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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

16th December 2021 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.00pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr J Palfrey (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher  
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were none 

 

694.  Apologies 

Cllr Tucker’s apologies were accepted as he was unwell and Cllrs Smith and Turier as they were away. 
 
695.  Declarations of Interest 

 

There were none 

 

696. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Palfrey announced that his charity coffee morning had raised £380 with some donations being 

gift aided which would increase the final total. Additionally he had attended the Worcester Male Voice 

Choir concert the same evening and their bucket collection had been for his charity and had raised a 

further £500. 

697.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
In view of the rapidly rising cases of Covid, members concerns expressed during the day and advice 
from CALC the Clerk advised that as a temporary measure informal Zoom meetings would be held a 
few days before formal meetings for discussion on each agenda item so that the minimum number of 
councillors could attend meetings in person to pass necessary resolutions. This to be reviewed at 
each full Council meeting in the light of Government advice.  
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698.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 18th November 2021 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. It was 
proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 30th November 2021 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  
 
699.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the works to Princess Diana’s Garden had still not been able to be 
completed and she continues to liaise with the contractor in this regard.  
 
b. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map was awaited. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that following discussions between the District Council and County Council 
agreement had been reached for the works to the bottom of Station Road to proceed and a contractor 
had been appointed. A start date was awaited. 
 
d. The Deputy Clerk continued to investigate various social media platforms and ways of using 
them safely. A report would be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that she had written to both the District Council and County Council 
concerning the scaffolding at Hardings Court. The District Council had advised that the matter with the 
building was complex. A response had been received from the County Council that day advising that 
having spoken to the scaffolding company no changes could be made to enable the footway to be 
opened. Cllr Parsons asked for a response to be sent asking why such changes could not be made 
and also ask for the current bollards to be moved to enable pedestrians to walk safely in the road. Cllr 
Boatright advised that he was also speaking to officers about this and asked that the Clerk copy him in 
to her response. 
 
f. The Clerk had written to Cllr Amos regarding members concerns over the way changes were 
made to the Village Hopper timetables but no response had yet been received. 
 
g. The Clerk advised that the new phone system and Council Chamber wifi had been installed. 
 
h. The Clerk advised that the Lime tree at the corner of Broad Street was to be pollarded as 
requested. 
 
i. The Clerk had forward Cllr Chapman Pincher’s contact details to the officer responsible for the 
Youth Network and they would contact him direct in due course. 
 
j. The Clerk advised that the Environment Agency had agreed that their contractors include the 
isolation of one trough to stop the leak as part of their works and it was anticipated this would be 
undertaken before the end of February. The relocation of the next trough in the line would need to be 
considered in due course by the Amenities and Environment Committee. 
 
k. The Clerk advised that Barclays Wealth had now advised that the traditional method of proving 
identity could be used for their mandate rather than the detailed personal information previously 
requested. The Clerk had contacted Barclays Bank and confirmed that the signatories for the bank 
account were the same as proposed for Barclays Wealth and had asked whether this information could 
be used without any further evidence. A response is awaited. 
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700.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright reported as follows:- 
 
Head Street/Newlands scaffolding 
I've had a number of conversations about the situation and the builders are keen to get it completed. 
The delays have been caused by the conservation needs and work has been ongoing. They hope to 
be completed by the summer of 2022. The dangers of the road have been recognised. Awaiting 
update on what can be done.  
 
Footpath on Wyre Road: 
The footpath connecting the new Taylor Wimpey estate has been completed and meets the 
requirements set out in the planning application. The drainage is currently being monitored.  
 
Choules Close:  
I have requested an update today (7th December) and will keep requesting on a weekly basis until 
someone gives me information. If I have not heard anything by January I will start knocking on doors 
in county hall until I find the right person! 
 
Driving and speeding issues: 
I had a meeting with Sgt Geraint Perkins about the issues we have in town. He has stressed that the 
police are readily available to talk and they will publicise phone numbers and emails for the 
neighbourhood team in the coming weeks. If we would like to publicise these details as well, they 
would be very thankful. Patrols of the neighbourhood team occur between 7am and 10pm and vary 
throughout the week to ensure that coverage is met. Each team also undertakes a few hours of 
random speed checking in the town and surrounds each week (on top of the police van).  
Complaints about poor parking (especially next to junctions and on driveways) needs to be reported 
to the police, as does reckless driving. There is a habit of people saying 'nothing gets done when it is 
reported' but the person who reports the issue is not able to be given the exact details of police 
enforcement under the law (so if a police notice is sent you are not contacted to be told that 
happened). The key message is we need to encourage people to report crimes. If the answer is 'but 
nothing gets done' then we stay in the cycle. If crime reports go up, and police do nothing then their 
figures suffer so this will get flagged and something will have to get done. The same also goes for 
drug use and antisocial behaviour. 
Cllr Boatright reiterated the importance of reporting incidents. 
 
