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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

17th November 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright  
  Cllr M Chapman Pincher 
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey (late arrival) 
  Cllr C Parsons MBE  
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr E Turier  
  Cllr V Wood 
 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

The Community’s Officer from Wychavon D C attended and outlined her role in helping local councils 

and other organisations, in particular to help Wychavon to deliver their promises. She had two 

colleagues responsible for other areas of the district but she was responsible for Pershore and the 

surrounding villages. 

 

She was working with other officers to try to help communities meet their needs. She was currently 

working on community transport in Throckmorton and Fladbury, helping the Riverside Youth Centre 

bid for carbon reduction funding and exploring ways for Drakes Broughton to improve the area around 

the shops. 

 

There were various funding streams which she could access or help communities to access but her 

main goal was to make sure communities had a voice and were supported. Funds were available to 

help improve the carbon footprint of community buildings. Members were advised that the best way to 

contact her was via email and it was noted that the Town Clerk should be copied in to these 

communications. 

 

956.  Apologies 

Cllr Brookbank’s apologies were accepted as he was away. 
 
957.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr Grantham declared an interest in agenda item 10, specifically Pershore Bridge. 
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958. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Winfield advised members of his table top sale fund raiser on 3rd December and thanked a local 

resident for his donations to the raffle at the event. 

959.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk advised members that a card had been received from King Charles thanking the council 
and the town for their letter of condolence following the death of his Mother. It was agreed this be 
framed and put on display. 
 
960.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Grantham, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 20th October 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
 
961.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. Members noted the latest letter from Lloyds Bank from the Council’s complaint which they felt 
took them no further forward. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that she was awaiting further quotations for no cycling roundels in the 
walkway and hoped to have these in time for the next meeting. In response to a question about the 
bicycles painted on the road in various areas of the town, Cllr Boatright advised that this was to show 
cycle routes in an attempt to promote active travel. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that she had contacted the contractor regarding the circular seat on King 
George’s Field. He had asked for a better brief from the working group and the Clerk will arrange a 
meeting of the group for this to be considered. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that the most convenient date for a meeting with the police was 13th 
December and asked members to note this in their diaries. Cllr Boatright advised that he had booked 
a telephone conversation with the new Inspector to consider issues in the villages he represented. 
 
962.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright reported as follows:-  
 
Highways 
If it isn't here: I'm chasing! We have a lack of liaison staff again. As a result of this, we are now 
reduced to one liaison officer again in the Wychavon area and they are reviewing the role as it 
appears to not be working in the way they thought.  
 
Drainage issues- as it is now getting wetter, we have had a number of issues raised and cleared. If 
there are any others please email me- a good photograph of the issue also helps! 
 
I've raised the issue raised at A&E about the bridge- awaiting reply 
 
Roundels with 20mph will be going onto the road along Church Row. If you think there are any other 
areas where Roundels could be of benefit please let me know. But I am having to pay for this from 
my very limited highways budget so think strategically! 
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Recent speed checks in Church Row and Cherry Orchard have shown speeds are generally within 
expected parameters for roads such as these. As a result no action can be taken by the police at this 
time.  
 
There is a huge speed monitoring event happening in Worcestershire at the moment. Large number 
of sites chosen where the greatest number of complaints have been raised. Once the data is out, it 
will be shared and actions can be looked into.  
 
School System 
The council is expecting to start the process of converting to a two-tier system with the expectation 
that middle schools will be primary schools by 2025. This is heavily subject to DfE funding and money 
being allocated at the appropriate time.  
Although in the document sent to cabinet, it points out that land sales are considered part of the way 
this change could be paid for, no land has been earmarked at either Abbey Park or Pershore High for 
sale. Council does not intend to change this and nor does the DfE.  
 
Members considered the condition of the Pershore new Bridge. 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the debate it was proposed by Cllr Winfield seconded by Cllr 
Parsons and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded 
from the remainder of the discussion owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted”  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the Avon Navigation 
Trust liaise with Cllr Boatright about the bridge and keep the Town Council informed of progress. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the meeting return to 
open session. 
 
b.  Cllr Annis asked for an update on improvements to the footways on Abbey Park and Cllr 
Boatright advised that this was in hand and would be undertaken in phases as funds allow. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked about the Choules Close/Holloway pavement and Cllr Boatright said he was 
working on this but it was a long process and involved some legal issues. 
 
Cllr Parsons advised that the Church Row pavement alongside the Abbey had the wrong camber and 
agreed to provide Cllr Boatright with photographs for his information. 
 
Cllr Palfrey advised that some Station Road street lights were still not work and Cllr Boatright advised 
that he understood they were still the responsibility of the developer and enforcement had been 
advised. 
 
Cllr Tucker asked about the Wyre Road footway and Cllr Boatright advised there had been some legal 
issues but he hoped this would be resolved by Christmas. 
 
