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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

20th January 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr J Palfrey (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were none 

 

720.  Apologies 

Cllr Boatright’s apologies were accepted as he was unwell and Cllr Chapman Pincher’s as he was 
away. 
 
721.  Declarations of Interest 

 

There were none 

 

722. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Palfrey announced that the Worcester Male Voice Choir had kindly donated their bucket 

collection at the end of both Christmas concerts to his charity and that day had been presented with a 

cheque for £500. That, together with the recent coffee morning meant his charity had benefitted from 

nearly £1,000 in the past month. He advised that he was hoping to organise a charity quiz and 

skittles evening as fund raisers in the coming few months. 

723.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk advised members that the next litter pick would be on Saturday 19th March – 10 – 12, 
meeting at the Town Hall. 
 
The Clerk advised that a local developer had offered to meet members to discuss their proposals and 
it was agreed the Clerk arrange an informal meeting as per the developer protocol. 
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724.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Lavelle, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 16th December 2021 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. It was 
proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting 
held 13th January 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  
 
725.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that the works to Princess Diana’s Garden had still not been able to be 
completed and she continued to liaise with the contractor in this regard. However, this type of work 
could not be undertaken in the winter months and therefore it was hoped this would be able to be 
completed in the Spring. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map is awaited. 
 
c. Members are advised that following discussions between the District Council and County 
Council agreement had been reached for the works to the bottom of Station Road to proceed and a 
contractor had been appointed. A start date was awaited. 
 
d. The Deputy Clerk continued to investigate various social media platforms and ways of using 
them safely. A report would be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that the floral displays contract had been sent to the contractor as agreed. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that the Archaeology condition for the Community Hall planning application 
had been discharged and an application to vary the remaining pre-commencement conditions had been 
lodged with the District Council and was out for consultation. 
 
g. The Clerk advised that the Circus Ginnett would be raising funds for NHS Charities Together. 
 
h. The Clerk had applied for a grant from the National Lottery and another local grant provider for 
funding towards the conference and loop system and a response was awaited. 
 
i The Clerk advised that the Environment Agency contractors intended to isolate the leaking 
trough on the allotments towards the end of February and the Amenities and Environment Committee 
would be considering a possible relocation of the next trough in line at their meeting on 13 th January. 
The Clerk updated members and advised that this was being left to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk to 
decide. 
 
j. The Clerk advised that Barclays Wealth had now confirmed the identity of the signatories and 
were now investigating whether any further information was required before updating their records. 
 
726.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright had submitted a written report as follows:- 
 
Choules Close 
County response: 
It will take £25k to complete the path. There was a request to use section 106 monies to join the 
footway from Choules Close onto Holloway but there wasn't enough in the pot to complete the works. 
Unfortunately no further finds were available so the plan was shelved.  



20.01.22 

225 
 

At this stage I welcome thoughts but the money has been withdrawn.  
 
Station Road 
Persimmon are fixing the 6 lights that are currently not working. There was an issue with installation. 
There is a temporary light order from 11th-19th January  
 
Church Row- Church St 
The barriers on the road are in position because of safety concerns as material has fallen off the roof. 
It was inspected by Barry Barnes before Christmas and determined that it is safe given the path on 
the other side. If someone is parking illegally opposite the barrier it should be reported to the police. 
I've asked for how long this will be there. 
 
Head Street-Newlands corner 
I'm waiting for a response on what should be in place for this pavement to be safe. It has been there 
a while so someone is having to check the paperwork.  
 
Council tax 
County is planning on increasing council tax by 3.94% (0.94% for general increases and 3% for 
social care) 
 
SEND Ofsted review 
The SEND provision for the county has been in special measures for three years. Ofsted came in 
before Christmas and said that 8 of the 12 areas that were failing had made 'sufficient' progress while 
4 had not. There should be an updated action plan by the end of February 
 
Cllr Parsons stated that he failed to understand why safe pedestrian passage could not be provided at 
both the Church Street and Hardings Court scaffolding sites, members were particularly concerned at 
the lack of provisions for wheelchairs and disabled buggies. Cllr Turier advised that the lintel at 
Hardings Court appeared to have slipped still further. 
 