Cllr Lavelle asked why those reporting incidents could not be given more details by the police as to 
how they had been dealt with. Cllr Boatright advised that all the information that it was possible to 
divulge could be found on the police UK website but this was a time consuming task and could take 
officers away from other duties. 
 
Road Closures: 
A number of road closures have been sought by utility companies then been delayed or even 
cancelled i.e. Defford Road this week. I have asked the council to send out an update of 
cancellations as this has become frustrating for myself and residents when we are not informed. Cllr 
Boatright advised that he was particularly concerned that Severn Trent did not give sufficient 
information about their works. 
 
Illegal encampment in the summer 
Cllr Boatright advised that the second encampment should have been moved on 24 hours earlier. 
The police had been ready to do so but the District Council allowed them to remain on the site for a 
further 24 hours – he hoped they would work together better should it occur in the future. 
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b. Cllr Annis asked that his agenda item on bus parking be deferred to a future meeting. 
 
c. Cllr Palfrey stated that he was pleased to see a number of the street lights in Station Road 
were now working. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked that the Clerk report the new barriers outside the White Horse which also made 
no provision for pedestrians. Cllr Boatright advised that this may be a planning issue and the Clerk 
should speak to the District Council in the first instance. 
  
701.  District Council Services 
 
There was nothing to report 
 
702.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of November be approved. 
 
b. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 16th December 2021. 
 
c. Members considered whether to award the floral display contract for one or three years. It was 

proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the contract be 
awarded for one year. 

 
d. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the payment list 

for the month of December, as below, be accepted.  
 

Cheque Payment list December 2021 

17977 WYCHAVON PP 217 Rates £2,942.00 

17978 PAPERSTA PP 218 Stationery £49.70 

17979 PAXFIRE PP 219 Fire extinguishers £319.20 

17980 SIEMENS PP 220 Copier lease £198.00 

17989 DOLPHINT PP 221 Copying £356.50 

17990 AREA9SEC PP 222 Locking up £535.02 

17991 WLBROWN PP 223 Cemetery and Town Hall maint £40.43 

17992 EXECCLEA PP 224 Cleaning £950.94 

18002 COX'S PP 225 Fuel £83.60 

18014 COMMHEAR PP 226 Defibrillator spares £16.80 

18015 OGL PP 227 Software licence (virus check) £432.00 

18016 BRAIN PP 228 Christmas Light switch on £24.00 

18017 MILLLANE PP 229 Floral displays £16,087.76 

18018 REDLINE PP 230 New phone system £994.80 

18019 SWLIFEG PP 231 Christmas Light switch on (first aid) £50.00 

18020 STANNAH PP 232 Library lift maintenance £71.70 

18021 BARCLAYC PP 233 Town Hall and Library maint £106.86 

18022 DOBBINS PP 234 Christmas lights and trees £104.40 

18096 SALARY1 PP DD Salary £3,148.63 

18097 SALARY2 PP DD Salary £1,819.72 

18098 SALARY3 PP DD Salary £1,030.95 
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18099 SALARY4 PP DD Salary £1,006.78 

18100 SALARY6 PP DD Salary £1,199.76 

18101 SALARY7 PP DD Salary £847.39 

18102 PALFREY PP DD Mayor's allowance £600.00 

18103 HMRC PP 235 Tax and NIC £2,565.09 

18105 WCC PP 236 Pension £2,229.09 

18109 DORWINGE PP 237 Library auto door maint £133.20 

18110 WYCHAVON PP 238 Trade waste £254.93 

18111 PARSONS PP 239 Mileage £8.10 

      

    TOTAL £38,207.35 

 
703.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
a. It was agreed to defer the decision regarding the increase in the costs of floral displays to a 
future meeting. 
 
b. Members noted that the Committee intended to meet on 13th January to consider the budget 
for 2022/23 
 
704.  Items from the Cemetery Committee 
 
Members noted the current Environment Agency consultation and the impact on burials grounds of its 
proposals. The Clerk advised that she had responded on behalf of the Cemetery Committee outlining 
their and other burial authority concerns as had NALC and the ICCM. Harriett Baldwin was also 
looking into the matter. 
 
