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PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOURISM AND TWINNING COMMITTEE 

 

8th August 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, Twinning and Tourism Committee, held in the 
Town Hall, 34 High Street, Pershore, WR10 1DS commencing at 7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr Dan Boatright 
  Mrs Jane Daniels 

Mr Peter Farrall 
  Mrs Angela Taylor 
  Cllr Julian Palfrey (late arrival) 
  Mr Peter Stansbie 
  Mr John West 
  Cllr Matthew Winfield 
  Cllr Val Wood 
 
The Visitor Information Centre Assistant was also present   
 
Items referred by members of the public 
 
There were none 
 
109.  Apologies 
 
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Julie Hemming as she was away. 
 
110.  Declarations of Interest 
 
There were none. 
 
111.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Mr Stansbie, seconded by Mr Farrall and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 9th May 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings with the 
addition of Mrs Taylor’s apologies.  
 
112.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
There were none. 
 
113.  Reports on Events 
 
a. Plum Festival 
Mrs  Taylor reported that there had been an excellent response for the Plum Blossom Sunday with 10 
applicants for the Plum Princess competition. 
 
The first Saturday for Plum Alley had also gone very well although the very warm weather meant that 
plums were ripening quickly and earlier than normal. There were some concerns that there may be 
none left by Bank Holiday Monday and notices to that effect had been placed on the website. The 
classic car show would be going ahead and the number of cars had been limited to 800 this year. 
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Two plum coach tours were taking place the following week and bookings were looking very good. 
 
Pershore Jazz 
Mr Farrall advised that 221 seats had now been booked at Number 8 for the Jazz festival but with 
accommodation at the college no longer available the event had been scaled down. Two concerts at 
Number 8 were being performed although it was noticeable that the audience were more elderly. The 
Jazz Club still attracted a good audience. 
 
Pershore Carnival 
In the absence of Mr Shepherd there was no report. 
 
Midsummer Brass 
Mr West reported that the weather had not been good for this event which had reduced footfall 
somewhat. The Abbey had not been used which may also had reduced numbers. 
 
A fund raising Last Night of the Proms event was taking place on 10th September from 7.00pm at the 
Angel Hotel with PODS and Saskapella from 7.30pm – tickets costing £5 and all were encouraged to 
attend. 
 
Pershore River Festival 
This event had combined with the Bell Boat regatta and had been very successful. There had been 
tours of Avon Meadows and the main event was held at the Riverside Youth Centre. 
 
It was hoped a four figure profit had been made for the centre. 
 
Open Gardens 
Mr Wood advised that this had been a very successful weekend with £5,500 being raised for charity. 
The group were considering holding the event again in 2023 rather than waiting for 2024 as usual. 
 
Avon Meadows 
Cllr Wood advised that there had been some damage to the boardwalk and some vandalism. It had 
been a difficult year with some very hot weather and the work parties had not been able to complete 
all the work they would have liked. The meadows capture 200 ton of carbon p.a. although there was 
an ongoing problem with Barley grass. 
 
Number 8 
Mrs Daniels advised that the new Number 8 brochure was back to pre covid bookings and the PODS 
show had been a sell out. Booking for the public for events at Number 8 would start on 10th August. 
 
b.  Members noted the difficulty all event organisers were having due to the shortage of 
volunteers. It was agreed some publicity on both the Council and Visitor Information web sites should 
be provided. Mrs Taylor advised that if they couldn’t get volunteers they were having to buy the 
people and/or the equipment in which stretched the budget hugely. If volunteers not available then 
more funding would be needed. 
 
Cllr Boatright suggested a leaflet be produced and possibly run a fair offering volunteering 
opportunities to residents. Cllr Winfield suggested he raise this with the Headteacher at the High 
School, along with the reviving of the Youth Council, to see whether this was something students 
there may be interested in. Mr Stansbie advised that the Abbey had put a call for volunteers into the 
Pershore Times but had had a very low response. 
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It was agreed some effort to attract volunteers for events and other organisations in the town be 
made through the websites, posters, leaflets and the Newsletter. 
 

114.  Twinning 
 
Members noted the programme of visits put in place for the forthcoming Twinning event. Cllr Winfield 
suggested a minibus be provided to offer to take them to Great Comberton Fair, the Angling Festival 
and the 10k run but it was noted that there were too many guests to be accommodated in a minibus 
and that these events would be made known to hosts who would generally be happy to take their 
guests by car to any of the events in the area they may be interested in. 
 
115.  Visitor Information Centre 
 
a.  Members noted the web site statistics and that visitors to the site and page views were 
increasing steadily. A written report from the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) Assistant was accepted. 
 
b.  Members noted the new children’s activity leaflet and congratulated the VIC Assistant on her 
work to produce this. She was contacting all accommodation providers in the area to see whether 
they may wish to advertise their property on the VIC website free of charge and was awaiting their 
response. 
 
116.  Christmas Light Switch On 
 
Members noted the current proposed arrangements for the switching on of the Christmas Lights on 
27th November. Members noted the District Council’s decision not to use reindeer at their events and 
it was agreed this be a decision by full Council at their meeting on 1st September. 
 
117.  Items for Information 
 
The VIC assistant reported on a letter sent by a recent user of the moorings saying how they were the 
best they had ever used.  
 
118.  Items for Future Agenda 
 
Christmas Light Switch On 2023    VW 
 
Anniversary of HM Queen coronation 2nd June 2023 JP 
 
Election of Chairman 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.45 
 
Signed Chairman ………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
Date ………………………………………………… 


