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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

15th December 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright  
  Cllr P Brookbank 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr J Palfrey  
  Cllr C Parsons MBE  
  Cllr V Smith 
  Cllr C Tucker 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

A certificate of appreciation was presented to a local resident. 

 

978.  Apologies 

Cllr Chapman Pincher’s apologies were accepted as he had a prior engagement, Cllr Gillmor’s and 
Lavelle’s as they were unwell and Cllr Turier’s as she was away. 
 
979.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr Grantham declared an interest in agenda item 10, specifically Pershore Bridge. 

 

980. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Winfield wished members a Happy Christmas 

981.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the recent Council Tax Base and that further savings in the 2023/24 
budget would be required. 
 
982.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 15th November 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings with 
the addition under minute 949 that Cllr Gillmor had not attended the meeting as he was unwell.  
Members considered minute 969 which Cllr Palfrey felt did not reflect what the Clerk had actually said 
at the meeting. The Clerk reminded members that standing orders required her to only minute 
decisions and therefore she would be perfectly content if the sentence was removed. Cllr Parsons 
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proposed and Cllr Smith seconded that the sentence be amended to read “The Clerk felt that the staff 
would be disappointed with the decision”. Cllr Boatright then raised a concern at the way the meeting 
was progressing. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Hemming that the meeting be 
closed as it was becoming disruptive. Following a point of order raised by Cllr Tucker, Cllr Parsons’s 
proposal was voted upon and carried and Cllrs Boatright and Hemming withdrew their motion to close 
the meeting. It was then proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the 
minutes of the meeting held 17th November 2022 be signed as a true and accurate record of the 
proceedings with the amendment in minute 969a as outlined above. 
 
983.  Matters of Report from the minutes 
 
a. The Clerk advised that she was awaiting further quotations for no cycling roundels in the 
walkway and hoped to have these in time for the next meeting. Pressure of work in the office had meant 
this had not been able to be progressed as quickly as would have been hoped. 
 
b. The Clerk advised that the response to the SWDP as agreed at the meeting on 15th November 
had been forwarded. 
 
c. The Clerk advised that the various options for the use of the funds from the Community 
Infrastructure levy had been included in the winter newsletter for residents comments along with a 
request for further suggestions. The deadline for responses was 31st January due to Christmas and 
this would be an item for a future agenda. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that she had written to the Health Secretary regarding NHS dentists and the 
two pharmacies in the town; to date no response had been received. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that she was still awaiting a revised quotation to repair the clock and it was 
hoped this will be to hand at the next meeting. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that she was in discussions with the Royal British Legion regarding the 
possible location of the Roll of Honour Board in the Town Hall. 
 
984.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright reported as follows:-  
 
Highways 
Some of this I have reported on previously but Highways has just sent me all this officially and I am 
worried I missed some of it. 
A works order was raised for the 20mph markings on Newlands and the roundabout on 
Newlands/Church Row to be renewed both of which were completed in mid-October. St Andrews 
Road junction with Abbey Road is also scheduled for a routine inspection next month and any defects 
identified at this location regarding the crossroads will be actioned. 
 

Eckington bridge signs showing in Pershore: As you know there is a temporary weight restriction in 
place for Eckington bridge so the alternative route is available for drivers of large vehicles. 
 

Roundels on Church Walk: The funds have been transferred and work order has been raised for a 
set of 20mph roundels as requested 
 

Three Springs Road: Crossing would be advantageous (exact description given in my meeting). I 
will try to explain the situation at the meeting as it is complicated and linked to the development plan. 
 

Top of Holloway/Choules Close pathway: I've caught up with the officers and am speaking to 
someone else Thursday morning so will have something to say at the meeting. 
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Cherry Orchard/Whitcroft Road/Apple Tree Road: had many reports of speeding, poor driving and 
poor parking. Had some damage only accidents reported and a number of issues with blocked drives 
and near misses. Have asked the council and police to review the area. Average speed review 
showed road at 25mph with a few people above the 40mph- clearly the access only signs limit 
movement through the area (stops lorries and large vehicles, as well as people who don't know the 
area) but locals clearly are using it as a cut through. Council officers are looking at 'light touch' 
solutions to limit risk but currently little movement from police on patrolling and stopping parking, and 
the council to offer more engineering solutions on the road. This will remain an ongoing issue but will 
see how it progresses. 
 