Cllr Wood expressed her continuing concerns over the lack of a footway from Choules Close along 
Holloway. 
 
Following debate it was agreed the Clerk raise all three issues with Harriett Baldwin MP, the County 
Council and Cllr Boatright. 
 
b.  Members considered the lack of response from Cllr Amos to a letter sent in September. It was 
agreed the Clerk write again and Cllr Palfrey advised that since the date of the letter other bus services 
had been withdrawn causing particular difficulty for those living in the outlying villages. 
  
727.  District Council Services 
 
a. Members noted the decision to retain 3 elected District Councillors for Pershore ward and Cllr 
Tucker explained that Pinvin also remained the same. Changes were however proposed for Drakes 
Broughton and Peopleton and Elmley Castle ward was to join with Fladbury and Bredon. There was 
also some revision around Norton, Whittington and Stoulton. The total number of councillors was being 
reduced from 45 to 43. It was agreed there was no need for the Town Council to respond to this 
consultation. 
 
b. Cllr Smith asked about the proposed barrier around Abbey Park and Cllr Tucker advised that 
this was due to be completed by Easter although a detailed plan was still awaited. Cllr Tucker had 
urged the District Council to consult residents on the precise proposals. Cllr Wood advised that local 
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events organisers had already been asked about the required location for gaps to enable vehicles to 
enter the site when needed. 
 
728.  Finance 
 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the budget 

comparison to the end of December be approved. 
 
b. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 20th January 2022 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the payment list for 

the month of January, as below, be accepted.  
 

18264 BLACHERE PP 20/01/2022 240 Christmas Lights £3,240.00 

18265 DOLPHINT PP 20/01/2022 241 Copying £229.75 

18266 AREA9SEC PP 20/01/2022 242 Locking up £521.66 

18267 WYCHAVON PP 20/01/2022 243 Lottery licence £20.00 

18268 SHARPEEC PP 20/01/2022 244 Ecology survey (AM car 
park) 

£104.00 

18269 SMITHOFD PP 20/01/2022 245 Town Clock service £277.20 

18270 WCG PP 20/01/2022 246 Tree guards and stakes £35.40 

18274 WCC PP 20/01/2022 247 Street Lighting £7,690.19 

18275 ROBDOBS PP 20/01/2022 248 Window Cleaning £698.00 

18276 COTSWOLD PP 20/01/2022 249 Drainage (AM car park) £5,579.40 

18278 NASHS PP 20/01/2022 250 Buy back of grave plot £520.00 

18279 BARCLAYC PP 20/01/2022 251 Library Maint, Planning 
and Cemetery exp. 

£309.64 

18280 BUDGETSK PP 20/01/2022 252 Skip hire £255.00 

18281 CPRE PP 20/01/2022 253 Subscription £36.00 

18282 SMITHSH PP 20/01/2022 254 Hedgecutting (Holloway 
and Cemetery) 

£168.00 

18283 PARSONS PP 20/01/2022 255 Mileage £8.10 

18284 SALARY1 PP 20/01/2022 DD Salary £3,148.64 

18285 SALARY2 PP 20/01/2022 DD Salary £1,819.92 

18286 SALARY3 PP 20/01/2022 DD Salary £989.91 

18287 SALARY4 PP 20/01/2022 DD Salary £1,006.78 

18288 SALARY6 PP 20/01/2022 DD Salary £1,199.96 

18289 SALARY7 PP 20/01/2022 DD Salary £773.29 

18290 HMRC PP 20/01/2022 256 Tax and NIC £2,628.55 

18291 WCC PP 20/01/2022 257 Pension £2,185.52 

18292 EXECCLEA PP 20/01/2022 258 Cleaning £816.98 

18293 WYCHAVON PP 20/01/2022 259 Rates £2,986.00 

18297 WATERPLU PP 20/01/2022 260 Library water £125.78 

18298 BAMBOO PP 20/01/2022 261 Town Guide £360.00 

18299 BLUNSOM PP 20/01/2022 262 Tree work (AM car park) £4,500.00        

     
TOTAL £42,233.67 
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729.  Budget 2022/23 
 
