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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

21st October 2021 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr J Palfrey (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher  
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
     
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

A representative from the group CLIMB attended to explain how they worked with young people to 

steer them away from crime and provide opportunities for them. 

 

646.  Apologies 

Cllr Parsons’ apologies were accepted as he was unwell. 
 
647.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr Chapman Pincher declared a disclosable interest in agenda item 7c regarding a proposal for no 

waiting on the footway in an area of Church Walk. 

 

648. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Palfrey announced his charity quiz and that there were limited tickets available which could be 

obtained from the Town Hall. 

649.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk asked members to confirm, or otherwise, their attendance at the Remembrance Service on 
14th November. 

 
650.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the 
minutes of the meeting held 2nd September 2021 be signed as a true and accurate 
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record of the proceedings with the addition of reference to the ratification of the Management Group 
decision to readvertise the position of Town Clerk. Following the meeting it was noted that this had 
been minuted – item 625b. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held 7th October 2021 be signed and a true and accurate 
record of the proceedings. 
 
651.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the works to Princess Diana’s Garden had still not been able to be 
completed and the Clerk continues to liaise with the contractor in this regard. The Clerk confirmed that 
as the tarmac cannot be walked on the gardens would need to remain closed. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map was awaited. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that further quotations for the works to the area at the bottom of Station Road 
were awaited. In addition, the County Council had advised that the works may not be appropriate in 
view of the planned Highways works that would take place under the Local Transport Plan 4 although 
the timescale of these works was awaited. Cllr Boatright agreed to investigate this. 
 
d. The Deputy Clerk was continuing to investigate various social media platforms and ways of 
using them safely. A report would be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that a response to the consultation on the Minerals Local Plan as agreed at 
the meeting on 7th October had been submitted. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that she would be presenting the bid for New Homes Bonus to the Localism 
Panel on 1st November. 
 
g. The Clerk advised that she had reported the issue of the Hardings Court scaffolding to the 
County Council who had advised that they had a licence, and the scaffolding would be reinspected on 
the 29th October when the concerns would be considered by the inspector. 
 
h. The Clerk had written to Cllr Amos regarding members concerns over the way changes were 
made to the Village Hopper timetables but no response had yet been received. 
 
i. The Clerk advised that the street trader licence request went forward to a hearing and the District 
Council had approved the request. 
 
652.  County Council Services 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she had met with the Library service who had advised that whilst open 
libraries were to be piloted in two towns there were no plans for Pershore to be one of them. Further 
discussions would take place regarding Pershore library in due course. 
 
b. Members considered the consultation on the changes to the three-tier school system in 
Pershore. Following debate, it was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED 
with 5 abstentions that the Town Council respond that they support option 1 on the consultation, 
allowing for a gradual move from three tier to two tier to minimise disruption to students. 
 
c. Members considered the County Council proposals to impose a “no waiting at any 
time on the footway” in an area of Church Walk. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded 
by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED with 6 abstentions that the Town Council support this 
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proposal and that the County Council be asked to consider relocating the limited parking sign to the 
edge of the footway to make the area for limited parking more obvious. 
 
d. Members considered the proposal to create a disabled parking bay for a resident outside 53 
Avon Road. Following debate, it was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED 
that this proposal be supported. 
 
Cllr Boatright reported as follows:- 
 
The web camera at the Walcot Ford was now up and running although unfortunately this had already 
suffered some vandalism by someone with a pole pushing it away from the focal point of the Ford. 
Highways had reset it but it had been moved again that day. Cllr Boatright had been asked to 
mention this at parish meetings and stress the importance of road safety and the use of the camera 
in this location. He asked members to advise him if they discovered the culprit. 
 
There was to be a road closure of Wyre Road from 25th – 29th October with diversions in place. It was 
anticipated the bypass itself would be completed in Spring 2022 and the County Council were very 
confidents of this timeline. 
 
Issues relating to hedgerows and pavements around the town had now been addressed by Highways 
and were on the works list. Cllr Boatright thanked the Liaison officer for looking into this who also sent 
his apologies to Cllr Parsons and the Town Clerk for his slow response to these issues which had 
been due to staffing problems. 
 
