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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

2nd September 2021 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr J Palfrey (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher  
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr V Smith  
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
     
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were none. 

 

614.  Apologies 

Cllr Annis’ and Cllr Tucker’s apologies were accepted as they were unwell, Cllr Gillmor’s as he had a 
prior engagement and Cllr Turier’s as she was away. 
 
615.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr Parsons declared a disclosable interests in agenda items 13 and 24 Allotments, Cllr Wood in 

agenda item 17 New Homes Bonus and Cllr Palfrey in agenda item 9f. 

 

616. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Palfrey announced that his charity for his term of office would be the Talking Newspaper with a 

Quiz booked for November and a coffee morning booked for December. 

 

Cllr Palfrey passed on the congratulations of the Town Council to the Deputy Town Clerk on 

achieving the award of the Certificate in Local Council Administration. 

617.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 

 
618.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 15th July 2021 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings with the 
addition of Cllr Tucker as being present. 
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619.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she was still awaiting a response from the County Council to her letter 
written on 18th December regarding the missing pavement from Choules Close along Holloway 
although Cllr Boatright was liaising with officers in this regard and would report later in this meeting. It 
was agreed this item could now be removed from matters of report as Cllr Boatright was now handling 
this issue. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that due to further global delays in the supply of resin a firm date for the 
completion of the works to Princess Diana’s Garden has been unable to be determined. In the 
meantime, the area has been tidied up and planting undertaken with signage fixed to the fencing to 
explain the problem. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map was awaited. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that the works to the area at the bottom of Station Road had been costed and 
a decision on how the District Council wished to proceed was awaited. 
 
e. The Deputy Clerk was currently investigating various social media platforms and a report would 
be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
f. The Clerk reminded members that Cllr Tony Rowley would attend an informal meeting of the 
Council on Monday 6th September at 9.30am to outline issues relating to the County Council Local 
Minerals Plan 
 
g. The Floral Display and Grounds Maintenance tenders had been sent out and would be a matter 
for consideration at the October meeting of the Finance and Property Committee 
 
h. The Clerk advised that the area of St Andrews Gardens beside the Vicarage Garden had now 
been mown as agreed. 
 
620.  County Council Services 
 
Cllr Boatright reported as follows:- 
Footways and Highways 
 
Number of issues flagged and raised with county. A list of paths and roads in need of repair in the 
division has been made and reported to the Highways team. Currently awaiting reply on costs and 
possibilities of completing all this work so will need to be prioritised based on need. Any areas you 
think need resurfacing etc please let me know.  
Furlongs Road currently about to be resurfaced (pavements), and Cherry Orchard and parts of 
Station Road are next.  
 
There is a proposed plan to limit issues with Walcott Lane which involves a barrier and CCTV. Should 
be released shortly.  
 
Choules Close: still awaiting response from relevant team. Have chased several times. Will chase 
again. Cllr Boatright elaborated that a lot of the previous history relating to this issue was not easily 
available and he was pursuing this. 
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Overgrown hedges and shrubs 
 
Had a number of complaints about overgrown shrubs being reported and then the council replying 
there is no safety issue. Have asked for the team to get in contact with me as one triffid in particular 
almost caused me damage on a run! Any places with particular issues, please let me know. 
 
Buses and public transport  
 
Discussions about bus services and consultation for the new county bus plan is being compiled by 
officers at County and is expected in the Autumn. Have asked for details on how we can contribute to 
this and have been assured we can when it is released. Have asked for timetable of how the plan will 
be adopted.  
 
Discussions regarding 16-18 discounts still ongoing. Being held back slightly by data but will continue 
to push.  
 
Library provision 
 
There was a consultation on libraries back in 2019. It appears to have re-appeared and there are 
suggestions of 24 hour staffless services. Town Council should be prepared to respond to this.  
 
School system in Pershore area 
 
There is about to be the start of a consultation on moving the whole area to 2 tier in the coming 
school years. Full details will be published this month. This is going to be a contentious issue but can 
I recommend people do take part in the process and get their views into the consultation. Details are 
imminent so will send to the clerk once I have them.  
 
Cllr Brookbank asked that Cllr Boatright please ascertain progress with the various issues regarding 
the state of then pavement in Station Road. 
 
Cllr Boatright explained that  
staff shortages meant a number of proposed works were being delayed. 
A barrier was planned to ensure Walcot Lane was permanently closed to vehicles 
A consultation on changing the school system to two tier was awaited 
 
Cllr Boatright also suggested a Council surgery to give residents the opportunity to discuss Climate 
Change and the forthcoming Glasgow Climate Change summit possibly on 2nd October at the Town 
Hall. This would involve the District Council as well. It was agreed the Climate Emergency working 
group meet to discuss this as soon as conveniently possible so that this could be publicised.  
 
