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 PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN MEETING 

 

12th May 2022 
 

Minutes of the TOWN MEETING called by the Mayor of Pershore, held at The Town Hall, 34 High 
Street, Pershore, WR10 1DS, commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

 
Present: - Cllr J Palfrey (Mayor) 
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr C Parsons 
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr M Winfield 
  Cllr V Wood 
     
There were 22 residents present in addition to those above. 
 
Apologies 
 
There were none. 
 
Minutes 
 
Those present noted the minutes of the meeting held 13th May 2021 as approved by the Town 
Council at their meeting on 17th June 2021. 
 
Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
There were none. 
 
Report of the Town Mayor 
 
Cllr Julian Palfrey, Town Mayor, reflected on what had been an unusual year. He felt that this last 
council year had literally seen an incredible transformation as the town of Pershore was now “back in 
action” and normal service was fast being restored! 
 
For the first few months when Cllr Palfrey took over as Mayor, the country was beginning to emerge 
tentatively from a long transition with terms such as lockdown, furlough and social distancing still in 
common parlance. With gradual easing of lockdowns Pershore Town Council reverted from council 
meetings via Zoom to socially distanced meetings, but last year’s Annual Meeting was the first for two 
years and unusual in that for the first time with social distancing in force it was moved from the usual 
venue of the Town Hall to the Civic Centre with a strict  limit on the number of guests and no opportunity 
for celebrations or a proper “thank you” to those charitable and volunteer organisations who had worked 
very hard in an extremely difficult year to help and support Pershore residents.  
The Town Hall was closed to the public at the height of the pandemic when the hard-working office 
staff were kept busy with telephone enquiries, offering advice and support and helping to organise the 



12.05.22 

 2 

prescription run at the beginning of the pandemic. The Town Hall later reopened for normal business 
as it is known. 
 
In such circumstances, The Mayor’s civic duties were extremely limited mainly to outdoor events with 
the first a pleasant afternoon visiting Pershore’s Open Gardens in early June. Apart from attending a 
socially distanced, but impressive, service in Worcester Cathedral launching the Three Choirs Festival, 
there was little until the unveiling of a memorial plaque at the Vale Crematorium and enjoyable day with 
The Mayor’s consort, Helen, at Ludlow’s Charity Market both at the end of July, and an evening aboard 
the Mayor of Droitwich’s Riverboat cruise from Stourport-on-Severn in early August. The Mayor and 
his consort attempted to be as ‘green’ as possible, using public transport where they could. 
 
With lockdowns easing further, planning began for the popular events in Pershore’s calendar, and it 
was great to be a small part of Pershore’s Carnival, restored after a three-year absence, to see the 
crowds lining the High Street for the procession and the numbers of residents and visitors thronging to 
the many attractions on Abbey Park. It will also be good to see the restoration of other popular events 
such as Pershore Midsummer Brass in July and the Pershore Plum Fayre at the end of August. 
 
Lockdowns also affected the ability to arrange fund raising events last year for The Mayor’s Charity- 
Pershore Talking Newspaper, however they got off to a storming start thanks mainly to volunteers from 
PTN organising a Mayor’s Coffee morning in December. The same night, a concert by Worcester Male 
Voice Choir in the Abbey was held, and they generously decided to give all the contents of a bucket 
collection to the PTN charity - funds which were further boosted by a skittles evening and just last week 
a successful quiz evening.  
 
This year is an important year marking HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and to help mark the 
occasion The Mayor was pleased to support Pershore Rotary Club in the planting of an English oak 
tree in Abbey Park. All The Mayor’s generation (born in Coronation year) - and younger - will have 
known no other monarch and none can fail to be aware of the incredible service and dedication Her 
Majesty has shown to our country and the commonwealth over 70 years. In this important year The 
Mayor was pleased to organise a special concert by The Alcester Victoria Silver Band in aid of Pershore 
Talking Newspaper and celebrating the Queen’s 96th birthday. This was the band’s first “gig” for two 
and a half years due to Covid restrictions. Pershore Town Council is planning to join the Jubilee 
celebrations with the lighting of a beacon at the top of Holloway, a special Platinum Jubilee service in 
the Abbey and a Big Lunch event in Abbey Park. 
 
