/06/2021 035 Stationery 74.92 

16656 COUNTRYW PP 17/06/2021 036 Cemetery mowing 960.00 

16657 ATLANTIC PP 17/06/2021 037 Software licence 86.40 

16658 DOLPHINT PP 17/06/2021 038 Photocopying 69.30 

16659 LIMEBRID PP 17/06/2021 039 Mowing contract 936.00 

16660 BUDGETSK PP 17/06/2021 040 Skip hire 255.00 

16661 WPSINSUR PP 17/06/2021 041 Vehicle insurance 529.00 

16662 EVESHMEC PP 17/06/2021 042 Replacement valve at Town Hall 966.87 

16663 CAB PP 17/06/2021 043 Grant 2000.00 

16664 WCC PP 17/06/2021 044 Street Lighting 7261.17 

16665 WLBROWN PP 17/06/2021 045 Town Hall Maint 17.10 

16666 AREA9SEC PP 17/06/2021 046 Locking up 543.79 

16667 PARSONS PP 17/06/2021 047 Mileage 6.30 
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16668 SALARY1 PP 17/06/2021 DD Salary 3148.63 

16669 SALARY2 PP 17/06/2021 DD Salary 1781.06 

16670 SALARY3 PP 17/06/2021 DD Salary 989.91 

16671 SALARY4 PP 17/06/2021 DD Salary 1006.78 

16672 SALARY6 PP 17/06/2021 DD Salary 1199.76 

16673 SALARY7 PP 17/06/2021 DD Salary 835.46 

16675 HMRC PP 17/06/2021 048 Tax and NIC 2609.19 

16676 WCC PP 17/06/2021 049 Superannuation 2185.90 

16677 EXECCLEA PP 17/06/2021 050 Cleaning 755.36 

16678 BRITGAS PP 17/06/2021 051 Town Hall gas 247.42 

16679 BARCLAYC PP 17/06/2021 052 PPE, Signage, Civic exp and Cemetery 284.85 

16708 BRITGAS PP 17/06/2021 053 Town Hall Electricity 251.90 

16709 DAVIESB PP 17/06/2021 054 Allotment rent refund 10.49 

16710 JAZZ PP 17/06/2021 055 Grant to Jazz Festival 150.00 

16711 BUDGETSK PP 17/06/2021 056 Skip Hire 255.00      
TOTAL 32415.26 

 
573.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
Members noted the grant of £150 awarded to the Jazz Festival and the decision to readvertise grant 
availability. 
 
574.  Visit Pershore website 
 
Members noted the new website and it was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Hemming and 
RESOLVED that the decision at the May meeting to allow the site to go live be ratified. 
 
575. Pershore Library 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that this item be 
considered in confidential session. 
 
576.  Town Hall Telephones 
 
Members considered the recommendation from the Town Clerk that the Town Hall telephone system 
be upgraded to include better Wi-Fi in the Council Chamber. It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded 
by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to spend up to £1,000 on the necessary 
equipment to enable the upgrade to be undertaken provided it was compatible with the new audio 
system still to be investigated. The possibility of installing permanent microphone, suspended from the 
ceiling was discussed along with the possibility of purchasing a second-hand system from  a larger 
authority. It was felt more investigation was required and whatever was recommended should not need 
to be set and removed at the start and end of each meeting. The Clerk will bring a further report to the 
July meeting. 
 
577.  Pershore United Charities 
 
Cllr Palfrey noted that out of the five Town Council Trustees on the charity, only two were council 
members and whilst he thanked Mr Hemming for his interest, he wondered whether any councillor may 
wish to take up the position. Cllr Parsons, as previous Clerk to the charity, gave a brief outline of what 
the charity did and what was involved for the Trustees. Cllr Smith expressed an interest in the role and 
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it was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that Cllr Smith be nominated 
as a Trustee to Pershore United Charities. 
 
578.  Avon Meadows Car Park 
 
Members noted that the District Council had now agreed to pay the dilapidations and the essential tree 
work had already been completed. Strimming and the scrape would take place over the next week and 
the car park could be ready to reopen on 28th June subject to weather conditions. 
 