Cllr Boatright advised members that the County Council had asked for County Councillors views on 
how the community could assist with speed enforcement and he would report to the next meeting of 
the Town Council. 
 
f. Cllr Palfrey advised that a large number of streetlights in Station Road were not working and 
he would be passing the details to the Clerk so that they could be reported. 
  
653.  District Council Services 
 
a. Members noted the workshop on Housing Needs Surveys and the request for them to book 
themselves onto this should they wish to attend. 
 
b. Members noted the report on the District Council Good Neighbour network initiative. 
 
c. Members considered the changes the District Council were proposing for the Diamond Jubilee 
Community Recognition award which would now be amalgamated with other awards to create a 
Community Recognition award. It was agreed the £150 already paid for the original award could be 
transferred to the new award together with a comment that consideration be given to asking the two 
larger towns to pay a larger amount in view of their considerably higher population. 
 
d. Cllr Tucker reported that the footway link from Hurst Park cottages to the Taylor Wimpey estate 
was to be completed and the developer had also been required to remove the unlawful bund along the 
edge of the development. Cllr Wood asked whether the special grasses were to be replanted in 
accordance with the planning condition and Cllr Tucker agreed to ascertain this. 
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654.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of September be approved. 
 
b. Members noted the report on the water leak at the allotments. The Clerk advised that it was 

hoped that once this had been located Severn Trent would be able to confirm the leak and a 
report would be sent to Water Plus so that consideration of a reduction in the bill could be given. 
A further report would be brought to the next meeting. 

 
c. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 21st of October 2021. 
 
d. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the 

continuation payment list for the month of September, as below, be accepted.  
 

17401 COUNTRYW PP 16/09/2021 142 Cemetery mowing £960.00 

17402 LIMEBRID PP 16/09/2021 143 Grounds mowing £936.00 

17403 PAPERSTA PP 16/09/2021 144 Stationery £128.48 

17404 BARCLAYC PP 16/09/2021 145 Vehicle exp/tablet.job 
advert/stationery/ LEI Reg 

£646.36 

17405 HARTTIMB PP 16/09/2021 146 Avon Meadows fence repair £85.99 

17406 VPTG PP 16/09/2021 147 Vale Publicd Transport Group £660.00 

17407 COX'S PP 16/09/2021 148 Fuel £90.65 

17424 MERIND PP 16/09/2021 149 Intruder alarm mainht (Town Hall) £178.80 

17425 EXECCLEA PP 16/09/2021 150 Cleaning £767.06 

17426 TOTAL PP 16/09/2021 151 Library Gas £121.85 

17427 GEMFARM PP 16/09/2021 152 Holloway and field mowing £900.00 

17428 BOWCOTT PP 16/09/2021 153 Allotment refund £25.00 

17429 TRAVIS PP 16/09/2021 154 Cemetery maint £4.00 

17430 BHGS PP 16/09/2021 155 Tools £24.90 

17431 WHATLEY PP 16/09/2021 156 Legal fees £1,370.00 

17435 WYCHAVON PP 16/09/2021 157 Trade waste £349.47 

17436 FIXFIRE PP 16/09/2021 158 Town Hall fire alarm £219.36 

17437 PARSONS PP 16/09/2021 159 Mileage £8.10        

      
£7,476.02 

 
It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the payment list for 
October, as below, be accepted. 
 

17596 WYCHAVON PP 18/10/2021 162 Rates 655.00 

17597 WYCHAVON PP 21/10/2021 163 Rates 2196.00 

17598 WYCHAVON PP 21/10/2021 164 Rates 91.00 

17599 BMHIMPOR PP 21/10/2021 165 Benches 760.00 

17600 DOLPHINT PP 21/10/2021 166 Copying 257.94 

17601 BUDGETSK PP 21/10/2021 167 Skip hire 255.00 

17602 TRAVIS PP 21/10/2021 168 Concrete 22.24 
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17603 WAVELEY PP 21/10/2021 169 Library alarm service 528.00 