Members noted Cllr Boatright’s offer of a further £1,000 from his discretionary fund to support the 
grants budget. Members considered the budgets as presented and accepted that there would need to 
be an increase in the precept this year. Members could not see where more cuts could be made. It 
was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Brookbank that the budget income and expenditure, 
other than the salaries budget be approved and the salaries aspect of the budget be considered in 
confidential session. 
 
730.  Committees 
 
a. In the light of the Bank Holiday on Thursday June 2nd it was agreed on this occasion only that 
the Finance and Property Committee meet on Wednesday 1st June. Cllr Hemming tendered her 
apologies. 
 
b. Members noted the vacancy on the Amenities and Environment Committee and it was 
proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that Cllr Brookbank fill this 
vacancy with immediate effect. 
 
731.  Local Green Space 
 
Members considered the SWDP map showing an area around the High School as a significant gap. 
Members had concerns about the clarity of the consultation and it was agreed to support the retention 
of the High School gap and raise the issue of the important of having similar gaps in the south of the 
town. It was also agreed that the SWDP team be asked to open the consultation up to the public 
hopefully in the form of an exhibition. 
 
732.  Station Signage 
 
Members noted the signage proposed to be installed in Station Road to signpost the railway station  
and bus stop. Members felt that both the size and number of these signs was unnecessary on the edge  
of a small market town. It was agreed two smaller British Rail signs would be sufficient at this stage  
although it would be helpful if a far more detailed and accurate map of the current proposals could also  
be provided. The Clerk will explain these concerns to the railway company. 
 
733.  Happy Chat Benches 
 
Members considered the suggestion put forward by Cllr Boatright that some benches have signage  
saying that anyone sitting there would welcome someone to join them. In the absence of Cllr Boatright  
it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that one bench in the open  
on King Georges Field be so designated as a trial and the reaction of residents be noted. 
 
734.  Community Legacy Grants 
 
Members noted that expressions of interest (EOI) were being called for what was likely to 
be the last round of Community Legacy Grants. It was noted that the Wychavon prospectus was likely  
to be published shortly and members were asked to bring any possible projects to the February Council  
meeting for further discussion. The Clerk advised that the deadline for any EOI was 4th March and full  
applications by 6th June 2022. 
 
735.  Riverside Enhancements 
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Members noted the report and that the majority of the tree work had now been completed with the main 
ground works starting earlier in the week. A date was awaited for the reconstruction of the slipway. 
Members noted the suggestions of the Ecology consultant regarding wildlife boxes and wildflower 
seeds and Cllr Gillmor reminded members that the Wildlife Trust were storing a picnic bench which 
would be ideal for the area. Cllr Tucker said he felt it to be important to plant a hedge on the King 
George’s Field side of the ditch and the Clerk advised that there was already a substantial hedge there 
but it would need gapping up once the final tree works had been completed. It was agreed the working 
group meet with the Clerk on site to clarify some of the detail. 
 
Cllr Parsons thanked Cllr Grantham and the Avon Navigation Trust for the clearance of the outfall of 
the ditch to the river. 
 
736.  Parking on grass verges 
 
Cllr Annis raised his concerns about the parking of vehicles on grass verges on both the Abbey and 
Station Road estates. Lack of car parking or access to frontages meant cars often drove over the grass 
simply to access their houses. Cllr Grantham agreed that the Station Road estate was equally bad and 
the vehicles drive over kerbs to park which he believed was not permitted. Cllr Annis suggested 
removing the grass and widening the roads but members felt the cost of this would be prohibitive. Cllr 
Palfrey also felt that the grassed areas were good for biodiversity and full of wildflowers in Spring and 
Summer. 
 
