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  PERSHORE TOWN COUNCIL  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

19th January 2023 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Pershore Town Council, held at the Town Hall, 34 High Street Pershore at 
7.30pm 

 

 
Present: - Cllr M Winfield (Chairman) 
  Cllr D Annis 
  Cllr D Boatright  
  Cllr R Gillmor 
  Cllr R Grantham 
  Cllr J Hemming 
  Cllr A Lavelle 
  Cllr J Palfrey  
  Cllr C Parsons MBE  
  Cllr Liz Turier 
  Cllr V Wood 
 
 
Items referred by members of the public. 

 

The certificate of appreciation to presented to a local business was deferred to the February meeting. 

 

1007.  Apologies 

Cllr Chapman Pincher’s apologies were accepted as he had a family commitment and Cllr Smith and 
Tucker’s as they were unwell. 
 
1008.  Declarations of Interest 

 

There were none 

 

1009. Mayor’s Announcements 

 

Cllr Winfield wish members a happy new year. 

1010.  Items brought to members attention by the Town Clerk 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the importance of ensuring any members of the public were aware if 
the meeting was being recorded and that the recording was to be destroyed once the minutes had 
been approved. The policy would be an agenda item at the February meeting for review. 
 
1011.  Minutes 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 13th December 2022 we signed and a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
It was proposed by Cllr Annis, seconded by Cllr Parsons and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held 15th December be signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
1012.  Matters of report from the minutes 
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a. The Clerk advised that she was still awaiting further quotations for no cycling roundels in the 
walkway and hoped to have these in time for the next meeting.  
 
b. The Clerk advised that a number of responses had been received for the use of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy and they were split between the Library Garden and bus shelters. This would be 
item for the February Council meeting. Cllr Palfrey stated he hoped that residents would prefer the bus 
shelter option as the funds had been forthcoming from one of the Station Road developments. 
 
c. Members noted the response from the Health Secretary regarding NHS dentists. Cllr Boatright 
advised that he had been advised by the Integrated Care Board (the successor body to the Clinical 
Commissioning Group) that the Government had not changed the rules as suggested and the Board 
were still concerned about the current situation. 
 
d. The Clerk advised that with the advice of the clock company it had been possible to correct the 
issue with the clock at no cost to the Council. 
 
e. The Clerk advised that the brief for the circular seat had been forwarded to the contractor and a 
response was awaited. 
 
f. The Clerk advised that a meeting with the Football Club would take place towards the end of 
January and a report would be available for the February meeting. 
 
1013.  County Council Services 
 
a. Cllr Boatright reported as follows:- 
 
Station Road Street Lights 
There appears to be an ongoing issue regarding the power supply and the developers at this 
location. Lamps 44 and 45 are not WCC but section 278 lamps. Our section 38/278 Team are aware 
and are in communication with the developers to have repairs to the power supply completed. 
 
Station Road (High School) bus shelter 
This is still under the care of Persimmon who will look to repair the damage and hand it over to the 
Town Council to maintain.  
 
Council Tax 
Worcestershire County Council’s council tax will be increasing by 4.94% 
 

Speed checks 
We are planning on doing speed checks in areas where we have implemented speed measures 
(Defford Road, Three Springs Road, Station Road) to see if they're having an impact. We have 
already done them on Bridge Street and High Street. Overall speeds are now lower but there is the 
isolated 60mph speeder. If people see regular speeding cars, report a description to the SNT as they 
have been following up cases and caught a few. Holloway is also going to be surveyed (we have 
postponed the original plan as we want to compare 2021 data to 2023 to see if there is an increase). 
 
Crossing on Three Springs Road 
there was a request for a crossing. This is incredibly difficult to achieve due to the numerous roads 
that converge as you approach Worcester Road but a long term change to the road system will 
facilitate a crossing 
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b. Cllr Boatright advised that there were concerns that the lights etc at the Station Road/Wyre 
Road junction had not been built to plan and he was anticipating the County Council would need to 
survey the area to ascertain this. It was agreed this remain on the agenda for the February meeting 
to enable Cllr Brookbank to outline his concerns. 
 
c. Cllr Boatright outlined his concerns as the precise location of 20 mph roundels in High Street 
and Bridge Street. He asked members to look at the town map and it was agreed this be an item for 
the next Amenities and Environment Committee. 
 
d. Cllr Annis asked about the levelling up fund and the distribution of the funds which included 
£20 million for the Malvern Theatre with very little being provided elsewhere in the county. Cllr 
Boatright explained that all local councils were invited to apply for funds and Wychavon had bid for 
funding to improve Evesham High Street – this had been unsuccessful as had a bid for the Shrub Hill 
area of Worcester and areas of Kidderminster which had all been disappointing. 
 