It has been good to see progress on outstanding projects with Princess Diana’s Gardens at the 
entrance to the King George V playing fields now looking much more attractive following delays caused 
by a worldwide shortage of resin. The Avon Meadows car park area has been taken over by the Town 
Council and the council has taken the opportunity to tidy the area up, install a new bridge to replace 
the old structure and make the area more attractive to residents and visitors with the provision of seats 
and picnic benches. 
 
The Mayor and Councillor Chris Parsons were invited to the opening of the Wellbeing hub – supported 
by the Town Council - now in its new premises in the High Street, which provides an important service 
for local people seeking advice or support. The hub also helps to tackle the issues of social isolation 
for people just looking to meet over a cup of tea and a chat. 
 
Pershore residents responded magnificently when Town Councillors and volunteers worked hard to 
organise a successful bring and buy sale in the Town Hall netting over £4000 on just one Saturday 
morning raising funds to assist Ukrainian refugees. A successful coffee morning two weeks later also 
raised over £1000. The Mayor asked members and residents to support a further coffee morning being 
held to raise funds for the people of Ukraine this Saturday morning, 14th May in the Town Hall from 
10am-12pm.  
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In comparison with May last year this month has been an incredibly busy time with no less than seven 
mayors – Pershore, Evesham, Worcester, Malvern, Droitwich, Stourport and Tewkesbury, and the 
Chairman of Worcester County Council standing down. The Mayoral diary has been full of several 
special events, civic services and mayor makings which The Mayor and his consort have been 
privileged to attend and report that they were made to feel very welcome. The Pershore Mayors Civic 
Service was postponed for almost a year due to Covid restrictions and moved to near the end of his 
term last month. The Mayor extended his sincere thanks to the vicar Claire Lording, his chaplain Peter 
Stansbie, Pershore Abbey Choir and organist John Wilderspin along with all involved including family 
and friends and many civic guests, some travelling from as far afield as Ross-on-Wye, Ludlow and 
Ledbury in joining us for a moving and most memorable service. 
 
Cllr Palfrey stated that no annual report coming from him would be complete without a mention of public 
transport, and after years of campaigning it was great to be able to report that Pershore Station now 
had an hourly service of trains throughout the day to Oxford, London, Worcester and Malvern upgraded 
to half hourly in the late afternoon peak. The full service was now being restored after cutbacks during 
Covid restrictions. Progress on the long running saga of the new footbridge and station car park 
appeared desperately slow but four partners – Great Western, Network Rail, Wychavon District and 
Worcestershire County Councils – had identified a suitable footbridge and were now working together 
to get the necessary funding in place. Following the loss of local bus services and the failure of 
Worcestershire County Council’s bid for central government funding for its Bus Service Improvement 
Plan, Pershore Town Council had been in regular contact with the three MPs in the south of the county 
who now appeared to be hopeful of finding some resolution to the crisis. 
  
Just before the Evesham Civic Service last Sunday in All Saints Church, Evesham, Cllr Palfrey 
mentioned that he was sat with his consort, Dr Helen Whitwell admiring Evesham’s pedestrianised   
Town Square with its impressive Town Hall building, its welcoming environment with attractive seated 
areas, tree cover and outdoor cafe and thinking how in the future Pershore could similarly offer a real   
attraction and focal point for residents of the town and visitors alike. Of the three Wychavon towns, 
Pershore was the only one without a town square. Pershore Town Council was now planning for the 
future and following a successful initial bid for funding Pershore are hoping to work with Wychavon 
District Council and Worcestershire County Council in a project to help make Broad Street a more 
pedestrian friendly, welcoming and attractive focal point both for residents and visitors alike. The 
council has launched a consultation exercise and would welcome your views. 
 