963.  District Council Services 
 
a. The Clerk reported that she had been advised by the District Council that a budget of £2,200 
p.a. would be required to cover inspections and maintenance of the zip wire once it was installed. It 
was proposed by Cllr Parsons and seconded by Cllr Chapman Pincher that the project be shelved. Cllr 
Winfield proposed and Cllr Tucker seconded that the project be deferred rather than abandoned. Upon 
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putting the amendment to the vote it was agreed. The amendment was then voted upon as the 
substantive motion and was RESOLVED unanimously. The Clerk will liaise with the District Council. 
 
b. Cllr Palfrey reported an issue with a very overgrown garden at the bottom of Mill Lane. 
 
964.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 17th November 2022 and the slight 

improvement reducing the loss from 9.8% of the original cost to 6.92%.  
 
b. Members noted the budget comparison to the end of October 2022. It was proposed by Cllr 

Smith, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the budget comparison be accepted.  
 
c. The Clerk advised that the suggestions for the use of the £6,372.01 Community Infrastructure 

Levy had all been agreed as fulfilling the criteria for the use of the funds. Cllr Turier added the 
possibility of an electronic information screen and the Clerk advised that the infrastructure for 
this had been installed in the Library when it was refurbished in 2013. The Clerk will ascertain 
whether the purchase of this would meet the criteria and the all the various suggestions would 
be included in the newsletter for residents comments as well as asking for other suggestions for 
the spending of the funds. 

 
d. Members considered the cheque payment list for the month of November.  It was proposed by 

Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the November payment list be accepted 
apart from the cheque for pigeon control which would be considered under agenda item 13b 

 
 

September cheque payment list. Part 2 

20771 BARCLAYC PP 527 Civic Rec/PPC/Office 
equip 

586.35 

20772 HEWETTRE PP 528 Casual Labour 1021.68 

20773 LIMEBRID PP 529 Mowing 1500.00 

20774 STANNAH PP 530 Library lift maint 74.58 

20775 WYCHAVON PP 531 Trade Waste 665.72 

20776 PAPERSTA PP 532 Stationery 107.52 

20777 EXECCLEA PP 533 Cleaning 1001.84 

20778 COX'S PP 534 Fuel 146.84 

20779 CASH PP 535 Petty Cash 69.55     

TOTAL 5174.08 
 

 

NOVEMBER 2022 CHEQUE LIST 

21212 WYCHAVON PP 566 Rates 3190.25 

21213 OHMS PP 567 Machine maint 19.32 

21214 OGL PP 568 UPS battery 210.00 

21215 HMRC PP 569 Tax and NIC 1041.37 

21216 WCC PP 570 Pension 2454.93 

21217 SALARY1 PP DD Salary 2333.45 

21218 SALARY2 PP DD Salary 823.31 

21219 SALARY3 PP DD Salary 1104.61 

21220 SALARY4 PP DD Salary 1211.67 
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21221 SALARY6 PP DD Salary 1617.81 

21222 SALARY7 PP DD Salary 706.74 

21223 SDFBIRD PP 571 Pigeon control 3600.00 

21224 BARCLAYC PP 572 Christmas 336.91 

21225 SMARTTRE PP 573 Reindeer 450.00 

21226 DOBBINS PP 574 Library Maint 30.52 

21227 EVESHMEC PP 575 Library Maint 865.65 

21228 LIELMEZA PP 576 Allotment rent refund 23.50 

21229 EXECCLEA PP 577 Cleaning 993.28 

21230 AREA9SEC PP 578 Locking up 703.47 

21231 SMITHOFD PP 579 Clock service 285.60 

21232 BUDGETSK PP 580 Skip hire 270.00 

21233 WLBROWN PP 581 Christmas crib 16.79 

21234 LIMEBRID PP 582 Mowing 528.00 

21235 PAPERSTA PP 583 Stationery 221.20 

21236 HEWETTRE PP 584 Casual Labour 2370.82 

21237 DOLPHINT PP 585 Copying 277.45 

21238 FUNKYFA PP 586 Christmas face paint 120.00 

21239 PETTYCSH PP 587 Petty Cash 50.92 

21240 OHMS PP 588 Machinery Maint 645.15 

21241 WATERPLUS PP 589 Library water 39.33     

TOTAL 26542.05 

 
 
 
 
965. Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee 
 
a. Members noted the report from the Vale Public Transport Group amended in the light of 
comments at the October meeting and the Amenities and Environment various amendments had 
been made. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that the Clerk 
write to Cllr Rouse supporting the report. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked whether an information display could be installed in the well used Worcester 
Road bus shelter. 
 
b. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that bronze models of 
animals, created through the Meadow Arts Project with the Riverside Youth Centre, be installed in the 
new Avon Meadows picnic area. 
 
