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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

1st October 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
10.00am 

 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) – late arrival 
    
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr Julian Palfrey 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE  
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker  
  Cllr E Turier 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
In the absence of Cllr Winfield, Cllr Palfrey took the Chair at the start of the meeting. 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

Mr Darren Eden and Mr Steve Knight outlined the background to the Wychavon D C Pershore 

Prospectus as follows:- 

 

Mr Knight explained that the prospectus was a Wychavon funded “investment plan” for the future of all 

three towns in the district. Various experts had been contracted to undertake an objective view of the 

current strengths and weaknesses in each town and to put forward ideas for possible future 

developments looking up to 20 years ahead. It was intended to encourage businesses to invest in the 

town and the suggestions were possibilities not definites. The various visuals in the document were 

again indicative of what could be achieved, not of what would. 

 

To implement the plan Wychavon has set up a Place Board for each town and Darren Eden had been 

asked to Chair the Pershore Board. 

 

Mr Eden then went on to explain the format of the Board and the timescale of what he hoped could be 

delivered. He agreed to share his notes with those present. It was suggested that The Board’s Terms 

of Reference be uploaded to the Town Council website and the Town Clerk will arrange this. 

Additionally all meetings of the Board would be open to the public. Mr Eden appreciated that it seemed 

proposals for Broad Street had caused the most consternation among residents but he wanted to 

reiterate that nothing was being formally proposed at present, the document was ideas only. He 

intended that each suggestion would be looked at and discussion papers would be drawn up and 

residents involved in any changes to the town. 

 

Mr Knight then explained that Wychavon had been allocated £4 million for investing in the towns from 

April 2022 to March 2025 but these funds had to be approved and the investment plan has been sent 

to central Government for consideration – results of this will be heard in Autumn 2022. 
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Cllr Winfield then took the Chair and invited residents to ask questions of the members of the Board in 

attendance. 

Most questions centred around the proposals for Broad Street as follows. 

 

Tammy Lee – concerns over shop deliveries and increased air pollution with vehicles having two way 

traffic down one side of the road. 

 

Jamie Papirnik – impact on Broad Street shops which would be decimated 

 

Jean Andrews – how the Board had been put together 

 

Stephen Price – Threats to residents lives from extension of the food and drink offer in the street and 

increase in public spending 

 

Cllr Tony Rowley – Loss of parking and impact on Number 8. Need to look at other aspects of the 

prospectus, 

 

Jane Daniels – Loss of parking in Broad Street which is a life line for the town. 

 

Sue Cook – loss of free parking which is a massive draw for visitors when public transport is so poor. 

 

Amy Hyde – concerns over how residents will be consulted 

 

Brian Bremer – no account taken of those with disabilities 

 

Trudy Burge – concerns that the funds will also be given to the 2 proposed new towns in the District. 

 

926  Apologies 

Cllrs Annis, Boatright, Brookbank and Gillmor’s apologies were accepted as they had prior 
engagements. 
 
Cllr Winfield apologised for his late arrival. 
 
927.  Declarations of Interest 

 

There were none 

 

928. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Winfield advised that his recent charity walk had raised £1,500 for his charity and thanked 

members for their support. 

929.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
There were none 
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930.  Pershore Prospectus 
 
Members of the Place Board answered the questions from residents as follows:- 
 
One of the fundamental issues with the Broad Street possible scheme was how traffic including buses 
would be accommodated and it was hoped these would form part of the discussions. Mr Eden agreed 
with a number of other comments made relating to Broad Street in particular including the challenge of 
the loss of free parking. 
 
The Board was formed with guidance from The District Council to try to put together a group of 
experiences professionals who would consider the various challenges in the prospectus and work to 
gain views and look at the opportunities the prospectus presented. The Board was not a decision 
making body and it will put business cases together when appropriate. Membership will change over 
time but the work would always be getting views about projects and then looking at how those that 
were supported could be funded. 
 
The Place Board have been charged with looking at the vision which had been put together before the 
Board had been created and a great deal of work would be required. The Board needed to look at all 
aspects of the town including the disadvantaged. The Board would be looking at all the aspects of the 
prospectus and not focus on any suggestion. 
 
No decision had yet been made on how the consultations were to be managed but the Board would 
welcome suggestions so that as many residents as possible could be involved. 
 
Cllr Winfield then invited questions from members of the Town Council:- 
 
Cllr Tucker raised concerns that the Board had been appointed with no accountability and no elected 
members included which he believed was undemocratic. Cllr Tucker noted the timescale of 10 – 15 
years and much could change in that time. A priority needed to be the market area, and this could be 
considered as an event space as well. 
 
Cllr Wood raised concerns at the impact the Broad Street proposal would have on shops and the town 
as a whole. She also felt that public transport needed addressing. 
 
Cllr Palfrey outlined to members his work in trying to improve the public transport network of both road 
and rail. 
 
Cllr Smith felt that the drawings of Broad Street were not helpful. She also felt that if the funding only 
lasted until 2025 the Board would need to find priorities or the money could be lost. 
 
Mr Eden agreed and understood the points made by members and residents and hoped that the 
Board would be able to develop plans for the town alongside residents and businesses. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.30am 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
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