It was noted that there were no funds in the budget to pay either the rates or any further maintenance 
and therefore any costs in the current financial year would need to come from reserves. Members 
therefore considered whether it may be possible for the Council to charge for the use of the car park 
although appreciated this may bring additional costs of monitoring. Following debate, it was proposed 
by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the car park open for the month of 
July, monitor the usage and review in the light of this information. 
 
Members considered whether the car park should be open, as it had in the past, 24/7. It was proposed 
by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the car park be locked by the security 
company in the evening and opened by staff in the mornings as currently is the case with the cemetery 
car park. The Clerk will arrange for the necessary signage to be installed. 
 
579.  New Homes Bonus 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the officer dealing with the feasibility of the Broad Street enhancements 
was intending to speak to the portfolio holder shortly, following which their suggestions would be 
forwarded to the Clerk for members consideration. The proposal had been in the Town Plan, was in 
the emerging prospectus and had the support of Wychavon D C and Worcestershire C C. It was 
proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED with one abstention that the 
Town Council agree in principle to investigate the scheme further subject to the results of the County 
Council feasibility study and for the project being put into their scheme of works. 
 
b. Members considered the report on the riverside enhancements from the King George V Playing 
Field working group. Members agreed in general with the proposals although had some concerns about 
losing the turning circle. Cllr Annis asked whether a formal path suitable for disabled use could be 
created along the riverbank to Wyre although there were some concerns that this would not be 
approved by the Environment Agency and may be out of keeping in a Local Nature Reserve. The Clerk 
was asked to investigate this possibility.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the Clerk arrange for 
drawings to be created and obtain formal quotations for the works as proposed. 
 
The Clerk drew members attention to the advice that the Town Council would need to undertake a 
consultation of residents for both the Broad Street and Riverside proposals. It was agreed an informal 
Council meeting be arranged as soon as possible after the County Council report is produced to 
consider the projects for New Homes Bonus and the consultation process. 
 
580.  Allotments 
 
a. Members considered the proposed terms of the S106 agreement with Persimmon to provide a 
small number of allotments on the Station Road site. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by 
Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that the Town Council take ownership of the allotment site on condition 
the developer:- 
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a. Provided an area for car parking. 
b. Provided main pathways. 
c. Installed a minimum of two water points with troughs so that water shuts off when the 

troughs were full. 
d. Ensured the allotments were ready for tenants to use. 
e. Passed the freehold of the land to the Town Council. 

 
Members noted that these would be brought into use before 100 properties had been occupied and 
the Town Council did not necessarily need to offer these as full plots. 
 
b. Members noted the proposed questionnaire to allotment tenants concerning bonfires. It was 
proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED with the abstention of Cllrs 
Annis and Parsons that the questionnaire be sent, and the results reviewed at the September 
meeting. 
 
581.  Trustees of King George’s Field 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the Trustees of King 
George’s Field be advised of revised income and expenditure figures as £11,513.46 income and 
£15,714.70 expenditure. The Clerk will advise the Trustees accordingly. 
 
582.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Gillmor reported on the latest meeting of the CALC Executive Board where the main issue had 
been concerns about holding face to face meetings and the Government’s refusal to extend the 
legislation to permit remote meetings. 
 
583.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of June. 
 
b.  Members noted the notes from the Town Forum meeting held 9th June 2021. 
 
584.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Library lighting (CP) 
 
c. Library Murals (CT) 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Smith,  
seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 23, Allotment Bonfires, 24, Judo Hall, 25, Pershore Library 
and 26, Staffing. 
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585.  Allotment Bonfires 
 
The Clerk advised that no further correspondence had been received. 
 
586. Judo Hall 
 
The Clerk advised that a local community group had submitted a formal request to be considered as a 
potential bidder for the hall and now had until October 29th to submit their bid. 
 
587. Pershore Library 
 
Members considered the response to the letter sent by the Clerk to the alleged perpetrator as agreed 
at the May meeting. Following debate, it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Winfield that 
a further letter be sent, and the issue be raised with the Police and Crime Commissioner at their meeting 
the following week. 
 
588.  Staffing issues. 
 
Following the Clerk’s statement at the May meeting, members considered the report of the 
Management Group and their next steps before making a formal recommendation to the Town Council. 
The Town Clerk stated that that she wished to advise the staff of her decision to retire by the end of 
May 2022 and it was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that this part of 
the debate be put into the public domain. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.45. 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 


