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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

21st July 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright  
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Grantham 

Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE  
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr V Wood 
 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

A local resident asked why the new bike rack by the market had been installed in that location with the 

loss of car parking spaces. Cllr Boatright explained that the original location had been near to Asda but 

the District Council parking team had decided its new location which he agreed was the wrong place.  

 

A representative from the District Council attended to explain the role of a Community Builder and her 

role relating to health and wellbeing. 

 

Three Community Builders had been recruited and the Pershore and District officer was employed by 

the District Council rather than by the local Volunteer Centre. Their role was to work with residents at 

grass roots level to help them improve where they live. There was also Communities Officer who had 

a wider brief and had been looking at community transport and other more district wide issues. 

The Health and Wellbeing role was part of the same team and were to support communities and 

volunteers in delivering health and wellbeing projects. In response to a question about the definition of 

wellbeing, the officer explained it was helping people to look after themselves and each other but she 

had only been in the role for a few weeks and it was too early to say what projects she would be 

involved with.  

 

The success of Pershore’s Wellbeing Hub was noted and the officer advised that they were now 

collecting statistics on number of visitors and their reasons for visiting. It was agreed the officer be 

asked to come back to Council again in January to update members on progress in this role.  

 

It was also agreed to invite the Community Transport Officer to a future meeting. 
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876.  Apologies 

Cllrs Brookbank and Turier’s apologies were accepted as they were away and Cllr Gillmor’s as he was 
unwell. 
 
877.  Declarations of Interest 

 

There were none 

 

878. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Winfield advised members that his charity for his Mayoral term of office would be Brain Tumour 

Research. 

879.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 

 
880.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
Annual and Town meetings held 12th May 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of the 
proceedings. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that the 
minutes of the meeting held 16th June 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of proceedings. 
 
881.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that a revised street lighting map is awaited. 
 
b. Members noted that a report on various social media platforms and ways of using them safely 
would be brought to a future meeting as agreed. 
 
c. Members noted that the Clerk was still awaiting a convenient date from the headteacher at 
Abbey Park school concerning Hardings Court. She had received a response from the District Council 
regarding a meeting with the property owner and this would be an item for discussion under District 
Council services. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that the Community Legacy Grant bid for the Zip Wire had been successful 
but the Broad Street bid had not. Cllr Boatright advised that there may be another round and Cllr Lavelle 
suggested members start to consider projects for the town. This would an item for a future agenda. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that the withdrawal of investments as agreed under minute 861 c and d had 
been completed. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that she had responded to the developers as agreed under minute 862 a and 
b. 
 
g. The Clerk advised that Cllr Boatright had arranged for the road markings at the Abbey Road, St 
Andrews Road junction to be repainted. This has not yet been undertaken and Cllr Boatright agreed to 
ascertain whether the works might be completed. 
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h. Members noted they had received a copy of the County Council letter concerning a weight 
restriction on the B4084. 
 
i. The Clerk advised that she had contacted the County Council to arrange for the necessary street 
lights to be converted to LED and, as demand was high, a date for these works was awaited. The Clerk 
had reminded the County Council that unnecessary power costs were being incurred until the lights 
were replaced. A detailed financial report on lighting costs would be an agenda item at the next Finance 
and Property Committee. 
 
882.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright reported as follows:-  
 
Highways 
There are extensive road works over the summer holidays. There are a lot of road closures relating to 
new developments that have been delayed and this will also cause problems. The full breakdown can 
be found on the interactive map: https://one.network/uk/worcestershire 
Severn Trent also have a lot of works going on over the summer (again found on the website) 
 
Parking on St Andrews Road: the layby is privately owned and so Highways cannot get involved. It 
is down to Rooftop to manage their land but will attempt to discuss it with them when the opportunity 
arises. The same was true in Abbey Road. 
 
Walkway between 57 and 59 Three Springs Road: Green Team currently looking at it as it is not a 
highway (despite being paved).  
 
Footpath on Choules Close/Holloway. Currently with the design team. Will update once we have 
developments.  
 