Bridge Street:- Drains in road. An inspector has visited the location and raised an order for a 
blocked gully in the carriageway to be cleaned. 
 

School System: 
Movement to two tier begins. Letters have been sent to schools to start the process. Full timetable 
yet to be determined but expectation is 2025 will be when we see changes occurring (not 
necessarily when it is completed though). 
 

Cost of living: the next round of the Household Support Fund is open. Full details are here: 
| WORCESTERSHIRE HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT FUND (actonenergy.org.uk) 
If we could promote this to the public, it would be very much appreciated.  
 

There is also a scheme to help with grants for boilers and insulation- not sure how useful it is as it is a 
contribution for low income families (so they would need to contribute...) but the details can be found 
here: 
| Warmer Worcestershire (actonenergy.org.uk) 
There is also the following scheme: 
| Energy Companies Obligation Grants (actonenergy.org.uk) 
 

Wychavon: 
Homelessness: if someone is seen as homeless many agencies will report to the local authority and 
within 24 hours the team will make contact. There is a variety of reasons why someone is homeless 
so the team will make sure that the right support is offered. If you see someone is homeless, you can 
refer on the following website and the team will help: 
Make a homeless referral - Wychavon District Council 
 
Additionally, Cllr Boatright advised that  
 
he was still chasing for the broken lamppost in Bridge Street to be replaced 
 
He had hoped the leak in Railground had been repaired but this was still under investigation 
 
A 20mph task group had been formed 3 weeks ago and a series of meetings were being held 
 
Cllr Grantham raised the issue of the pedestrian barriers at the Station Road/Wyre Road junction and 
Cllr Brookbank raised concerns that a child may be injured if on the crossing when it was hit. It was 
agreed this item be considered again at the January meeting. 
 
Cllr Boatright also advised that he was pursuing the issue of the pavement in Wyre Road. 
 

 
b. Cllr Boatright explained his intention to work with the Volunteer Centre to try to encourage more 
residents to come forward to help local charities and events to take place. He asked whether the Town 
Council would support this on 28th January 2023 by allowing the use of the Town Hall from 10.00am 
until 2.00pm to be free of charge. It was proposed by Cllr Brookbank, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and 
RESOLVED that this be agreed. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factonenergy.org.uk%2Fproject%2Fworcestershire-hsf%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cann%40pershore-tc.gov.uk%7C20aaf78522d34058fd0f08dadd434793%7C81fe03bd67ea40fda91cfc9e72727706%7C0%7C0%7C638065579419766296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F3pAG6UWuVCR2nKxkVo33%2FGd5hdXjCIk%2Bh5VogBliQc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factonenergy.org.uk%2Fproject%2Fwarmer-worcestershire%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cann%40pershore-tc.gov.uk%7C20aaf78522d34058fd0f08dadd434793%7C81fe03bd67ea40fda91cfc9e72727706%7C0%7C0%7C638065579419766296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5C4B1SADnlL0qrmaRE6EFfCQQyoKAFxR15shyilP9co%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factonenergy.org.uk%2Fproject%2Feco-eco-flex%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cann%40pershore-tc.gov.uk%7C20aaf78522d34058fd0f08dadd434793%7C81fe03bd67ea40fda91cfc9e72727706%7C0%7C0%7C638065579419766296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FkbeYSOkCP368W5c0tdAMcYeVMxw8XFdKAVbE%2Fj9pbs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wychavon.gov.uk%2Fhousing%2Fhomelessness%2Fmake-a-homeless-referral&data=05%7C01%7Cann%40pershore-tc.gov.uk%7C20aaf78522d34058fd0f08dadd434793%7C81fe03bd67ea40fda91cfc9e72727706%7C0%7C0%7C638065579419766296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LKhUXKwZTfkUZDjTxRqKSCJlTC%2B7914SyuThZHJWACQ%3D&reserved=0
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c. Members considered the possibility of a screen at the Worcester Road bus stop and the request 
from the County Council for the Town Council to contribute to the cost of the civil works. In view of the 
current budget constraints, it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Hemming and 
RESOLVED that this be deferred at this stage. 
 
