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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

17th February 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr J Palfrey (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were none 

 

745.  Apologies 

Cllr Brookbank’s and Cllr Turier’s apologies were accepted as they were away and Cllr Gillmor’s as he 
was unwell. 
 
745.  Declarations of Interest 

 

There were none 

 

747. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Palfrey advised members of a fundraising skittles evening on 11th March with tickets £10 each 

and he hoped members may feel able to support this.; The Civic Service would be on 3rd April at 

3.00pm and invitations would be distributed shortly. 

748.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk advised members of a request from the Well Being Hub to use Avon Meadows Car Park 
for a fundraising car boot sale. Members had no objection to this. 

 
749.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 20th January 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  
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750.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map was still awaited. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that a start date for the works to the bottom of Station Road was still awaited 
and the Clerk would chase the District Council in this regard. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that Deputy Clerk continued to investigate various social media platforms and 
ways of using them safely. A report would be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
d. It was noted that the parking of vehicles on grass verges would be considered by the Amenities 
and Environment Committee. 
 
751.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright had submitted a written report as follows:- 
 
Highways: Station Road is closed next week with electricity being laid for the new development. All 
details for highways closures and disruptions can be found 
here: https://one.network/uk/worcestershire 
 
Schools update: the consultation on the change from three tier to two tier has been completed. The 
process has now been delayed as the council needs to negotiate with the department for Education 
on how to complete this transition. It is hoped that plans will be in place before the next County 
Council cabinet meeting in March. Will update when decisions are made. Cllr Boatright explained that 
there were not currently enough school places at the High School and the proposal would be 
reconsidered by the Government and Cabinet. 
 
Council tax: plan is for it to rise by 3.94%. County council holds budget meeting today so I will be 
able to update at the meeting of any changes. 
 
Choules Close: it will cost £25k to build the pavement (based on estimates from when plans were 
drawn up). Because the funding was never extracted from the developer the funding assigned at 
county was reabsorbed and there is no funding now available. Given that the council will have voted 
through a budget today that includes £4 million for pavements can I suggest the council writes to the 
council asking for a mere £25k of this budget to install this pavement? 
 
Scaffolding: Highways have said they consider there to be no unnecessary risk at either location 
discussed. I have said we disagree. They have said they agree to disagree.  
 
Cllr Parsons noted the content of the latest letter from the County Council where it was stated that as 
the scaffolding was providing structural support it could not be made a “walk through”. Additionally, 
the County Council were trying to work with Building Control to encourage the builder to complete the 
works. The closing of the footway was acceptable because there is a footway on the opposite side of 
the road. Cllr Parsons felt this was unacceptable and that some means should be found to insist that 
the works be completed as quickly as possible. The route for school children on foot was not, in his 
opinion, safe. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk contact the Head Teacher at the Abbey Park school and ask for them to 
meet with Councillors and the press to highlight the safety concerns that the scaffolding was posing. 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fone.network%2Fuk%2Fworcestershire&data=04%7C01%7CAnn%40pershore-tc.gov.uk%7Cdd5fc6f60b9b452cca7608d9f130cd83%7C81fe03bd67ea40fda91cfc9e72727706%7C0%7C0%7C637806014170143599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=KbHTtTBSjoz0tuCfr%2BYDhAq6gEBZFJ2Zc4kuzwBjJ1U%3D&reserved=0
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b.  The Clerk advised that she had received a response via email from an officer at the County 
Council on behalf of Cllr Amos in relation to the Village Hopper bus outlining the reasons behind the 
changes and the additional improvements that had been made. Reference was also made to a bid for 
funds to finance bus improvements across Worcestershire. Cllr Boatright advised that the Government 
had reduced the total funds available, and it was anticipated that the amount granted to the County 
Council could be some 60% of that bid. 
 
c. Members considered proposals from the County Council regarding cycle signage together with 
a report from the District Council raising a number of concerns. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded 
by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that the Town Council advise the County Council that they agree with 
the concerns raised by the District Council and ask the District Council to work with the County Council 
to produce some more appropriate proposals. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that the Lime Tree on the corner of Broad Street would be pollarded the 
following week. 
  
752.  District Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Tucker advised that the District Council would be setting their budget the following week 
with a proposal for a 0% increase. The local members had supported the proposal for capital reserves 
to be used to create further wetlands for biodiversity and flood control. 
 
Grants were to be made available to those in Council tax band A – C to improve energy efficiency as 
well as working to improve the energy efficiency of the leisure centres.  
 
Cllr Boatright advised that Wychavon’s reserves now stood at £11.5m . One key aspect in Pershore is 
that it is an area of high home ownership but low pay. Whilst social housing can be clad to improve 
insultation, homeowners cannot afford to do this and he hopes that the District Council will find a way 
to assist. 
 
b. Cllr Boatright advised that enforcement had prevented Persimmon from starting work before 
8.00am. 
 