966.  NHS Services in the town 
 
a. Cllr Boatright explained the issues with NHS dentists in the town and county. He advised that 
dentists in Hereford and Worcester were paid 20% less than elsewhere in the country and the Clinical 
Commissioning Group had insufficient funds to improve this. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, 
seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the Health Secretary outlining 
members concerns. 
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b. Cllr Parsons raised issues about Boots pharmacy which recently had unexpectedly and 
without notice, been closed for most of one morning leaving some residents needing medication very 
distressed.  
 
Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED the Clerk 
write to both pharmacies outlining that complaints had been received, asking for their explanation and 
how they are trying to improve the situation. The Clerk to ask for a response by 8th December so that 
the matter can be debated again at their meeting on 15th December. 
 
967.  Issues reported by the Town Council to other authorities 
 
Cllr Parsons wished to express his concern at the time taken for authorities to respond to approaches 
from the Town Council. This included the County Council, Environment Agency, Severn Trent and the 
police. Cllr Boatright explained the difficulties at the county council where there were insufficient staff 
to respond to the majority of approaches which are being triaged. 
 
Members felt it would be helpful to know dates when they were chased and these should be put onto 
the website. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that this be 
put into practice. Following concerns at the amount of staff time this would take it was agreed the 
implementation of this be delayed until 1st April 2023. 
 
968  Town Hall 
 
a. Members considered whether to purchase additional microphones for the council chamber. It 
proposed by Cllr Gillmor, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that this not be proceeded with. 
 
b. The Clerk explained her decision under urgent expenditure to get contractors in to remove 
pigeon excrement from the rear of the Town Hall and install netting to prevent the pigeons returning. It 
was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that this decision be ratified 
and the payment deferred from the cheque payment list be approved. 
 
c. Cllr Parsons asked when the Town Clock would be repaired. The Clerk advised that she had 
received a quotation but had asked the contractors if it would be cheaper if the council hired their own 
hoist. She was awaiting a response. 
 
969.  Civility and Respect project 
 
a. Members considered the Dignity at Work policy produced by NALC and the SLCC and 
recommended for all councils to adopt. Cllr Winfield proposed and Cllr Palfrey seconded that the 
document be considered by the Council Reform Working Group before being brought back to Council 
for consideration. 
 
Cllr Smith proposed and Cllr Wood seconded that the Town Council adopt the policy as it stood. 
 
Following debate members consider Cllr Winfield’s proposal as an amendment and it was RESOLVED 
by 7 votes to 5 with 1 abstention that the policy be considered by the Council Reform Working Group. 
The proposal was then voted upon as the substantive proposal and was resolved by the same margin. 
The Clerk expressed the views of the staff in respect of this decision. 
 
b. It was proposed by Cllr Lavelle, seconded by Cllr Parsons that the revised member officer 
protocol be adopted. 
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970.  Coronation of King Charles III 
 
Members considered options for the celebration of the coronation of King Charles III. It was noted that 
the Town Forum had suggested bunting and the Clerk advised that she had costed this and it was in 
the budget for the Finance and Property Committee to consider at their December meeting. It was 
proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Turier and RESOLVED that an initial working group be 
established to include Cllrs Hemming, Lavelle, Palfrey, Turier, Winfield and Wood with other residents 
being invited to join the group. The first meeting to be held on 12th October.  
 
971.  Roll of Honour 
 
Members noted that the old Roll of Honour, previously sited at the Working Mens Club had been in 
storage for some considerable time and Cllr Winfield asked for members consideration to it being fixed 
somewhere in the Town Hall so that it was on view to residents and visitors. 
 
Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Boatright and RESOLVED that the 
Clerk liaise with the Royal British Legion as where this could be installed at the Town Hall with a view 
to finding a suitable location. 
972.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies 
 
Cllr Palfrey advised that the Council for Protection of Rural England were seeking a planning expert to 
help them with applications in the Wychavon area. 
 
Cllr Smith advised that the Volunteer Centre would be holding a strategy day in a few weeks and she 
would bring a report to the December meeting 
 
Cllr Turier advised that the Riverside Youth Centre were increasing in number and room hire and were 
having a stall at the Christmas light switch on. They were looking for donors and grants and was 
pleased Meadow Arts were continuing to work with the centre. 
 
973.  Items for Information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of October 
 
b. Members noted the minutes if the latest meeting of the Place Board 
 
c. Members noted that the cycle rack near to the market had been destroyed by vandals 
 
974.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
c. Green roof cycle rack 
 
d. Pershore Football Club lease  MW 
  
e. 20 mph town     PB 
 
f. Schedule of meetings   AL 
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g. Recognition of a local businessman JH 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Wood seconded 
by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be 
excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 20, Staffing issues, 21 Certificate of Appreciation and 22, Items for 
Information 
 
975.  Staffing 
 
There was nothing to report 
 
 
 
 
976.  Certificate of Appreciation 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Palfrey, seconded by Cllr Tucker and RESOLVED that a certificate of 
appreciation be presented to a local resident following sterling service in the town. The recipient to be 
invited to the December meeting of the Council. 
 
977.  Items for Information 
 
There were none 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22:03 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
 