17604 AREA9SEC PP 21/10/2021 170 Locking up 605.32 

17605 COUNTRYW PP 21/10/2021 171 Cemetery mowing 960.00 

17606 LIMEBRID PP 21/10/2021 172 Mowing contract 1404.00 

17607 EXECCLEA PP 21/10/2021 173 Cleaning 820.02 

17608 COX'S PP 21/10/2021 174 Fuel 19.99 

17609 DOBBINS PP 21/10/2021 175 Recruitment 58.00 

17610 PHSGROUP PP 21/10/2021 176 Sanitary disposal 460.08 

17611 WLBROWN PP 21/10/2021 177 Library Maint 4.99 

17612 POSTOFFI PP 21/10/2021 178 Postages 43.40 

17614 PETTYCAS PP 21/10/2021 179 Petty cash 28.26 

17615 PAPERSTA PP 21/10/2021 180 Stationery 61.09 

17616 PERSHWEL PP 21/10/2021 181 Grant 432.00 

17617 EVESHMEC PP 21/10/2021 182 Cemetery electrical test 675.00 

17618 GOUGH PP 21/10/2021 183 Allotment rent refund 14.58 

17619 ROBDOBS PP 21/10/2021 184 Window cleaning 714.00 

17620 WATERPLU PP 21/10/2021 185 Library Water 117.23 

17621 WALC PP 21/10/2021 186 Training 24.00 

17622 SALARY1 PP 21/10/2021 DD Salary 3148.64 

17623 SALARY2 PP 21/10/2021 DD Salary 1898.43 

17624 SALARY3 PP 21/10/2021 DD Salary 997.92 

17625 SALARY4 PP 21/10/2021 DD Salary 1006.78 

17626 SALARY6 PP 21/10/2021 DD Salary 1199.76 

17627 SALARY7 PP 21/10/2021 DD Salary 777.27 

17533 PALFREY PP 21/10/2021 DD Mayor's Allwce 400.00 

17628 HMRC PP 21/10/2021 187 Tax and NIC 2810.43 

17629 WCC PP 21/10/2021 188 Pension 2236.44 

17630 BARCLAYC PP 21/10/2021 189 PC Monitor 110.52 

17631 WHITE&GIL PP 21/10/2021 190 Quinquennial 750.00 

17632 DOLPHINT PP 21/10/2021 191 Photocopying 147.17      
TOTAL 26690.50 

 
655.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the recommendations 
outlined below be ratified. 
 

1. That existing investment strategy be adopted for a further 12 months with no amendments 

2. That the signatories on the Barclays Wealth account be amended with the removal of ex Cllrs 

J Grantham dec’d, Merry and Rowley and the addition of Cllrs Chapman Pincher, Gillmor and 

Wood 

3. That hire fees for the Town Hall, Library and King George’s field remain unchanged for a 

further year with the amendment for the Town Hall and Library of a minimum of a 2-hour 

booking in line with other halls in the area. This to take effect from April 2022. 

4. That the grounds maintenance and floral displays contracts be awarded to the current 

contractors with the Clerk discussing possible savings with both firms in advance 

of this meeting. 

5. That the cemetery budget as proposed by the Cemetery Committee be agreed. 
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Members noted that the Committee had awarded a grant of £432 to the Wellbeing Hub to cover room 
hire costs. 
 
656.  Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the 
recommendations as outlined below be ratified. 
 

1.  That point 10. on the Environmental Policy be amended to “Promote more environmentally 

friendly transportation solutions.” And point 11. be amended to “Work with other agencies, including 
our suppliers and contractors to further the ends identified above.”  
2.  That the following targets accompany the revised Environmental Policy: 
 
a. Review targets as set by the Climate Emergency and Biodiversity groups and suggest further 
potential targets and timescales. 
b. Ensure that the Town Hall only use recycled paper and card and recycle all possible material. 
c. Monitor possible pollutants to water, land and air within council operations and produce a plan for 
reductions. 
d. Reduce energy usage by the library by using low energy lights, Solar PV (once there has been 
enhancements in security measures) and review the time settings of its daily gas usage. 
e. Monitor water usage in the Town Hall and Library 
f. Work towards measuring electricity usage in the Town Hall and set targets for reduction in its day-
to-day operations. 
 
Procedure for Dealing with Hazardous Waste 
That “Needles and Syringes” be amended to “Needles, Syringes and other Drug Paraphernalia” and 
to include the addition of “Broken Glass and other Damaged Items – Handle with suitable care and 
attention.”  
 
657.  Items from the Twinning and Tourism Committee 
 
The Clerk updated members on arrangements for the Christmas Light switch on as agreed by the 
Twinning and Tourism Committee. Members noted the donation of the tree by the owner of Abbey 
Butchers and expressed their thanks. 
 