Cllr Parsons asked about the pedestrian crossing in Three Springs Road and Cllr Boatright advised 
that a study had been undertaken of the various junctions in town which had showed issues at the 
Three Springs Road/Worcester Road junction. This meant that it was likely that the junction would be 
improved in the long term resulting in it not being possible for a crossing to be installed between the 
Conningsby Drive roundabout and the junction. It was very likely that with the increase in traffic and 
housing, there would be traffic lights installed at this junction. There were also concerns over the 
Station Road/Worcester Road and Pinvin junctions. 
 
The Choules Close pavement was unlikely to be able to be constructed as there was a policy that 
funding for new footways came from developer contributions with the county council only undertaking 
repairs. 
 
The County Council had increased its council tax by 4.94% which included the Government agreed 
2% care funding. Cllr Boatright advised that 70% of the budget went on Adult Social Care and the 
majority of the increase was simply to try to offset inflation. 
 
1014.  District Council services 
 
a. In the absence of Cllr Tucker the item relating to the zip wire was deferred to the February 
meeting. 
 
b. Members considered the Design Code consultation and following debate it was proposed by 
Cllr Lavelle, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the consultation be responded to by 
individual members rather than the council as a whole. 
 
c. Cllr Palfrey raised his concerns about the path to the side of Cherry House and the conflict 
between cyclists and pedestrians. 
 
1015.  Finance 
 
a. Members noted the valuation of the Council’s investments and the slight improvement. 
 
b. Members considered the budget comparison to the end of December and it was proposed by 
Cllr Lavelle, seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED that this be accepted. 
 
c. Members considered the 2023/24 budget as recommended by the Finance and Property 
Committee showing a precept of £251,859, an increase of 2.5% on the previous year. It was 
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proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Hemming and RESOLVED that the precept of £251,859 be 
requested and the budget be adopted. Cllr Lavelle thanked the Clerk for her work on what had been 
a difficult budget. 
 
d. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that Ms Charlotte 
Talbot be added as a signatory for the Barclays Bank accounts and the Barclays Wealth account. 
The Clerk will arrange for the necessary documents to be completed. 
 
e. It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the payment 
list as below be approved. 
 

January 2023 Cheque Payment List 

21718 DOLPHINT PP 615 Copying 401.46 

21719 EXECCLEA PP 616 Cleaning 948.74 

21720 WATERPLU PP 617 Town Hall water 203.13 

21721 DORWINGE PP 618 Library auto door repair 209.64 

21722 BLACHERE PP 619 Christmas Lights 4025.44 

21723 STEVENS PP 620 Allotment rent refund 24.08 

21724 TRAVIS PP 621 Cemetery car park salt 19.63 

21725 WATERPLU PP 622 Library water 38.15 

21726 WYCHAVON PP 623 Lotteries licence 20.00 

21727 BUDGETSK PP 624 Skip hire 270.00 

21728 PAPERSTA PP 625 Stationery 82.52 

21729 PARSONS PP 626 Mileage 8.10 

21730 EVESHMEC PP 627 Library maint 449.54 

21731 AREA9SEC PP 628 Locking up 550.50 

21732 KINAHAN PP 629 Christmas 10.00 

21733 CPC PP 630 Refuse sacks and gloves 194.14 

21734 WLBROWN PP 631 Cemetery, Library and padlock 43.37 

21735 SALARY1 PP DD Salary 2333.46 

21736 SALARY2 PP DD Salary 1327.11 

21737 SALARY3 PP DD Salary 1461.34 

21738 SALARY4 PP DD Salary 1218.40 

21739 SALARY6 PP DD Salary 1582.58 

21740 SALARY7 PP DD Salary 706.54 

21745 MILLLANE PP 632 Floral disp and Christmas 16555.92 

21743 WCC PP 633 Superannuation 2663.09 

21744 WATERPLU PP 634 Library water 159.54 

21742 HMRC PP 635 Tax and NIC 1554.60 

21746 AUBERGIN PP 636 Domain name renewal (Tourism) 36.00 

21747 PETTYCAS PP 637 Petty Cash 30.20 

21748 ROBDOBS PP 638 Window cleaning 807.00 

21749 HEWETT PP 639 Casual labour 2561.33 

      

      

    TOTAL 40495.55 
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1016.  Items from the Amenities and Environment Committee 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the council support the 
Vale Public Transport Group’s aspirations to amend bus timetables of the Hopper and PlumLine so 
that they can meet arriving trains at Pershore Station. It was agreed Cllr Palfrey draft a letter to the 
necessary organisations so that this can be sent by the Clerk on behalf of the Council. 
 