Speed on High Street (by Pickled Plum): at the request of residents we have had the speed 
monitored. There are the usual outliers (one person managed to get up to 50mph!) but the speed is 
averaging 19 miles an hour over the course of the day. The mean is never above 25mph which is 
within expectations for a road such as this. There could be grounds for some early morning speed 
checks though (between 5am and 7am in the summer might yield some fines!). Worth requesting the 
police do so? 
 
Is there anywhere we think we should check the speed of to highlight to the police they need to do 
more checking? Please keep to three locations as I cannot ask for every road to be checked.  
 
Three Springs Road Island: 
Here is the response to a zebra crossing 
 
“It appears that the two pedestrian refuges were constructed as part of the housing development, 
along with a dedicated right-turn lane. A replacement controlled crossing would have to span the 
equivalent width of 3 traffic traffic lanes and along with the right-turn lane, these raise both safety and 
engineering concerns. 
  
Given the presence of the two pedestrian refuges and the lack of funding opportunities, we regret that 
we are unable to move forward with your request.” 
 
b.  Members noted the latest Hereford and Worcester Fire Service Plan and Review and had no 
questions for Cllr Boatright in this regard. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fone.network%2Fuk%2Fworcestershire&data=05%7C01%7Cann%40pershore-tc.gov.uk%7C42e6fd54a0634708c83808da67f1255a%7C81fe03bd67ea40fda91cfc9e72727706%7C0%7C0%7C637936582655571616%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yZDikIcSMi4bW%2FlqOQU%2FluVRAUcLeasazIGZhnpoutQ%3D&reserved=0
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c. Members considered the suggestion of an additional site for one of the council’s vehicle 
activated signs and it was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Lavelle and RESOLVED that a 
sign be installed at the location agreed with the County Council for one month at a time on two 
occasions to ascertain whether this helped to reduce speeding in that location. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked for Cllr Boatright to request that the various 20mph roundels painted on roads in 
town within the 20mph zone be repainted where they were wearing away. 
 
d. Cllr Parsons asked for clarification as to why a zebra crossing near to the bottom of Railground 
to cross Three Springs Road could not be installed. Cllr Boatright advised that this was not a County 
Council priority and therefore it would need to be paid for from his Highways allocation. This meant he 
could either fund the Choules Close pavement or the crossing but not both. He would put the request 
in again but he was sure the answer would be the same. Cllr Wood asked for Choules Close to be 
undertaken first and the crossing sometime in the future. 
 
883.  District Council Services 
 
a. Members noted the consultation on ward boundaries which suggested that the ward of Pershore 
should in future include the village of Wick. It was proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Parsons 
and RESOLVED that the council respond that the rural nature of Wick was different to that of a town, 
didn’t sit comfortably with Pershore and was disadvantageous to Wick. The Clerk will respond 
accordingly. 
 
b. Cllr Parsons asked about the agreed meeting with the contractor working on Hardings Court. 
The Clerk explained that the officers at the District Council were happy to meet members but that they 
were working with the contractor to resolve the issues and felt that to include the contractor would not 
be appropriate. 
 
Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that 
the Clerk arrange a meeting with the District Council to be attended by Cllrs Winfield, Grantham and 
Tucker to find out more about the issues. If this fails, a press release be issued, subject to council 
approval, advising the public that the Town Council has tried to resolve the issue with the scaffolding 
at Hardings Court but have been unable to do so. 
 
c. Cllr Wood asked what measures were being taken to improve security at Abbey Park following 
the recent attempt at an illegal encampment. Cllr Tucker advised that the District Council were looking 
to improve security in the location of the gate where entry had been gained. 
 
d. Cllr Parsons advised members that the properties at Allesborough Barns would be starting to 
be occupied from 28th July and asked whether the pre occupation conditions had been fulfilled. Cllrs 
Tucker and Boatright agreed they would discuss this with the relevant officers. 
 
e. Cllr Parsons asked about cars parked at the junction of Abbey Road and St Andrews Road and 
was advised that if a vehicle was causing an obstruction this was a police matter. 
 
