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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

19th May 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright  
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE  
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker (apologies for late arrival) 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

There were none 

 

829.  Apologies 

Cllr Brookbank’s and Cllr Turier’s apologies were accepted they were away, and Cllr Gillmor’s as he 
was unwell. 
 
830.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr Wood declared a disclosable interest in agenda item 22, Honours Nomination. 

 

830. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Winfield thanked members for putting their faith in him as Chairman. 

831.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk updated members on outstanding items at the Town Hall. 

 
832.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 14th April 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
 
833.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map was awaited. 
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b. The Clerk advised that the Deputy Clerk continued to investigate various social media platforms 
and ways of using them safely. A report would be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that acoustic panels were planned to be installed the week of 20th June, 
following which work could start on the installation of the audio and loop system. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that Cllr Palfrey met the Mayor of Wyry on a Zoom call recently. Both Cllr 
Palfrey and Cllr Prasot found the meeting helpful although the refugees living in Wyry (165) currently 
preferred to stay in Poland where they were closer to their home country. Any future request from 
refugees in their town would be initially directed to the Town Clerk who would pass the details to the 
local resident coordinating this. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that replacement slats had now been fitted to the Station Road benches and 
the District Council had agreed to pay for these.  
 
f. The Clerk advised that the new mandate for Barclays Wealth had been sent to the company 
duly completed. 
 
h. The Clerk advised that the Annual Return had been forwarded to the External Auditor 
 
i. The Clerk advised that the Lengthsman scheme contract had been entered into as agreed, 
 
j. The Clerk advised that the allotment works were still not completed but vehicular access has 
been reopened although Cllr Parsons advised that the road surface still needed more work and the 
Clerk was asked to contact the Environment Agency and report this. 
 
k. The Clerk advised that she was awaiting information regarding priorities from the Town Plan 
group before calling a special council meeting for these, and the prospectus, to be discussed. 
 
l. The Clerk advised that she had asked for a meeting with the police and a date was awaited. 
 
834.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright reported as follows:-  
 
School system 
As you all know the county has undertaken a consultation on the move from a three tier to two tier 
system in the Pershore area. While there were some reservations, the general view was that this 
would be beneficial to young people.  The county is currently reviewing how to undertake this change 
as funding of approximately £7 million would be needed to update facilities in some schools 
(particularly Pershore High). 
The original timetable is now on hold and we are hoping to hear news in the near future.  
 
Highways 
Northern Link road is progressing well. The cycleway and footpath along Wyre Road is expected to 
open in the next 6 weeks, while the road connecting to the A44 is expected to be fully operational in 
September. Some delays have been caused by Network rail but everything is currently moving 
forward. There will need to be one more night closure for the rail line to pour the concrete and the 
date should be booked in very soon. 
The council has pledged to spend £4 million more on footpaths over the next few years. We have 
been very busy working with residents to make a list of footpaths that need resurfacing and we have 
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also prioritised dropping curbs for access with wheelchairs and prams. This week we have 
confirmation that the following have been added: 

• Redlands, has two advisory defects and was rated as a poor performing footway on the 
Footway Condition Survey. Works are scheduled for 30.05.2022 for 3 days. 

• Wood Terrace, Farncombe Terrace and Stonewell Terrace, Works are scheduled to start 
7.05.2022 to 27.05.2022. This makes a start on resurfacing footways on the Abbey Park 
Estate, we have also assessed this area for further works. 

• Avon Road. We have Advisory Defects recorded here and will make a start this year. We have 
assessed the rest of Avon Road and Mayfield and further works will be required in the future. 

Speeding and enforcement 

While this is the jurisdiction of the police, I can’t help but feel that their approach to this is often ‘the 
council can slow the road down!’. The problem of course is people will drive at the speed in which 
they feel safe so we have a circular argument where no one wins! 
On the bright side, the police have increased their presence and I have seen the van and police with 
a speed gun. VAS signs also seem to be effective but can we start to make use of the data to show 
residents?  
 
The Clerk explained that the VAS signs installed by the Town Council flashed if a resident went over 
the speed limit at whatever speed they went and therefore specific data for speeding was not 
available, it would record number of people speeding but not their actual speed at the time. 
 
b.  The Clerk advised that she had looked at the various proposed cycle signage with District and 
County Council officers and a revised proposal had been put forward which appeared to be acceptable. 
Additionally a number of signs would be removed so reducing the total signage somewhat. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the Clerk advise the 
county council that the revised proposals be installed. 
 
c. Cllr Palfrey updated members on issues relating to public transport and the Vale Public 
Transport Group were considered calling a public meeting specifically on bus transport and funding. 
The Cotswold Line Promotion Group were working to netter bus rail integration and the Clerk agreed 
to forward to Cllr Palfrey the latest grant opportunities from Great Western Railway. Cllr Palfrey also 
advised that all the railway station lighting was now working. 
 
Cllr Boatright advised that Cornwall CC had received £20m thanks to clear objectives and 
demonstrating how they were going to promote bus travel and get more people to use the buses. They 
had consulted the public and as a result would be reducing bus fares by 20%. 
 