Cllr Palfrey thanked Cllr Boatright for his support in getting information about the changes to the Hopper 
timetable. It was agreed the Clerk write to the County Council expressed their concerns about the way 
this transfer of operator had been managed by the County Council and Cllr Boatright agreed to furnish 
the Clerk with the necessary information. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked about the installation of the bus shelter as previously agreed by Council. The Clerk 
advised that whilst the installation was to be paid for by Cllr Boatright the Town Council needed to fund 
the necessary repairs which amounted to approximately £1,000. Cllr Parsons also asked whether the 
existing bus shelter on the Worcester Road was to have an electronic display installed and the Clerk 
was asked to ascertain whether this was planned. 
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621.  District Council Services 
 
a. Members considered their response to the consultation concerning a barrier to be installed 
around the perimeter of Abbey Park. Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr 
Smith and RESOLVED that the Town Council respond that whilst they would prefer a legal process to 
be established that would work quickly in the event of an illegal encampment they would support the 
installation of appropriate barriers in principle. 
 
b. Members agreed that no response was required to the consultation on the draft revised 
Statement of Principles under the Gambling Act 2005. 
 
c. Members considered the consultation on the proposed reduction in the number of Wychavon 
Councillors from 45 to 43. Following debate it agreed that the Town Council respond that in view of the 
increase in the number of residents in recent years and the projected future numbers, Pershore Town 
Council does not believe the town would be served well with less than three District Councillors 
representing them. 
 
d. Cllr Parsons raised the issue of the scaffolding outside Hardings Court which had now been 
there for a number of years with no works taking place. It was agreed the Clerk contact the County and 
District Councils and the Health and Safety Executive to ascertain progress with the building works. 
 
Cllr Boatright advised that the Local Government Association were to undertake a review of the District 
Council Planning Department including enforcement and the Town Council’s views would be sought in 
due course. 
 
Cllr Boatright advised that it was anticipated there would be a 6 – 9 months delay in the SWDP review 
and a new timetable was to be discussed by the District Council at a meeting on 22nd September. 
 
623.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of August be approved. 
 
b. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 2nd September 2021 and the recent 

realization of some of the asserts for the Library loan, PV Panels, Street lights and Princess 
Diana’s Garden 

 
c. Members noted the letter and report from the External Auditors and that an unqualified report 

had been given for the year ended 31st March 2021. 
 
d. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the payment 

list for the months of August and September, as below, be accepted. It was also agreed that 
invoices for the month to 16th September be paid in view of the next Council meeting being 21st 
October some 7 weeks away. 

 
AUGUST CHEQUE PAYMENT LIST 

WYCHAVON PP 19/08/2021 090 Town Hall Rates £654.00 

WYCHAVON PP 19/08/2021 091 Library Rates £2,196.00 

WYCHAVON PP 19/08/2021 092 Cemetery Rates £91.00 

BRITGAS PP 19/08/2021 093 Town Hall elec £141.65 

ANT PP 19/08/2021 094 Subscription £50.00 

INFORCOM PP 19/08/2021 095 Data Prot registration £40.00 
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BUDGETSK PP 19/08/2021 096 Purchase Payment £255.00 