Cllr Palfrey thanked a number of people for their help and support over not just this year but in recent 
times. He reported “I never thought I would be standing in front of you all today after a year of being 
The Mayor of the town of Pershore. I was first approached around seven years ago, but it was at a 
difficult time when my mother was unwell, and I thought I had “missed my chance” in the future. 
He thanked the Town Councillors for their support in this challenging year but particularly to Councillor 
Charles Tucker who, 35 years ago first encouraged him to stand for council and to Councillor Chris 
Parsons who gave him every encouragement to take on the mayoral role after a record three years as 
Deputy Mayor. He added “with my somewhat disorganised approach I would like to offer my sincere 
thanks to Rose in the Town Council office for her fantastic efforts in ensuring that as Mayor I am in the 
right place at the right time and to know what I am doing there. I would like to extend those sincere 
thanks to Ann as our Town Clerk for all of her help and advice and to our Deputy Town Clerk Charlie 
and to Alison for their cheerful help and support throughout the year. I would also like to thank my 
consort Helen basically for “being there” and accompanying me to so many of the mayoral events which 
have been made even more enjoyable for her presence and sense of fun. Finally, before closing I 
would like in particular to thank my Deputy Mayor Councillor Matthew Winfield who, as a good friend, 
has always been someone I can rely on for advice and help, and who has readily covered functions for 
me when I have been unavailable. 
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Despite the fact that Matthew is half my age he has already served on this council for nine years – six 
of those as a very able and effective chairman of one of the council’s two main committees and I hope 
that as our youngest ever Mayor, Councillors will give him the support they have shown to me in his 
forthcoming year as Mayor of Pershore.  
 
Reports from representatives of outside bodies and areas of special interest 
 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
 
Historically the service had been operating at Pershore Library on Tuesdays but was suspended for 
some time over the period of the Covid pandemic. However, Pershore residents have always been 
able to access the services remotely by phone or email. In addition, CAB also run a weekly face to 
face service at the foodbank on a Friday afternoon which helps some of the most marginalized 
members of the community deal with financial and income related problems.  
CAB are also looking to hold money advice appointments in the town in the near future to deal with 
demand and help ease the impact of the rising costs of living for our service users.  

Key facts 
● Number of Unique clients in 2021-22 = 157 (131 in 2020-21)  
● Number of issues dealt with = 646 (424 in 2019-20) 20% increase in current year.  
● 57% of service users are either disabled or managing a long-term illness  
● 65% of services users are female, 35% male  
● £20,608 of income gain obtained for our clients which is then often spent in the local economy  

 
 

Richard West 

Head of Services 

South Worcestershire Citizens Advice 

 

Town Council representative – Cllr Chapman Pincher 
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Pershore Volunteer Centre 
 
During lockdown and then the recovery period Pershore Town Council, Wychavon District Council and 

Worcestershire County Council were very supportive to community initiatives to get people out and 

about again and supporting those that cannot get out or have hardship issues.  

PVC made a real effort over the last six months to raise the profile of the organisation on social media 

and within the local communities, and to work in partnership with other community organisations and 

charities. This work is really beginning to bring results and PVC are pleased to say that they will be 

working closely with the Community Builder for Wychavon going forward. 

Electric Vehicle 

After a successful crowdfunding campaign at the end of 2021 and over the Christmas period, PVC 

have now taken delivery of a new 9-seater electric minibus, 7 seats if transporting someone using a 

wheelchair. This new electric vehicle will increase the capacity of PVC to deliver community transport.   

Transport 

PVC has three new contracts in Worcestershire to take people with learning disabilities to and from 

their homes, resource centres, and respite centres. They have also been awarded some funding for 

tackling loneliness through transport and so will be looking to start some support and outings for people 

that have had problems getting out and have been impacted by the difficulties of the past two years.  

The Social Car Scheme and the Community Transport is getting back to some normality, and PVC 

have seen the number of clients increase. 

PVC would like to thank all the minibus drivers and passenger assistants for being so flexible in 

supporting the drives, and the social car scheme drivers for the taking more drives on. PVC have a 

continuous driver recruitment campaign running, so if anyone would be willing to do a few hours a week 

please get in touch.  

We always need new drivers! 

Volunteering 

PVC would like to thank all the volunteers that kept the services of PVC running over the pandemic 

period, it could not have been done without the dedication of those people. 

Sadly, the number of volunteers did not reach the same number pre pandemic. This was for a number 

of reasons; health, change of family or personal circumstances, covid anxiety and more.  