Members felt the root cause was the loss of the garage sites on the estates giving householders 
nowhere to park other than on the grass. It was noted that the police could deal with the matter if an 
obstruction was caused but Wychavon could only do this if there were parking restrictions in the area. 
 
It was agreed the Clerk contact the County Council and Rooftop Housing to ascertain whether they 
had suggestions as to how the issue could be improved and an article be placed in the newsletter 
encouraging people to appreciate the importance of these green spaces. 
 
737.  Pershore Library 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she had received one quotation for the replacement lighting in the Library 
and was seeking more. 
 
b. Members noted that a local artist has expressed an interest in creating a mural and the Clerk 
was given a maximum amount to spend on the project. A further report will be brought to the next 
meeting of the Council. 
 
738.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Turier reported on the Riverside Youth Centre as follows:- 
 
Although the Centre has remained open during Covid and has received funding from the 
Government, it has not been able to hold the River Festival, let out rooms for private hire or have as 
many holiday activities as normal.  This has led, unsurprisingly, to a short fall in the budget. 
As you will also have seen there are many more children who have had their schooling disrupted and 
need various kinds of help that the centre could give them. 
 
So in order to raise the profile of the Centre we have produced a flyer listing all the activities available 
and also introduced the Pershore Riverside lottery, 
 



20.01.22 

229 
 

The lottery will go towards staffing:- 
Outreach youth workers, visiting the parks in the evenings and engaging the youngsters 
Visiting the High School to talk to various groups as requested by the headmaster. 
Mental health support, counselling, careers advice, outside activities etc. 
 
Cllr Wood reported on Pershore Town Football Club as Follows:- 
Covid had an impact on turnover and finances during Christmas when parties, etc. were cancelled.  
However, the Club were looking forward to getting a grant to level the goal areas on the back pitch  
and to putting some sand on it to help with drainage. 
Report received on players as follows:  
Youth teams were mixed. Generally, they were in the top half or going for the Division title.  
The new Manager, Danny Janes, won his first 6 games, including beating Bromsgrove Sporting who 
were 3 ‘Steps’ higher in the Worcester Senior Cup.  
The Club would take on Redditch away in the Semi Final (they play West Ham in the FA cup the 
week before.) 
 
Cllr Smith advised that the Volunteer Centre were trying to raise sufficient funds to purchase an 
electric vehicle. 
 
739.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of December.  
 
b. The Clerk advised that the notice relating to the restriction of parking on the footway in Church 
Walk had been published 
 
740.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
c. Library licence renewal 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded 
by Cllr Brookbank and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 22 Staffing and 23 2022/23 Budget, 24 Outstanding invoices and 
25 Items for information. 
 
741.  Staffing 
 
Members discussed the current stage in the recruitment process and agreed a way forward. The 
Management Group were authorised to meet with the candidate to discuss the proposal with them. 
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742.  2022/23 Budget 
 
Members considered the precept increase. In light of the increase in salary costs and fuel bills and in 
view of the discussion in open session when members believed there were no further cost cuttings 
options, it was proposed by Cllr Tucker that the precept be increased by 6%. Cllr Brookbank proposed 
an increase of 8.5% in line with the suggestion outlined by the Finance and Property Committee. 
Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED by 9 
votes to 1 and 3 abstentions that the precept be increased by 8.5% and reserves be used for any 
additional expenditure should it be necessary. The Clerk will submit the required precept request in the 
sum of £247,250 plus the grant of £18,817 
 
743.  Outstanding invoices 
 
The Clerk reported that the outstanding invoices as outlined had been paid the previous day. 
 
744.  Items for information 
 
There were none 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22:20 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