f. Cllr Annis asked about St Margarets and was advised that the District Council were assisting 
with essential repairs to the building but as the wall did not affect the structure of the building this was 
not included. Cllr Tucker agreed to speak to the Heritage Manager in this regard.   
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884.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 21st July 2022 and the reduction in 

value showing a 5.3% loss on the original cost. Cllr Lavelle advised that some financial services 
providers were offering up to 3% interest on 1 and 2 year bonds and it was agreed the Clerk 
would investigate this and bring a report to the next meeting of the Finance and Property 
Committee. 

 
b. Members noted the budget comparison to the end of June 2022. It was proposed by Cllr 

Boatright, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the budget comparison be accepted. 
 
c. Members considered the cheque payment list for the month of July as below. It was proposed 

by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the payment list be accepted. 
 

20352 431 WYCHAVON Rates 3064.00 

20353 432 CPC Refuse sacks 144.46 

20354 433 DOLPHINT 
 

314.55  
434 RICHMOND Replacement chq 14.00 

20355 435 SHELDON Floral display refund 80.40 

20356 436 LIMEBRID Mowing 1146.00 

20358 437 AREA9SEC Locking up 539.29 

20359 438 STARSIGN AMCP signage 70.80 

20360 439 OHMS Machine reapir 11.51 

20361 440 CLPG Subscription 15.00 

20362 441 COX'S Fuel 45.58 

20363 442 EXECCLEA Cleaning 986.12 

20364 443 HIGHLEYC Bands in the Park 200.00 

20365 444 INSIGHT Loop and audio 24825.60 

20366 445 SIEMENS Copier lease 198.00 

20367 446 ROBDOBS Window cleaning 717.00 

20368 447 BARCLAYC Recruitment and 
throw line + sign 

290.28 

20391 448 GEMFARM Holloway and 
cemetery mowing 

990.00 

20369 449 WCC Street lighting 3492.76 

20370 450 DEANMART Diana's Garden 1080.00 

20371 451 PARSONS Mileage 8.10 

20372 452 DOLPHINT Copying 151.98 

20374 453 LUDLOW Allot rent refund 28.66 

20375 454 JAMESHAL Insurance 717.75 

20376 455 TRAVIS AMCP and Allots 72.73 

20377 456 HEWETTRE Casual labour 1450.80 

20378 DD SALARY1 Salary 3150.77 

20379 DD SALARY2 Salary 1942.01 

20380 DD SALARY3 Salary 1035.44 

20381 DD SALARY4 Salary 1129.55 

20382 DD SALARY6 Salary 1471.17 

20383 DD SALARY7 Salary 675.12 
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20384 457 HMRC Tax and NIC 666.53 

20385 458 WCC Pension 2526.31 

20386 459 WATERPLU Library water 138.26 

20387 460 PAPERST Stationery  67.16 

20388 461 HEWETTRE Casual Labour 409.20 

20389 462 ASTONS Twinning 750.00 

20390 463 WATERPLUS Town Hall water 25.60 

20373 464 BLUNSOM AMCP tree work 110.00 

20374 465 GLOUCESTER Bands in the Park 250.00 

20375 466 BOLTS Acoustic Panels 4197.60      

 
TOTAL 

  
59200.09 

 
885.  Membership of Committees 
 
Members considered the three vacancies for the Finance and Property Committee but there were no 
nominees. It was agreed to have the future of this committee as an agenda item at the next Council 
meeting. 
 
886.  Mayoral Engagements 
 
Cllr Winfield asked members to consider giving him authority to nominate a member of the council to 
attend engagements should he and the Deputy Mayor be unable to do so.  
 
Cllr Smith had some concerns that most invitations were from organisations who actually wanted the 
Mayor or Deputy Mayor and may not feel another councillor was appropriate. Cllr Wood advised that 
on occasions the immediate past Mayor has been asked to attend but only if this was felt, in 
discussions with the Clerk, an event where it was important that Pershore was represented. 
Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that if 
the Mayor or Deputy Mayor were unable to attend an event, the Clerk would ascertain whether 
another councillor may be acceptable to the organisation concerned and, if so, liaise with the Mayor 
as to who else could attend. 
 