PVC reported that the number of people coming forward to volunteer for the 

PVC, and organisations affiliated to PVC, is now increasing.  

PDVC offers a Disclosure and Barring Service for volunteers placed through 

our service. 
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Social Engagement Roadshows 

PVC have recently put on twelve roadshows in six villages throughout Pershore and District, inviting 

members of other village communities to the events. PVC worked with the Pershore Wellbeing Hub on 

this initiative. 

The purpose of the Roadshows was to get people together to learn about the two organisations, to 

register people for the services, to recruit volunteers and for people to have a bit of fun. Each event 

had an outside facilitator to run the activity. 

Attendance was very varied at the events and if something like this is run again, events already 

happening in the villages will be linked. 

Lunch Clubs 

The lunch club at St Andrews Hall run on the first and third Wednesday of every month are back to pre-

covid numbers and has a waiting list. There are many dedicated volunteers for the lunch club, some of 

whom have been volunteering for 20 years plus! PVC would like to thank the volunteers. 

There is also a lunch club at the Angel Hotel once a month that is also popular. 

Household Support 

PVC have had several funding streams to help members of our communities who are suffering with 

hardship or who are experiencing other personal or family issues. These initiatives have been a huge 

benefit for these people. and the centre have been working in partnership with other local organisations 

to ensure that no one is missed. Funding is continued to be sought to continue this. 

Pershore and District Volunteer is accredited by the National Council for Voluntary Organisations 
(NCVO). The Volunteer Centre’s activities are overseen by a Board of Voluntary Trustees. 
 
The overall aim is to place volunteering and well-being at the heart of the local community to reduce 
rural and social isolation in our communities. 
 
Volunteer referrals make a significant contribution to the sustainability of local organisations and their 
impact on the local community. With the in-house team of around 80 volunteers, PVC provide more 
than 7000 journeys each year to enable people with transport difficulties to access essential services 
such as medical appointments as well as shopping, social or leisure activities, and attendance at our 
recently established lunch club is increasing steadily. 
 

Karon Swinburn: CEO 

 

Pershore Town Football Club 
 
Pershore Football Club have had a good year with teams of all ages playing exceptionally well. The 
First Team has won 2 out of 3 cups with the third cup being played Saturday 14th May and hopes are 
high.  
Currently there are over 230 adults and children playing football related to PTFC which has to be of 
great benefit both physically and mentally.  
Eckington Juniors have now merged with Pershore which means having at least one team in every age 
group for the 2022-2023 season.  
The new LED floodlights have been installed which are of course more environmentally friendly and 
cheaper to run and is a big step in improving the club. 
 
Cllr. Val Wood 

https://pershorevolunteers.org.uk/?page_id=789
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Emergency Planning 
 
Cllr Parsons reported that, once again, the Town Councils Emergency Plan has seen very little use. 

Throughout the Coronavirus pandemic all the necessary precautions were observed by both the 

Council staff and members including regular lateral flow testing. This approach to the pandemic 

enabled the Council to continue providing a near normal service.  

The County Council’s Death Management Group continued to meet early in this council year, but 

meetings were suspended as the number of fatalities reduced significantly. It was always anticipated 

that Pershore Cemetery would be able to cope with any increase in demand for burials.  

The Environment Agency considered that the flood defence installed on the allotment site some years 

ago was unstable and work on the site took several months to rectify this weakness. Whilst some work 

is still in progress on this site, all work involving the integrity of the flood defence has been completed. 

A temporary flood defence was installed whilst works were carried out.  

The Town Council no longer holds emergency items (sleeping bags, hygiene kits etc.etc.), these are 

held by the District Council who have given their assurance that these items will be readily available 

should an emergency situation arise. Concern remains that this may cause delay at a critical time when 

staffing numbers may be low.  

An additional section, for information only at this time, has been added to the Council Emergency Plan 

referring to fires in electric vehicles. At the time of this report there appears to be some confusion how 

such incidents will be dealt with. A fire of this type could be subjected to reignition. This may result in 

a damaged vehicle being left in place on a highway for longer than normal causing possible traffic 

disruption.  