1017.  Coronation of King Charles III 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the terms of reference 
for the group be approved. 
 
Cllr Annis reminded members of the efforts put in by residents for the coronation of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II and the working group will bear this in mind when deliberating the celebrations. 
 
1018.  Place Board 
 
Members agreed that the current working group consisting of Cllrs Wood and Hemming meet with the 
Chair of the Place Board, the Clerk and Cllr Winfield to consider the provision of Christmas Lights in 
2023. The meeting to take place on Monday 30th January 2023 at 3.00am. 
 
1019.  Personnel Policies 
 
Members considered the review of the Annual Leave, Sickness and Absence and Flexible Working 
Policies. It was proposed by Cllr Boatright, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that the three 
policies be adopted and reviewed again in 2026. 
 
1020.  Roll of Honour Board 
 
Members considered the possible location of the Roll of Honour Board which had previously been sited 
at the Working Mens Club. Following debate it was agreed the Clerk meet with the Heritage Centre to 
explore options and report to the February meeting of the Council. 
 
1021.  Town Hall Microphones 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Parsons, seconded by Cllr Gillmor and RESOLVED that an additional 4 
microphones be acquired at a cost of no more than £4,000 to enable each councillor present at 
meetings to have a microphone and facilitate better communication.  
 
1022.  Police Contract 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Palfrey, seconded by Cllr Winfield and RESOLVED that the priorities for the 
Safer Neighbourhood Team be Anti Social Behaviour, burglary and drugs with a request that feedback 
on progress with these items be given in advance of them being reviewed again in three months’ time. 
 
Cllr Hemming reminded members to sign up to the policy community notice board when they would 
receive a great deal of information about what was happening in the area. 
 
1023.  Reports from outside bodies 
 
Cllr Turier reported on the Riverside Youth Centre and advised that the centre were planning to hold 
an Open event in mid March and were also starting to use the hall for basketball. They had recently 
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had an energy assessment undertaken and were awaiting the results. Cllr Turier thanked the Town 
Council for the funding of the new sign at the entrance to the car park which was now installed. 
 
Cllr Turier also advised that there was a vacancy for a Trustee who had sales and fund raising 
experience. 
 
Cllr Boatright thanked the Town Council and Volunteer Centre for help with his volunteer fair the 
following Saturday to which all members were warmly invited. 
 
Cllr Gillmor advised that the next meeting of the CALC Executive Committee was 26th January via 
Zoom and he would bring a report to the February council meeting. 
 
1024.  Items for Information 
 
a. Members noted the statistics for the Town Council website  
 
b. Members noted the AGM of the Wychavon Parish Games Association to be held on 25th 
January 2023 at 7.30pm at the Civic Centre with all members invited to attend. Cllr Gillmor updated 
members on the reasons for the towns being required to field teams according to their wards and he 
was still working to get them to enter more events 
 
c. Members noted an event aimed at those considering standing as a councillor.  
 
d. Cllr Lavelle raised a recent issue that it seemed there was no public toilet at the Library which 
had caused some problems for a group using the top room for an IT workshop. The Clerk explained 
that whilst there was no public toilet, the Library staff were asked to use discretion provided the door 
to the corridor where the toilet was located was kept locked and the toilet not made available to 
anyone walking in off the street. There had been a large number of issues with the sewer being 
blocked, flooding the Library and Severn Trent having to be called out to clear the blockage. Cllr 
Lavelle thanked the Clerk for the explanation. 
 
1025.  Items for future agenda 
 
a. Business Continuity Plan 
 
b. Council Reform Working Group 
 
c. Green roof cycle rack 
 
d. Pershore Town Football Club – February 
 
 
 
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
Owing to the confidential nature of the following agenda items it was proposed by Cllr Hemming 
seconded by Cllr Palfrey and RESOLVED “that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended by the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting owing to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted” i.e.: agenda item, 21, Staffing 
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1026.  Staffing 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hemming, seconded by Cllr Wood and RESOLVED that the temporary 
administration post be extended until 30th November 2023. 
 
Members agreed to a long service award to the retiring Town Clerk with a budget of £500. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.03 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date……………………………….. 
Chairman 
 

 