DOLPHINT PP 19/08/2021 097 Photocopying £220.29 

DEANMART PP 19/08/2021 098 Avon Meadows Car park £1,188.00 

WATERPLU PP 19/08/2021 099 Town Hall water £263.53 

AREA9SEC PP 19/08/2021 100 Locking up £667.99 

PKFLITTL PP 29/08/2021 101 External Audit £1,920.00 

PARSONS PP 19/08/2021 102 Mileage £8.10 

PAPERSTA PP 19/08/2021 103 Stationery £85.22 

COX'S PP 19/08/2021 104 Fuel £58.69 

COUNTRYW PP 19/08/2021 105 Cemetery mowing £960.00 

EXECCLEA PP 19/08/2021 106 Cleaning £784.62 

POSTOFFI PP 19/08/2021 107 Postages £50.00 

PETTYCAS PP 19/08/2021 108 Petty Cash £38.14 

SLCC PP 19/08/2021 109 Recruitment £360.00 

WLBROWN PP 19/08/2021 110 Padlocks £115.98 

BLUNSOM PP 19/08/2021 111 Avon Meadows Car Park £2,955.00 

LIMEBRID PP 19/08/2021 112 Mowing contract £936.00 

PODS PP 19/08/2021 113 Grant £150.00 

VOLUNTEE PP 19/08/2021 114 Grant £500.00 

BUCKLE PP 19/08/2021 115 Repurchase grave space £180.00 

BARCLAYC PP 19/08/2021 116 Recruitment £288.00 

OHMS PP 19/08/2021 117 Machinery maint £43.69 

POSTOFFI PP 19/08/2021 118 Vehicle Tax £275.00 

WPSINSUR PP 19/08/2021 119 Insurance £21.74 

STARSIGN PP 19/08/2021 120 Cemetery signage £117.60 

TRAVIS PP 19/08/2021 121 Cemetery Maint £32.04 

SALARY1 PP 19/08/2021 DD Salary £3,148.63 

SALARY2 PP 19/08/2021 DD Salary £1,781.06 

SALARY3 PP 19/08/2021 DD Salary £993.67 

SALARY4 PP 19/08/2021 DD Salary £1,006.78 

SALARY6 PP 19/08/2021 DD Salary £1,199.76 

SALARY7 PP 19/08/2021 DD Salary £808.59 

Spolied cheque 
 

122 
  

WCC PP 19/08/2021 123 Superannuation £2,177.17 

DOBBINS PP 19/08/2021 124 Civic expenses £28.00 

BUDGETSK PP 19/08/2021 125 Skip hire £255.00 

HMRC PP 19/08/2021 126 Tax and NIC £2,601.97     
TOTAL £27,045.94 

 
SEPTEMBER CHEQUE PAYMENT LIST 

02/09/2021 WYCHAVON 17365 PP 127 Town Hall Rates 655.00 

02/09/2021 WYCHAVON 17366 PP 128 Library Rates 2196.00 

02/09/2021 WYCHAVON 17367 PP 129 Cemetery Rates 91.00 

02/09/2021 MILLLANE 17368 PP 130 Floral Displays 9872.41 

02/09/2021 SLCC 17369 PP 131 Subscription 431.00 

02/09/2021 SIEMENS 17370 PP 132 Copier Lease 198.00 

02/09/2021 CENTRAL 17371 PP 133 Vehicle expenses 94.45 

02/09/2021 AREA9SEC 17372 PP 134 Locking up 653.50 
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02/09/2021 CPC 17373 PP 135 Refuse sacks 130.08 

02/09/2021 SALARY1 17374 PP DD Salary 3148.63 

02/09/2021 SALARY2 17375 PP DD Salary 1781.06 

02/09/2021 SALARY3 17376 PP DD Salary 989.91 

02/09/2021 SALARY4 17377 PP DD Salary 1006.78 

02/09/2021 SALARY6 17378 PP DD Salary 1199.96 

02/09/2021 SALARY7 17379 PP DD Salary 808.59 

02/09/2021 HMRC 17380 PP 136 Tax and NIC 2599.70 

02/09/2021 WCC 17381 PP 137 Pension 2175.60 

02/09/2021 WLBROWN 17382 PP 138 Cemetery expenses 14.11 

02/09/2021 NALC 17383 PP 139 Advertisement 120.00 

02/09/2021 STANNAH 17384 PP 140 Library lift service 71.70 

02/09/2021 SLCC 17385 PP 141 Advertisement 360.00        

     
TOTAL 28597.48 

       

 
e. Members noted the validation of bank reconciliations by Cllr Smith. 
 
f. It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the sum of 

£660 held in reserves for public transport, be transferred to the Vale Public Transport Group. 
  
624.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that Procurement Policy 
and Risk Management Policy be adopted. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that allotment rents be 
increased to £30 for a full plot and £18 for a half plot with effect from April 2023 with 12 months notice 
being given to tenants in April 2022 
 
Members noted grants awarded of £150 to PODS and £500 to the Volunteer Centre and that thank you 
letters had bee received from both organisations. 
 
625 Management Group 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that the proposed 
Terms of Reference for the group be approved. 
 
b. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the decision 
to readvertise the post of Town Clerk be ratified. 
 
626.  Pershore Library 
 
a. Cllr Parsons asked members to consider the lighting in the Library with a view to possibly 
changing the internal lights to LEDs. It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Hemming 
and RESOLVED that the Clerk arrange for such a review and report to the October Council meeting. 
 
b. Members noted the concerns of a local residents at the number of times he was disturbed by 
the Library intruder alarm sounding, often at unsocial hours. The Clerk had obtained the cost of having 
the alarm externally monitored however she was unable to confirm to members how often this nuisance 
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was occurring. It was agreed the Clerk interrogate the alarm panel and bring the data to the October 
meeting for further discussion. 
 
c. Members noted the report of the West Mercia Design out Crime Officer and agreed to monitor 
the current issue with vandalism at the Library and implement some of these suggestions should the 
problem continue. 
 