Further information is being sought and will be entered into the Emergency Plan when available. The 

emergency plan continues to be a living document and was updated on 25th April 2022. 

Cllr Chris Parsons MBE, Emergency Planning Officer 

 

Pershore Riverside Youth Centre 
 
Cllr Turier reported that the Club was very happy to have won the “Best Motorised Float” in Pershore 
Carnival this year, which was the first time the two SEN groups, together with the Junior Monday Club 
had worked together on a big project, along with the rest of the Youth Club helping as well. 
 
Carol Christmas has been acting as a liaison with the Wellbeing Hub, Pershore Volunteer Centre and 
the Riverside Centre so that all organisations can work collaboratively on new projects. 
 
Some new hirers are making use of the centre: Mind, Sing for Health and Onside. 
 
Baby Club is continuing to be a success at bringing families in and reaching the new age demographic 
of 0-4 and a really helpful link with new parents. 
 
PRYC are doing a series of workshops with Meadow Arts over the next two years, across all the groups. 
There was an exhibition at the centre on the 17th May. The intention behind the project was 'where we 
live' from all perspectives. 
 
Cllr Liz Turier 
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Biodiversity Working Group 
 
Members of the group are Cllrs Chapman Pincher, Gillmor, Lavelle, Turier and Wood,  

A lot of discussion has resulted in the Town Council starting to partially “re-wild” St. Andrews Gardens, 

reducing mowing of selected areas, partially to see what wildflowers appear on their own and with a 

view to adding some appropriate wildflower seed. The group felt it important to communicate what it 

was doing with an interpretation panel which is updated through the seasons. 

The group facilitated the planting of carefully selected native trees on the land at Holloway with autumn 

and spring plantings involving children who certainly seemed to enjoy it.  

A combined climate emergency and biodiversity drop-in session produced interesting comments as 

some options were showcased and ideas for people to take forward on their own patches. 

There is no instant “big hit” that we can do here, it is really about taking small steps and, to a large 

extent, seeing what happens and helping nature “do its own thing”. 

Cllr Bob Gillmor – group lead 

 

Climate Emergency Working Group 
 
Members of the group are Cllrs Brookbank, Boatright, Gillmor, Lavelle, Tucker and Wood 

Amongst other things the focus of the group remains “To look at ways of reducing Pershore’s Carbon 

Footprint over the short and medium term with a target to achieve zero net carbon by 2030.” 

 

The main targets set some twelve months or so ago are summarised below: 

1. Move all town council properties to ‘green’ energy suppliers – This was achieved in the past year. 

2. Install Solar PV panels on all suitable Town Council owned property – this was achieved at the 

cemetery and Town hall. The installation on the library roof is still ongoing with the problem of a security 

issue. The Council are saving electrical energy and exporting electricity to the grid from the Town Hall 

installation. 

3. Establish the carbon footprint of Pershore, and ways of measuring improvements over time. The 

Carbon Footprint tool (Centre for Sustainable Energy and University of Exeter) has been modified and 

the group are looking at this, but further data input is expected over the next year. It is hoped the group 

can use the updated tool during the next 12 months. 

4. Consider ways of reducing plastic waste and increasing recycling – this is an ongoing task. The 

group have contacted various organisations including ASDA and hope to go forward again in the next 

year. 

5. Involve the people of Pershore both residents and shop owners – The Climate Emergency and 

Biodiversity held their very own COP26 was last year. It is hoped this can be expanded on again and 

have some sort of community input in the next year. 

Cllr Brookbank thanked all those on the Climate Emergency Group for their support and 

recommendations. He hopes that the group can move forward in the coming year and achieve even 

more towards the goals. 

Cllr. Peter Brookbank, Group Lead 
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Council for the Protection of Rural England 

 

National and ongoing campaigns on planning issues by the Council for the Protection of Rural England 
are beginning to bear fruit with the publication in February of the government’s Levelling Up paper. 
 
CPRE has long championed the cause of urban regeneration as the most sustainable solution to the 
housing crisis and the organisation has welcomed plans for “spreading prosperity” unveiled by the 
Secretary of State of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, Michael Gove. 
 