d. Cllr Palfrey advised that the Vale Public Transport Group had met with Cllr Rouse and an officer 
from the County Council. Cllr Palfrey advised that the County Council were endeavouring to find funds 
for various aspects of public transport. Particularly it was felt there should be better promotion and 
publicity of bus services, improved prominence of bus stops and potentially relocate some and to 
provide services that would be better used by people. 
 
Cllr Palfrey advised that another meeting would be held on 16th December and he would bring a report 
to the next meeting of the Amenities and Environment Committee. 
 
Cllr Smith felt that punctuality could also be improved. 
 
985.  District Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Tucker advised that he did not currently have an update regarding the zip wire and this item 
was deferred to the January meeting. 
 
b. Cllr Boatright advised that the SWDP consultation had been extended to 23rd December and 
reminded members that the issue with traffic chaos in Pershore needed to be highlighted in their 
responses. 
 
986.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the valuation of their investments to the 14th December 2022 and the loss now 

of 7.04% 
 
b. Members noted the budget comparison to the end of November 2022. It was proposed by Cllr 

Hemming, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the budget comparison be accepted.  
 
c. The Clerk advised that there would be a special meeting of the Finance and Property Committee 

on Thursday 5th January 2023 to consider the 2023/24 budget. 
 
d. Members considered the cheque payment list for the month of December.  It was proposed by 

Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Annis and RESOLVED that the December payment list as below  
 

 

WYCHAVON PP 591 Rates 3064.00 
EVESHMEC PP 592 Boiler servicing 1452.65 
SIEMENS PP 593 Copier Lease 198.00 
WATERPLU PP 594 Town Hall water 102.58 
TRAVIS PP 595 Materials for Christmas 48.45 
PARSONS PP 596 Mileage and Christmas 34.69 
PAXFIRE PP 597 Fire ext servicing 327.60 
OGL PP 598 Change to Firewall 375.00 
OHMS PP 599 Machinery servicing 201.74 
DOLPHINT PP 600 Copying 202.27 
LIMEBRID PP 601 Mowing and Shrubbery maint 804.00 
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HEWETTRE PP 602 Casual Labour 2391.26 
SALARY1 PP DD Salary 2333.85 

SALARY2 PP DD Salary 840.43 
SALARY3 PP DD Salary 1158.13 
SALARY4 PP DD Salary 1260.62 
SALARY6 PP DD Salary 1582.78 
SALARY7 PP DD Salary 788.27 
WINFIELD PP DD Mayor's allowance 480.00 
HMRC PP 603 Spoiled cheque 0.00 
WCC PP 604 Pensions 2522.96 
DOLPHINT PP 605 Staples 85.68 
PAPERSTA PP 606 Stationery 98.35 
STANNAH PP 607 Library lift service 74.58 
AREA9SEC PP 608 Locking up 611.76 

BARCLAYC PP 609 HMRC 224.62 
WLBROWN PP 610 Christmas 54.90 
OHMS PP 611 Machinery servicing 25.32 
DOBBINS PP 612 Chapel service 57.36 
EXECCLEA PP 613 Cleaning 1052.26 
HMRC PP 614 Tax and NIC 1229.53 

   TOTAL 22454.11 
 
987.  Civility and Respect Project 
 
a. This item was redebated at the request of 5 members, in accordance with Standing Orders. 
Cllr Parsons reminded members that the Dignity at Work policy had been on both the October and 
November agenda and members had had 9 weeks to consider it. Nearly 1,000 councils had already 
adopted the policy as advised by the National Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local 
Council Clerks and he could see no reason why this council would not also adopt it. The staff had 
been disappointed that the policy had not been adopted at the November meeting and he therefore 
proposed that it be adopted at this meeting. 
 