627.  Allotments 
 
a. Members noted the results of the recent survey of allotment tenants. It was agreed this be 
considered in confidential session.  
 
b. Cllr Parsons updated members on the proposed works to the flood defences which would start 
on 25th October and last for approximately 12 weeks. He had asked that the track be widened as part 
of the works to ensure emergency vehicles were able to access the site. 
 
628.  Avon Meadows Car Park 
 
Members noted the Clerk’s report on the trial of locking the car park at 8.00pm which would appear to 
have reduced the amount of litter and misuse of the area. It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded 
by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the barrier continue to be locked at 8.00pm until the end of October 
at which time the car park be permanently locker for the winter period – reopening for Easter provided 
the improvement works had been completed. 
 
629. Town Hall 
 
Members noted the Clerk’s report on the Loop and Conference system. At the request of the Clerk it 
was agreed the proposed contractor meet with her and Cllrs Parsons, Brookbank, Lavelle and Smith 
to ensure they are satisfied with the way it is to work prior to making a firm recommendation to Council 
at the October meeting as to how to proceed. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked that a flickering outside light be repaired. 
 
630.  Electricity and Gas Suppliers 
 
Members noted the report which outlined the price increase of both gas and electricity over the coming 
months, along with more increases anticipated. It was proposed by Cllr Palfrey, seconded by Cllr Smith 
and RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to obtain the best deal possible provided the electricity 
supplier still provided green electricity. 
 
631.  New Homes Bonus 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that a bid for £55,000 be 
submitted for New Homes Bonus for Riverside enhancements and £135,000 towards  enhancements 
to Broad Street. 
 
632.  South Worcestershire Development Plan 
 
Members noted the explanation of the recent SWDP Newsletter which they accepted. 
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633.  West Mercia Police  
 
a. Members considered whether or not to enter into the new Charter as proposed by the police 
and it was agreed to do so with their first three priorities being Vandalism, Speeding and Drugs. The 
issue of police response times to be a future charter priority. 
 
b. Members noted the report of the Clerk’s recent meeting with Chief Inspector Loxley Clark. 
 
634.  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
Members agreed to take part in the light a beacon for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee as they had for 
previous celebrations and the Clerk will liaise with the various land owners for this to take place on 2nd  
June 2022. 
 
635.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
There were none 
 
636.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of August. 
 
b. The newsletters of the CPRE, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and Cotswold Line Promotion 
Group were available at the Town Hall for members information on request. 
 
c. The Clerk reminded of the Town Council meeting with Cllr Tony Rowley on Monday 6th 
September at 9.30am at the Town Hall to hear more details of the Worcestershire Minerals Plan 
 
d. The Clerk advised that a representative from Barclays Wealth would attend a Zoom meeting of 
the Finance and Property Committee on Monday 27th September at 10.30am.  
 
e. The Clerk advised that the Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Pershore Abbey would 
be held at 12 noon on Sunday 12th September (with the Friends service at 10.30am) and members of 
the Council (as corporate members of the Friends) were invited. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that the Wychavon Parish Games had been cancelled. 
            
637.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Twenty Minute towns  (MCP) 
 
c. Library Murals (CT) 
 
d. The Children’s Society CLIMB project – October meeting 
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Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Winfield,  
seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public 
and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 24, Allotments, 25, Pershore Library and 26, Staffing. 
 
638.  Allotments 
 
a. Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED 
that the permission to light bonfires in accordance with the code be given from 1st November 2021 to 
31st March 2022 with the ban restarting from 1st April 2022. 
 
b. The Clerk advised members of an issue relating to the Nogains track over the bund. 
 
639.  Pershore Library 
 
Members considered the response to the further letter sent by the Clerk to the alleged perpetrator as 
agreed at the July meeting together with the Clerk’s report following her meeting with the police. 
Following debate, it was agreed that no further action be taken. 
 
640.  Staffing issues. 
 
a. Members noted the Deputy Clerk’s recent qualification and it was proposed by Cllr Wood, 
seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that she be awarded a further increment on the salary scale 
taking her to SCP…… 
 
b. Members considered the recommendation from the Cemetery Committee regarding the grounds 
staff and it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the working 
hours of the Assistant Groundsman be increased to enable additional mowing to be undertaken 
provided the necessary measures were put in place to ensure staff safety. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.55 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 