Government proposals have outlined plans for “regenerating the great cities and towns of the north to 
help relieve pressure on green fields and public services in the south.” The CPRE has said that there 
are now encouraging signs that neglected brownfield sites could finally get the funding they have been 
crying out for with the white paper scrapping a policy that has been diverting the vast majority of public 
housing investment to more lucrative areas. 
 
Pledges to widen the take up of neighbourhood planning and improve green belts and urban green 
spaces which should assist in helping local communities to enhance their local area have also been 
welcomed. 
 
However, CPRE has criticised the plans as lacking policies to tackle rural deprivation with many people 
living in the countryside unable to access basic services whilst bearing the brunt of the cost-of-living 
crisis. The organisation has long been highlighting the issues arising from social isolation affecting rural 
communities and has been involved in a year-long national campaign for restoring, maintaining and 
improving local bus services   
 
Cllr Julian Palfrey 
 

Public Transport 
 
Rail services from Pershore on the Hereford-Worcester-Oxford (Cotswold) Line continue to improve 
with the station now being served by an hourly service in both directions throughout the day with 
additional services in the evening peaks upgrading the service to half hourly. 
 
Reduced travel during two years of Covid restrictions with many fewer travelling or working from home 
led to cutbacks in rail services as train operators also dealt with the effects of the pandemic with staff 
absent ill or shielding and little opportunity for recruiting or training new drivers. Although the issues 
have been reflected in the massive decline in passenger numbers generally and on the Cotswold Line, 
local passenger journeys from Pershore were slightly more buoyant with Pershore showing the lowest 
percentage decline in numbers of any station on the line bar Hereford.  
 
Cllr Palfrey reported that all services had been restored from the launch of Great Western’s new 
timetable from Sunday, May 15th – including the recently introduced 2250 Paddington to Worcester 
service - offering a full day out in the capital. 
 
No further news at present regarding the long running saga of Pershore Station car park although a 
new modular style footbridge has been identified for installation (which can incorporate lifts at a later 
stage), and all parties involved - Great Western Railway, Network Rail, Worcestershire County Council 
and Wychavon District Council - are working together to expedite the project as soon as necessary 
funding is available. 
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The same progress on services however cannot be said of bus travel in the county with further service 
cutbacks by First Midland Red now in the offing following the failure of Worcestershire County Council’s 
bid for £84 million of government funding for its Bus Service Improvement Plan. 
 
Although there currently appears no threat to the main hourly X50 service between Worcester and 
Pershore and Evesham, the now only once daily (Mon to Fri) service between Evesham and Worcester 
is being curtailed at Pershore High School leaving no access from the villages of Fladbury, Cropthorne 
and Charlton to Pershore and Evesham. Cutbacks to village services such as the Village Hopper to the 
Combertons and the daily service between Eckington, Defford and Worcester via Pershore withdrawn 
during the pandemic have still not been restored 
 
The majority of government funding appears again to have been directed to urban conurbations such 
as the West Midlands authority at the expense of rural areas such as Worcestershire, Herefordshire 
and Gloucestershire where needs are often greatest with regard to increasing social isolation for old 
and young alike.  
 
Representations from Pershore Town Council and the Vale Public Transport Group to the County 
Council and the three MPs in the south of the county – Robin Walker, Harriett Baldwin and Nigel 
Huddleston are being stepped up: this as part of an ongoing campaign aimed at ensuring that bus 
services are restored, maintained and improved if government pledges on “levelling up” and “Bus Back 
Better” are to be honoured. 
 
Cllr Julian Palfrey 
 
Items raised by residents of Pershore 
 
There were none. 
 
Cllr Tucker stood to thank Cllr Julian Palfrey for the last year as Mayor and the last 35 on the Council. 
Cllr Tucker exclaimed that he was grateful for Cllr Palfreys assistance and leadership in promoting 
the Plumline since 1984, which has served the people of Pershore well. He paid particular thanks to 
Cllr Palfreys thoughts and drive to make the service happen. Cllr Palfrey thanks Cllr Tucker for his 
words. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.20pm 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..   Date………………………………………….. 
Chairman 