Cllr Lavelle advised that he had attended a Ticket to Ride event, as had Cllr Palfrey, and it had been 
interesting to learn of some local commuter buses, particularly in the Norton area. It was felt that the 
county council could work better with the districts to provide more integrated provision. 
 
d. Cllr Wood asked about the possible pedestrian crossing on Three Springs Road and Cllr 
Boatright advised that he had been given information by officers that regrettably the road was too wide 
for one to be installed. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked again about Hardings Court and it was agreed the Clerk continue to endeavour to 
find a convenient date for the Headteacher of Abbey Park School to try to raise the profile of the issue. 
Cllr Boatright advised that it appeared that scaffolding licences could be renewed indefinitely. 
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835.  District Council Services 
 
a. Members noted the Pershore prospectus had now been published and in the public domain 
accessible through Wychavon D C website. It was agreed to call a special meeting of the council and 
invite the officer and councillor responsible for its implementation, with public in attendance, to give 
residents an opportunity to better understand the purpose of the prospectus. 
 
b. The Clerk advised members of the new initiative for “Community Builders”. There seemed a little 
confusion as to the aims of this and it was agreed the Clerk liaise with Cllr Boatright with a further report 
being presented at the June meeting. 
 
c. Cllr Grantham asked about the recent proposed legislation where local authorities could take 
over empty premises. Cllr Boatright advised that the District Council were well aware of this and were 
prepared for when the legislation came into force. 
 
836.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 19th May 2022 and the reduction in 

value showing a 1.65% loss on the original cost. It was agreed the Clerk contact Barclays and 
ask for their advice and opinion as to how the situation could be improved. 

 
b. Members noted the budget comparison to the end of May 2022. It was proposed by Cllr 

Boatright, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the budget comparison be accepted. 
 
c. It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the payment 

list for the month of May, as below, be accepted.  
 

MAY CHEQUE PAYMENT LIST 

19517 03/05/2022 BULLFINC 351 PP Beacon 588.00 

19600 19/05/2022 WYCHAVON 353 PP Rates 3067.00 

19601 19/05/2022 WATERPLU 354 PP Town Hall water 99.06 

19602 19/05/2022 LES 355 PP Town Hall lift maint 168.16 

19603 19/05/2022 JAMESHAL 356 PP New mower insurance 21.74 

19604 19/05/2022 WATERPLU 357 PP Library water 109.42 

19605 19/05/2022 PAPERSTA 358 PP Stationery 18.70 

19606 19/05/2022 WWT 359 PP Subscription 36.00 

19607 19/05/2022 WLBROWN 360 PP Parts for AMCP 10.51 

19608 19/05/2022 PDHUGHES 361 PP Avon Meadows 3000.00 

19609 19/05/2022 STARSIGN 362 PP Sign for Avon Meadows CP 94.80 

19610 19/05/2022 BUDGETSK 363 PP Skip hire 270.00 

19615 19/05/2022 DORMA 364 PP Town Hall auto doors 256.80 

19616 19/05/2022 DOLPHINT 365 PP Photocopying 132.24 

19617 19/05/2022 EXECCLEA 366 PP Cleaning 941.84 

19618 19/05/2022 LIMEBRID 367 PP Mowing 972.00 

19619 19/05/2022 COTSARCH 368 PP Archaeology re bike rack 398.40 

19620 19/05/2022 BHGS 369 PP Weedkiller 90.00 

19621 19/05/2022 AREA9SEC 370 PP Locking up 595.97 

19622 19/05/2022 WRUBBLE 371 PP Avon Meadows CP 162.00 

19623 19/05/2022 SIMPLYST 372 PP Cemetery memorial safety 801.00 
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19624 19/05/2022 WYCHAVON 373 PP Trade waste 54.34 

19625 19/05/2022 COX'S 374 PP Fuel 159.36 

19626 19/05/2022 TALBOT 375 PP Annual meeting 21.99 

19627 19/05/2022 TRAVIS 376 PP Fixings for benches and slats 225.24 

19628 19/05/2022 SALARY1 DD PP Salary 3150.76 

19629 19/05/2022 SALARY2 DD PP Salary 1867.63 

19630 19/05/2022 SALARY3 DD PP Salary 1016.22 

19631 19/05/2022 SALARY4 DD PP Salary 1118.25 

19632 19/05/2022 SALARY6 DD PP Salary 1229.30 

19633 19/05/2022 SALARY7 DD PP Salary 989.68 

19634 19/05/2022 HMRC 377 PP Tax and NIC 3052.47 

19635 19/05/2022 WCC 378 PP Pension 2388.89 

19636 19/05/2022 PETTYCAS 379 PP Petty Cash 30.59 

19637 19/05/2022 DOBBINS 380 PP Annual meeting 141.16 

19638 19/05/2022 WCC 381 PP Street Lighting 3220.97 

19639 19/05/2022 CPC 382 PP Refuse sacks 130.08 

19640 19/05/2022 DOBBINS 383 PP Annual Meeting 18.00 

19641 19/05/2022 CALC 384 PP Subscription 1377.55 

19642 19/05/2022 BARCLAYC 385 PP Bench slats, bunting and handrail 702.73      
TOTAL 32728.85 

 
838.  Items from the Twinning and Tourism Committee 
 
Cllrs Hemming and Wood agreed to form a small working group to consider Christmas Lights switch 
on for both 2022 and 2023 
 
839.  Business Plan 
 
Members considered the draft business plan to 2023. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by 
Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that this plan be adopted and that it be revisited on a regular basis. 
 