658.  Pershore Library 
 
a. Members noted that as the upstairs rooms at the Library were currently not used, the issue of 
the coffee machine be deferred. 
 
b. Members noted a report on the Library lighting would be brought to the November meeting. 
 
c. Cllr Tucker asked for members consideration of changing one of the murals on the wall of the 
Library. It was agreed the Clerk explore possibilities with a local artist and bring a report to the next 
meeting. One possible theme to be love and friendship. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that she had investigated the problem of the intruder alarm but it did not 
appear to have been activated for some time. It was agreed initially that this be monitored and 
redebated should it become an obvious issue. 
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659.  Twenty Minute Towns 
 
Members discussed how to re-launch the Twenty Minute Town initiative for Pershore in the run up to 
the Christmas season. It was agreed the Clerk speak to Wychavon D C to see how they could assist 
to include a marketing campaign, possible leaflet drop, repeat of the promotional videos taken along 
with an advertisement in the Evesham Journal and article in the Council newsletter. The Clerk will liaise 
with the District Council and keep members informed as things progress. 
 
660.  West Mercia Police 
 
a. It was agreed members respond individually to the Police and Crime Commissioner’s public 
consultation. 
 
b. Members noted the statistics regarding speeding in various locations in the town. Cllr Boatright 
advised that he had ascertained that speed checks were only undertaken in daylight hours whereas he 
felt the main issue was at night. Various aspects of speeding were discussed and Cllr Boatright will 
report to the November meeting. 
 
661.  Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
Members considered the “Queen’s Green Canopy” initiative. It was agreed the Clerk publicise the 
availability of trees for residents to plant in their own gardens as well as contacting the officer in charge 
of Avon Meadows to see whether there were any opportunities on south meadow. 
 
662.  Complaints procedure 
 
Members considered the procedure and noted a few anomalies. It was agreed the Clerk obtain the 
NALC model and bring the item to the November meeting. 
 
663.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Gillmor advised that he had been unable to attend the last CALC meeting but would report to the 
November Council following their AGM 
 
The Football Club had sent a written report advising that:-  
 

• New floodlights were expected to be finished by the end of October. Although additional 
electrical works had increased the costs by circa £8500.00. 

• The youth section had flourished, especially with ‘Mini Kickers’ side. Unfortunately, they had 
no means of any Astro Turf to train them on, which was not ideal in the winter. This was a 
problem that could be addressed in the future once they were in a better financial position to 
do something about it. 

• Results for the Youth section were good, and the First Team were beginning to put a string of 
wins together as well. 

• Financially the club was doing ok, mainly due to being open when others were closed. They 
had a good turnover of ‘Functions’ which helped. The First Team had been playing away due 
to the installation of the floodlights, so income had been down on Saturday afternoons. 

• They expect an upturn in turnover in the next few months as they had Jazz and 3 skittle teams 
coming. 

• They were looking to do up the ladies’ toilets in the function room before the end 
of the year if all went well. 
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664.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of August. 
 
b. Members noted the notes of the last meeting of the Town Forum which included an update on 
the Wellbeing Hub. 

 
c. The Clerk advised that the side entrance to the Town Hall had now been resurfaced as part of 
the snagging and the Clerk had asked for the middle outside light to be replaced as it appeared to be 
faulty. Additionally, on a recent visit by the window cleaner it was apparent that three of the new 
windows had failed. The Clerk had advised the contractor and their response was awaited. 
 
665.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
c. Town Hall audio/visual system (Cllr Brookbank updated members on progress with this) 
 
d. Buses obstructing traffic when waiting in Broad Street (DA) 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Wood, 
seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public 
and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the  
business to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 21 Recognition of a local individual, 22, Staffing, 23 
Management Group and 24 Items for information. 
 
666.  Recognition of a local individual 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that a certificate of 
appreciation be presented to a local individual thanking them for their work for the town for many years. 
 
667.  Staffing 
 
a. It was agreed to pay a member of staff £68 for their eye test and a contribution towards 
spectacles 
 
b. Cllr Palfrey read a statement concerning the work of the Management Group and distributed a 
report on the current progress with the recruitment of a new Town Clerk. 
 
668.  Management Group 
 
Cllr Chapman Pincher proposed a motion relating to the Management Group which was not seconded 
and therefore fell. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22:10 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 