887.  Pershore Library 
 
The Clerk advised members of the advice to move the CCTV camera at the rear of the Library to a 
better location rather than installing a second one. The cost of these works would be £100 and it was 
proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the Clerk authorise the 
contractor to proceed with these works. 
 
888.  Birmingham 2022 Queen’s Baton Relay 
 
a. Cllr Chapman Pincher advised that he and Cllr Grantham had been unable to arrange any 
sporting activities as it had been rather too short notice for the local clubs and the schools had broken 
up that day. 
 
b. The Clerk updated members on arrangements for the relay taking place the following day. 
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889.  Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
Cllr Chapman Pincher advised members of the dissatisfaction of residents about the lack of jubilee 
celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, including the beacon and lack of bunting across the 
street. The Clerk had produced a report explaining the cost and difficulties of stringing bunting across 
the highway and Cllr Hemming reminded members that she and other councillors had delivered bunting 
to all the shops in the town but not everyone had put it up. Cllr Boatright confirmed the permissions 
that were needed to put anything across the highway and all county councillors had been briefed in 
advance of the jubilee of the requirements. 
 
Cllr Palfrey stated that he thought the beacon had been perfectly acceptable although there had been 
a certain lack of publicity about the location. 
 
Cllr Boatright advised that most of the jubilee events had been organised by local volunteers and 
councils were there to support these activities not organise them themselves. Cllr Grantham agreed 
that volunteers were needed in all sorts of organisations. 
 
Members agreed that the Council did what they could with the funds available but publicity could have 
been improved. 
 
890.  Events Co-ordinator 
 
Cllr Winfield suggested that members may wish to consider appointing a councillor to act as a liaison 
between the council and events organisers. They would then report back to council what was 
happening and could make things more efficient. 
 
Cllr Tucker had some concerns and did not think it was the council’s remit to ensure they were involved 
in events. The council had a Twinning and Tourism Committee and if it was felt it needed a councillor 
then it should be the Chair of that committee.  
 
Cllr Wood, the Chair of that committee, explained that every event had representation on the committee 
and they worked very hard, she agreed with Cllr Tucker and did not believe such an appointment was 
necessary. Members agreed not to proceed with this suggestion. 
 
891.  Riverside Enhancements 
 
a. Members considered whether the funds currently set aside for the circular seat on King George’s 
Field and part of the New Homes Bonus bid should be used instead to replace the pedestrian bridge 
near to the river that was beyond economic repair. Cllr Wood advised that she had been told because 
of river erosion the bridge could not be replaced. Cllr Grantham stated that this was not the case. Cllr 
Tucker stated that the seat would not be circular but hexagonal and it would be wrong to use money 
allocated for a piece of art to replace a bridge.  
 
Cllr Wood agreed and three members of the working group had met with the blacksmith and agreed a 
seat in principle. Cllr Parsons proposed and Cllr Grantham seconded that a decision be deferred until 
members knew what the seat would look like and had concerns about a steel seat in the flood plain. 
 
Cllr Tucker proposed and Cllr Chapman Pincher seconded that the funds should be spent on a seat 
and not on the bridge. 
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Following debate it was RESOLVED that the funds set aside be used for a seat subject to council 
approval of the design. 
 
b. Cllr Lavelle suggested that charging people who had to be let out of the car park after it was 
locked was problematic. He suggested asking the security company to simply shut it later. Following 
debate it was proposed by Cllr Lavelle, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the Clerk 
discuss locking the car park with the security company slightly later but before dark, in the hope that 
all vehicles have left the area by that time. This decision to be reviewed at the September meeting. 
 
892.  Cycling in the Walkway and on Pavements 
 
Members were unsure how to prevent cyclists riding through the walkway. It was proposed by Cllr 
Tucker, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the Clerk explore the possibility of painting 
no cycling roundels at each end of the walkway.  
 