753.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of January be approved. 
 
b. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 17th February 2022 
 
c. Members noted the requirement of Barclays Wealth for a great deal of personal information 

before signatories on the account could be permitted to withdraw funds. Following Cllr Tucker 
and Cllr Smith agreeing to divulge this information, it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by 
Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that both Cllr Tucker and Cllr Smith be added to the account. 

 
d. The Clerk advised that Cllr Smith had checked the bank reconciliations to 20th January 2022 

and agreed them 
 
e. Members noted the report from the Internal Monitoring Group and accepted their report which 

raised no concerns. 
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f. Members noted the report of the Internal Auditor who had advised that he had no issues to raise 
which would affect his consideration of the Annual Return. 

 
g. It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the payment 

list for the month of February, as below, be accepted.  
 

17/02/2022 BUDGETSK PP 264 Skip hire £255.00 

17/02/2022 DOLPHINT PP 264 Photocopying £58.61 

17/02/2022 LIMEBRID PP 266 Shrubbery Maint £297.60 

17/02/2022 TRAVIS PP 267 Safety boots £54.95 

17/02/2022 ELP PP 268 Lightning Cond test £132.00 

17/02/2022 ICCM PP 269 Sub and training £257.00 

17/02/2022 PAPERSTA PP 270 Stationery £205.90 

17/02/2022 GALLAGHE PP 271 Allotment rent refund £58.74 

17/02/2022 BLUNSOM PP 272 Tree works £2,195.00 

17/02/2022 OGL PP 273 Annual support agreement £1,956.00 

17/02/2022 DOBBINS PP 274 Postage stamps £19.80 

17/02/2022 WHITE&GI PP 275 Cemetery works £1,045.00 

17/02/2022 POSTOFFI PP 276 Postage stamps £189.55 

17/02/2022 WCC PP 277 Street lighting £6,902.94 

17/02/2022 PETTYCAS PP 278 Pettycash £50.00 

17/02/2022 BMHIMPOR PP 279 Cemetery bench £369.00 

17/02/2022 EXECCLEA PP 280 Cleaning £929.78 

17/02/2022 CLEARY PP 281 Mileage for training £42.30 

17/02/2022 PALFREYM PP 282 Allotment rent refund £27.33 

17/02/2022 BARCLAYC PP 283 Training PPE and grounds £264.04 

17/02/2022 COX'S PP 284 Fuel £82.30 

17/02/2022 HANCOCKS PP 285 Allotment rent refund £5.00 

17/02/2022 ARNOLDR PP 286 Allotment rent refund £5.00 

17/02/2022 TANDYCHR PP 287 Allotment rent refund £10.00 

17/02/2022 BAKERM PP 288 Chapel Maint £40.00 

17/02/2022 LES PP 289 Annual lift servicing T Hall £411.76 

17/02/2022 SALARY1 PP DD Salary £3,148.63 

17/02/2022 SALARY2 PP DD Salary £1,819.92 

17/02/2022 SALARY3 PP DD Salary £989.91 

17/02/2022 SALARY4 PP DD Salary £1,006.78 

17/02/2022 SALARY6 PP DD Salary £1,199.76 

17/02/2022 SALARY7 PP DD Salary £812.57 

17/02/2022 HMRC PP 290 Tax and NIC £2,640.11 

17/02/2022 WCC PP 291 Pension £2,200.23 

17/02/2022 AREA9SEC PP 292 Locking up £502.10 

17/02/2022 CPC PP 293 Refuse sacks £130.08 

    TOTAL £30,314.69 

 
754.  Election of Mayor elect 
 
Cllr Winfield was nominated by Cllr Palfrey, seconded by Cllr Lavelle as Mayor elect. There being no 
further nominations, Cllr Winfield was duly elected as Mayor elect for the ensuing year. 
755.  Election of Deputy Mayor elect 
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Cllr Grantham was nominated by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Parsons as Deputy Mayor elect. 
There being no further nominations, Cllr Grantham was duly elected as Deputy Mayor elect for the 
ensuing year. 
 
756.  Items from the Finance and Property Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the following 
recommendation from the Finance and Property committee be ratified. 
 

1. That the existing policy for Investment Strategy and Control be adopted for a further year 

 
2. That the updated Risk Register be adopted 

 
3. That the existing Financial Regulations be adopted 

Members also noted one minor amendment to the Grants Policy (change to the name of the Citizens 
Advice Bureau). 
 
757.  Items from the Cemetery Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the following 
recommendation be ratified. 
 