840.  Community Legacy Grants 
 
Members considered the two community legacy grant bids and the proposal for Broad Street 
including the various constraints. Members noted that the consultation to date showed the majority of 
residents against the proposals with their reasons being the loss of free parking and potential traffic 
congestion which it was felt could only be considered by professional town planners. 
 
The Clerk advised that as the council were proposing to submit two bids, the District Council required 
them to decide which should take priority. It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and 
RESOLVED that the trim trail and zip wire should be stated as the priority. 
 
Members then considered whether the bid for Broad Street should be submitted. It was proposed by 
Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that both bids be submitted. 
 
841. Riverside Enhancements 
 
a. Members noted they had agreed the additional expenditure on the picnic area under agents 
item 9c. the cheque payment list. 
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Members noted the lack of a design for the circular seat and Cllr Wood agreed to speak to the 
designer. 
 
Members also noted that the Avon Meadows car park appeared to be used predominantly by workers 
in town who could park there all day free of charge. Members considered, as the car park was ideally 
to be used by tourists, whether to reduce the opening hours and not open until 10.00am. It was 
agreed this be an item for a future agenda. 
 
b. Members noted that the railings for Diana’s Garden should be install by 27th May. 
 
842.  20 is Plenty 
 
Cllr Wood reported on a recent presentation from the20’s Plenty for Us not for profit organisation. They 
were campaigning for a speed limit of 20mph to be normal on residential streets and in town and village 
centres. 
 
It was agreed the Clerk write to the county council in this regard and it was proposed by Cllr Wood, 
seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that the Town Council support the 20’s Plenty for 
Worcestershire campaign and calls upon the County Council to implement and enforce 20mph in 
Pershore and will write to the County Council to request 20mph speed limits on streets throughout 
Worcestershire where people live, work, shop, play or learn with 30mph as the exception on those 
roads where full consideration of the needs of vulnerable road users allows a higher limit. 
 
The Clerk will write accordingly. 
 
843.  Membership of Committees 
 
a. Members agreed Cllr Wood fill the remaining place on the Planning Committee and that the 
places on the Finance and Property Committee be considered again at the June meeting. 
 
b. Members considered the membership of the Management Group and whether they should have 
authority to call on additional councillors from time to time. Following debate it was proposed by Cllr 
Parsons, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that such authority not be given. 
 
844.  Pershore Library 
 
Members considered options to deter vandals from climbing on the oof of the Library including spikes  
and rollers. The rollers were very expensive and following debate it was proposed by Cllr Smith, 
seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that spikes be installed on areas of the Library roof where 
possible and the Clerk explore the possibility of a CCTV camera being installed with a link to the 
Council’s security company.  
 
845.  Complaints Procedure 
 
Members noted the amendment to the Council’s complaints procedure. It was proposed by Cllr 
Winfield, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the complaints policy be adopted with the 
amendment. 
 
846.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
There were none 
 



19.05.22 

249 
 

847.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of April for members 
information. 
 
b. Members noted the delay to the consultation of the SWDPR initially scheduled for July 2022. A 
new timetable would be drawn up in due course. 
 
c. The Clerk advised the following arrangements for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations:- 
 
Thursday 2nd June Beacon to be lit on Town Council land at the top of Holloway – Town Crier and 
bugler 
Sunday 5th June Big Lunch on Abbey Park with entertainment 12 – 14.30 – some picnic benches 
to be provided through Wychavon D C 
Celebration service in the Abbey – 4.00pm 
 
Bunting around the town to stay in place for the Commonwealth Baton relay coming through Pershore 
on 22nd July as announced nationally on 11th May. 
 
848.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
c. Promotion of sports in the town  RG 
 
d. Cycling in the walkway   CP 
 
e. Cycling on pavements 
 
f. Parking around Abbey Park  DA 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Grantham, 
seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 21, Staffing, 22 Honours nomination and 23 Items for information. 
 
849.  Staffing 
 
Members considered the Phase 1 Staffing Review. It was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr 
Parsons and RESOLVED that the Management Group meet to determine the staff structure in the light 
of the phase 1 report and then ask the company to proceed to Phase 2 with a view to full council 
meeting on 13th or 14th June to finalise the position to take effect from 1st April 2023. 
 
The Clerk advised that a temporary administration assistant had been appointed and to improve the 
service to visitors to the town, the Town Hall would open until 3.00pm on Fridays with effect from 6th 
June. 
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850.  Honours nomination 
 
Members considered the request for support for a nomination for an honour and what the rules of such 
nominations were. In the light of this information it was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr 
Chapman Pincher and RESOLVED that on this occasion the council were not in a position to support 
the nomination. 
 
851.  Items for information 
 
There were none 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:45 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