Cllr Boatright stated that felt the document was very useful and Cllr Tucker expressed his concerns 
that the Council Reform Working Group had not met to discuss the matter. Cllr Winfield stated it was 
a lengthy document and he had concerns that it could leave the council open to litigation and wanted 
to ensure due diligence was followed. Cllr Palfrey agreed and felt the document should be simplified. 
Cllr Smith disagreed and stated that whilst it might be helpful to have an Executive Summary the 
detail was required to enable it to have weight. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED by 9 votes to 1 with 1 
abstention that the policy be adopted as it stood with the proviso that any members wishing to 
suggest any amendments bring them to future meetings for consideration . 
 
b. It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED that the Clerk write to 
Harriett Baldwin MP and ask for her to consider supporting an Early Day Motion tabled by Dr Julian 
Lewis MP calling on the Government to revisit its response to the Committee on Standards in Public 
Life report to include the introduction of tougher sanctions to deal with poor behaviour in local 
councils. 
 
The Clerk will write accordingly. 
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988.  Coronation of King Charles III 
 
The Clerk advised that this group had been unable to meet and would do so in the New Year. 
 
989.  Avon Meadows 
 
Members considered the brief for the tree seat on King George’s Field. Following debate it was 
proposed by Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that this be sent to the contractor 
with a request for a design and up to date quotation for the works for further consideration at a future 
Council meeting. 
 
990.  Schedule of Meetings 
 
Members noted the comments made by Cllr Lavelle in a written report. However, in view of the new 
council being elected in May it was proposed by Cllr Winfield, seconded by Cllr Parsons and 
RESOLVED that this be deferred to a future meeting. 
 
991.  20 mph town 
 
Cllr Brookbank explained that he believed the possibility of making Pershore a 20 mph town should be 
explored. It appeared that a suburb in London had done so and had been able to obtain funding for 
speed cameras as well as being able to fine speeding motorists. 
 
Cllr Boatright advised that not all towns spoken to by the County Council were in favour of this. In 
particular those in the north of the county were far less keen. Cllr Boatright was already in discussion 
with the County Council and would report progress to future meetings. 
 
992.  Christmas light switch on 
 
Members considered complaints raised about the use of reindeer at the Christmas Light switch on. 
Members felt that the animals were local and came from a reputable business. It was proposed by Cllr 
Smith, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the Town Council continue to use the same firm 
to provide reindeer and suggest that those who complained visit the business where they would see 
the highest standard of welfare was maintained. 
 
993.  Reports from representatives of outside bodies 
 
Cllr Smith advised that she would bring a report on the Volunteer Centre to the January meeting 
 
994.  Items for Information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website for the month of November 
 
b. Members noted the minutes if the November meeting of the Place Board 
 
c. Members noted the newsletters of the Cotswold Line Promotion Group, Council for the 
Protection of Rural England and Avon Navigation Trust were available for members information. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that two windows in the Town Hall had been replaced but two more had 
broken down and their replacement was awaited. Additionally one of the windows in the Council 
Chamber had leaked in a heavy storm and this would be monitored. 
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995.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
c. Green roof cycle rack 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Palfrey seconded 
by Cllr Smith and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be 
excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 19, Football Club Lease, 20, Staffing issues, 21 Certificate of 
Appreciation and 22, Items for Information 
 
996.  Football Club Lease 
 
Following debate it was felt that it would be helpful for a small group of members to meet with the 
Football Club and it was therefore proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Brookbank and 
RESOLVED that a working group consisting of Councillors Winfield, Tucker, Wood, Brookbank and 
Annis meet with the club and bring a report to the January meeting. 
 
997.  Staffing 
 
Following receipt of a letter from a member of staff it was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr 
Tucker and RESOLVED that a special council meeting be called in the New Year to consider staffing 
going forward and the member of staff concerned be invited to attend. 
 
998.  Certificate of Appreciation 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that a certificate of 
appreciation be presented to a local business following sterling service in the town. The recipient to be 
invited to the January meeting of the Council. 
 
999.  Items for Information 
 
There were none 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:38 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
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