That the Town Council purchase a “man down” device for one member of the grounds staff and the 
Cemetery Committee purchase one for the staff member working mostly in the cemetery. 
 
It was noted that both grounds staff would be attending managing conflict training in addition to the 
above. 
 
758.  Items from the Twinning and Tourism Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that the following 
recommendations be ratified:- 
 
That an Apple and Cider Festival should be considered early next year with a separate committee 
being formed to organise such an event.  
 
That the Council no longer charge for the advertising in the ‘Stay in Pershore’ brochure and on the 
website, and that both are produced with the full range of accommodation available in Pershore to 
represent the whole town. 
 
That the Christmas Light Switch on Event be moved to the last Sunday 27th November 2022 to 
enable more participation from local businesses. 
 
That Pershore Town Council encourage residents to take part in their own ‘Big Jubilee Lunch’ by 
taking picnics to Abbey Park on Sunday 5th June whilst entertainment plays in the bandstand. The 
Clerk confirmed that a local musician had been booked for this event. 
 
 
759.  Community Legacy Grants 



17.02.22 

236 
 

 
Members considered various possible projects for which to put in an expression of interest to Wychavon 
for a community legacy grant. Various suggestions were put forward and following debate it was 
proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED with one vote against that two 
expressions of interest be submitted, one to provide additional funds for enhancements to Broad Street 
and one to provide a zip wire and trim trail on Abbey Park. 
 
The Clerk will submit these to the District Council and bring a more detailed report about the next steps 
required to the next meeting. 
 
760.  Riverside Enhancements 
 
a. Members noted the Clerk’s report on progress with this project and that it was currently on time. 
The Slipway was to have been started the following Monday, but the height of the river had precluded  
this. Other works were on track with a proposed opening date of Easter Saturday.  

 
b. The Clerk advised that the works to Diana’s Garden would increase by £1,420 due to the 
increase in the cost of the resin. There were some funds in reserves which would cover the majority of 
the shortfall and it was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that the 
contractor be authorised to proceed with a view to the works being completed by Easter. 
 
761. Loop System 
 
Members considered the report on the loop system from the working group. Following debate, it was  
proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that the order be placed for 12  
wireless microphones, handheld and tie microphones, room microphone and a charger for 10 batteries  
along with the necessary acoustic panels and up to £10,000 be realized from investments to cover the  
shortfall. 
 
762.  Town Forum 
 
Cllr Wood advised that the notes from the meeting stated that Open Gardens were not happening in  
2022 but this was not actually the case. Members suggested ascertaining whether a grant could be  
sought for two noticeboards in Station Road either from Severn Waste or possibly Persimmon  
themselves. The Clerk will investigate. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that the floral display  
contractor be asked to use as much in the way of red, white and blue flowers as possible to celebrate  
HM the Queen’s platinum jubilee. 
 
763.  Developer Consultations 
 
Cllr Tucker outlined his concerns that the Town Council should not be seen to be supporting any 
development although understood the importance of ensuring residents were made aware of any 
consultation on a development. 
 
Following debate, it was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that any 
developer consultation should be publicised as an item for information only and a disclaimer added to 
that effect should also be included. No information should go out with the Town Council crest on it. 
 
764.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 



17.02.22 

237 
 

Members noted the recent success of Pershore Football Club and offered their congratulations. The 
Clerk will write a letter to the Chairman to that effect. 
 
765.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of January. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that the provisional date for the SWDPR consultation was 11th July for 6 
weeks with a town and parish council briefing planned for 6th July. 
 
c. Cllr Parsons advised that the allotment works had overrun slightly, and it was hoped these 
would be completed by the end of March. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that a design for a bridge for the railway station new car park was in the 
process of being undertaken. 
 
766.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
c. Encouraging hirers back to the Town Hall and Library  AL 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded 
by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 24, Library Licence Renewal, 25, Staffing and 26 Items for 
information. 
 
767.  Library Licence Renewal 
 
Members noted the Clerk’s report on the history of the terms of the licence between the Town and 
County Councils in 2012 and the request for consideration for this to be renewed. Members agreed 
this was an opportune time to ensure that the terms fulfilled both council’s aspirations and that the 
Clerk should meet with the county council and enter into discussions. It was agreed members would 
not wish to see the library become an open library and that discussion of the location of the Visitor 
Information Centre would take place at a future meeting. 
 
768.  Staffing 
 
Cllr Palfrey gave a verbal staffing report, and it was agreed a special council meeting be held on 17th 
March 2022 to consider various staffing issues, the whole meeting being in confidential session. 
 
It was agreed that the acceptance by the Deputy Town Clerk of the job offer to become Interim Town 
Clerk when the current Clerk retires be no longer confidential. 
 
769.  Items for information 
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There were none 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22:10 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