705.  Field off Defford Road 
 
Members considered the possibility of creating the grasscrete and cycle rack area which formed part 
of the 2019 planning application. This would provide cycle parking at the cemetery car park and also 
make a start to the planning approval. The Clerk advised that an application would need to be made to 
the District Council to vary some of the conditions on the approval and this would take some 8 weeks. 
It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the application to vary 
the conditions be submitted and the costs of the works be brought to the next meeting. 
 
706.  King George’s Field 
 
Members considered the request from Circus Ginnett to have their first day of performance free of 
charge to enable them to donate their profits from this event to charity. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, 
seconded by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED that this be agreed and the Clerk ascertain which charity 
was to benefit. If that had been undecided, to suggest the possibility of the Mayor’s Charity. 
 
707.  Riverside Enhancements 
 
Members noted the report and that progress was being made. 
 
 
 
708.  Parking on grass verges 
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Cllr Annis asked for this item to be deferred. 
 
709.  Pershore Library 
 
This item was deferred as there was no further information available 
 
710.  Town Hall 
 
a. Members noted the continuing snagging works at the Town Hall were being slowly completed. 
 
b. Members considered the installation of the conference and loop system the cost of which was 
more than in the budget for these works. It was agreed the Clerk submit an application for just under 
£10,000 from the National Lottery towards the costs and bring a further report to Council once their 
decision was reached. 
 
711.  West Mercia Police 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the priority 
items listed in the police Community Charter of Vandalism, Speeding and Drugs remain the same for 
a further quarter. This would be reviewed again in a further three months. 
 
b. Members agreed they would respond to the Police and Crime Commissioner’s budget 
consultation individually. 
 
712.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Gillmor reported on the latest meeting of the County Association of Local Councils as follows:- 
 
CALC shortly to offer HR training & template policies 
Several changes of clerks and difficulty in recruitment with increased pay having to be offered 
 
Guest speaker – Simon Wilkes, head of Worcestershire Regulatory Services 
Formerly 154 FTE staff, reduced to 120, then 80, now 67. Have moved several times, now hosted by 
Wyre Forest DC. Functions: 

• Community Environmental Health 

• Technical Services 

• Licensing & Support Services 

• Trading Standards and Animal Health staffed by County Council 

• Environmental Health covers food hygiene; health & safety at work; nuisances (noise, odours 

etc.); public (pauper) burials where there are no next of kin; infectious diseases inc. Covid-19; 

water & drainage (but only private supplies or sewers). 

• Technical Services: Environmental permits (inc. water pollution); planning consultation; 

contaminated land; air quality; dog wardens; duty officers – public’s first point of contact. 

• Licensing: Taxis; alcohol sales; gambling; zoos; pet shops; street trading; lotteries etc. 

• Trading Standards: weights & measures; food standards; product safety 

• Income Generation: work handled for other councils, MOD, hospitals. 

• Questions: light pollution; bonfires (needs to be persistent to be a nuisance) 

713.  Items for information 
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a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of December. Cllr 
Chapman Pincher asked for the information to be advised slightly differently and he agreed to email 
his suggestion to the Town Clerk. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that Persimmon had finalised the arrangements for the new allotment site 
on the latest phase of their development and had confirmed that the freehold of the land will be 
passed to the Town Council in due course. 
 
c. The newsletters of the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, CPRE and Cotswold Line Promotion 
Group were available in the members room on request. 
 
d. The last few donated trees (four Hornbeam and one Oak) for the Holloway Land had now 
been planted. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that the District Council had jointly commissioned and funded, with the 
County Council and Great Western Railway, a firm to design the new footbridge over the railway to 
facilitate the building of a new railway station car park 
 
714.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Winfield, 
seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public 
and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 22 Staffing, 23 Local Green Space and 24 Items for 
information. 
 
714.  Staffing 
 
Members noted the report from the Management Group and that no further debate was possible at this 
time. A meeting would be arranged in due course. 
 
715.  Local Green Space 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Chapman Pincher and RESOLVED that this item 
be deferred to the next meeting when it would be considered in open session. 
 
716.  Item for information 
 
The Clerk advised members of a recent incident which she had reported. 
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:20 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 