893.  Service at Local Pharmacies 
 
Members noted the number of complaints that had been made by local residents, particularly 
concerning the service being provided by Boots. Cllr Parsons said there had been concerns about both 
pharmacies and not being able to get prescriptions filled for 2 weeks in some instances was not 
acceptable in a growing town. Cllr Boatright advised that if the pharmacies were closed the local 
surgeries would step in if urgent.  
 
The Clerk advised that she had been given information about some of the problems with supply and 
had asked Harriett Baldwin to ascertain whether there was any truth in this. She was awaiting a 
response. 
 
Cllr Annis noted that a number of organisations would deliver free of charge and Cllr Parsons felt that 
the main concern was keeping a pharmacy local. They did not only dispense medicine but also were 
there to advise. It was agreed that the Clerk liaise with Cllr Boatright about wording on the Town Council 
website as to who to approach if the pharmacies were closed. 
 
894.  Lloyds Bank 
 
Members noted the recent closure of Lloyds Bank, the only remaining bank in town which had been 
close on two occasions recently, both times for two weeks. The Clerk advised that she had been trying 
to contact the local manager for some time and it was agreed this be an item for the next agenda. 
 
895.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies/portfolio holders 
 
Cllr Wood reported on Pershore Town Football Club as below:- 
 
Coming towards the 2022/23 season means a lot of work to get everyone signed on and affiliated to 
the different leagues. 
With Eckington Juniors amalgamating to Pershore Town FC88, it means another 
5 Junior Teams taking us to 15 Youth Teams.  
Not to mention the Mini Kickers, Sunday Team, New Development Team and First Team. 
We would expect around 300+ are now playing football under the Pershore Town 
FC88 banner. 
A great Party on the Pitch at the end of the Season, meant new faces were seen down the club and 
we hope they come back over the next year. 
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All the Youth Teams enjoyed their end of season Presentations with many Cups and Leagues being 
won this year, meaning it was the most successful since the new committee took over. 
 
 
896.  Items for information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of July for members 
information. 

 
b. Members noted the report from the recent meeting with the Safer Neighbourhood Team 

 
c. To consider any other items for information. 
 
897.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Hemming, 
seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 23, Staffing, 24, Throckmorton New Town, 25, Library Licence, 26, 
Former W I Hall, 27, Items for Information 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the meeting return 
to open session to discuss agenda item 24, Throckmorton New Town. 
 
897.  Throckmorton New Town 
 
Cllr Smith noted the intention to build homes nearest to Pershore first and not to build the infrastructure 
until a large number of homes had already been built. Cllr Boatright believed that the proposal was not 
viable and that would need to be the route of any opposition to the proposal. Cllr Tucker said that this 
was the first opportunity for the Town Council to see what was proposed but did agree that there was 
a clear commitment from Wychavon to ensure the road was in place at the start of the project. In 
response to a question from Cllr Palfrey, Cllr Tucker confirmed it was intended that the new town be 
independent and not reply on Pershore’s existing infrastructure. 
 
It was agreed to hold a special Planning Committee meeting in September to which all councillors 
would be invited to discuss the proposal in more detail and consider their response to the future 
consultation. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Grantham and RESOLVED that the meeting return to 
confidential session. 
 
898.  Staffing 
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a. It was agreed the special meeting to consider the Staffing Review be held on Thursday 11th 
August 2022 at 7.00pm 
 
b. The Clerk advised members that interviews for the post of groundsman would take place the 
following Monday and it was agreed the confirmation of an appointment could be delegated to the 
Cemetery Committee to enable the new member of staff to start as soon as possible. 
 
The Clerk also appraised members of the concerns staff had regarding the derogatory comments made 
by some residents on Facebook. 
 
899.  Library Licence 
 
The Clerk updated members on progress with the renewal of the licence and as the majority of terms 
had already been agreed, it was agreed the final clause be delegated to the Clerk. 
 
900.  Former W I Hall, Priest Lane, Pershore 
 
It was agreed this be an item for the next agenda together with copies of previous discussions by 
members. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22:40 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


